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EDITORIAL - Bail Out or Drowned In? 


Escalating Tragedy: The Ongoing 
Israeli-Palestinian Conflict 


The Gaza conflict, stemming from Israel's oppressive occupation of Palestine for over seven decades, 
was an inevitable crisis. Israel's relentless hostilities, including heightened aggression, settler violence, 


human rights abuses, and harsh apartheid practices, represent one of the most brutal instances in 
modern history. Palestinians have faced forced displacement, land loss, and continuous repression, 
with entire neighbourhoods demolished for illegal Israeli settlements, resulting in profound suffering. 
The over two million inhabitants of Gaza have endured a 16-year Israeli-imposed blockade, turning 
their lives into a struggle within what is often termed the world's largest open-air prison. 


Following the October 7 military assault by Hamas, Israel responded with a fierce retaliation, enforcing 
a siege on Gaza and conducting indiscriminate bombing, which the UN human rights chief and the 
EU's top diplomat condemned as a violation of international humanitarian law. The toll was 
devastating, with over 2,200 Palestinian lives lost, including 700 children, and nearly half a million 
people displaced. Despite warnings from the UN and a humanitarian catastrophe unfolding, the 
international community, particularly Western nations, remained largely inactive. Western 
governments expressed unwavering support for "Israels right to defend itself," avoiding explicit 
acknowledgment of civilian Palestinian casualties. The US, as Israel's primary supporter, pledged 
additional military assistance, deployed an aircraft carrier, and dispatched advanced armaments. The 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation denounced Israeli aggression, attributing instability to the 
enduring occupation, but took no collective action. Arab countries, even those with recent diplomatic 
ties to Israel, were not urged to suspend relations, and their normalization policies seemed to embolden 


Tel Aviv. An emergency Arab League meeting demanded the lifting of the Gaza siege but concluded with 
no further actions. 


Nation, 


Once again, the UN Security Council failed in its primary responsibility for maintaining international 
peace and security. In an emergency session on October 8, the Council couldn't issue even a basic 
statement, as Western countries sought severe condemnation of Hamas without advocating for 
deescalation. Efforts by the Russian representative for a ceasefire and meaningful negotiations were in 
vain. A subsequent meeting on October 13 saw sharp disagreements, with Russia proposing a 
humanitarian ceasefire, but the P3 (US, UK, and France) showed no support. With no scheduled vote, 
it's unlikely that any action will be taken, leaving the Council neglecting its duty. This is not the first 
instance of the UN body being unable to act on the Palestine issue, similar to the long-standing 
Kashmir dispute, with numerous resolutions calling for a resolution and an end to the illegal Israeli 
occupation, including at least 88 Security Council resolutions addressing the Palestine question. 

The UN's proposed resolution to the oldest dispute, advocating a two-state solution for a viable, 
independent, and contiguous State of Palestine, has been ignored. Israel, with strong Western support 
and backing from former US President Donald Trump, abandoned the two-state idea, opting for 4 
onestate solution and expanding illegal settlements against international calls. The failure to act ОП 


resolutions reflects poorly on the global community, often due to a steadfast commitment to Israel, 


contradicting professed adherence to international law. UN Secretary-General António Guterres linked 
the recent violence escalation to a 56 


-year-long occupation, emphasizing the need for a negotiate 
peace aligned with the two-state solution. Despite pleas, Israel remains unresponsive, contemplating 4 
ground invasion and reoccupation of Gaza, raising the risk of regionalizing the conflict. Region 
normalization efforts, particularly involving Saudi Arabia and Israel, seem stalled. The ongoing lessor 
is the resilience of an occupied people's determination to resist, impervious to sheer military force an 
repression. 
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A Word from Editor’s Pen 


... Bon Voyage - The Journey Continues ... 


In the name of The Omniscient, The Omnipresent and The Omni-Benevolent for the blessing of choosing і 
те for this endeavor 


Firstly, I want to express my gratitude to all readers who 
provided positive feedback on our recent issue. Your comments 
are crucial as they contribute to our ongoing efforts to enhance 
4 and refine our magazine. Secondly, it is my great privilege to 
introduce the latest edition of our magazine. Substantial effort 
has been invested in creating this issue, including: 2 
a) Enhancing the quality of pictures, graphs, visuals, and Ы 
colours to facilitate a better understanding of concepts for оог е 
readers. : 
b) Thoughtfully selecting topics based on their relevance and 
significance for the CSS/PMS examination. 


I believe this issue will prove highly beneficial for those 
preparing for the exam, offering the necessary facts and 
analyses for the Current Affairs paper. The special features and 
infographics sections aim to provide a competitive advantage 
across all subjects, particularly offering valuable information 
for the Essay, Pakistan Affairs, and International Relations. 


A special thanks go to all the contributors for this issue, and I | 
welcome articles from anyone else willing to contribute. Lastly, 
I invite your feedback and suggestions, which will play a crucial 
role in improving our next issue. I would also like to 
acknowledge Mr. Farid Ullah Khan (Editor-in-Chief) for his 
guiding presence and Mr. Muhammad Tahir (Assistant Editor) 
| for his supportive role. At NOA publications, we are diligently 
working towards achieving excellence in academic publishing. 
To all CSS/PMS candidates, I extend my best wishes on your 
journey ahead. I hope our efforts can provide you with the ; 
competitive edge you seek. Best of luck to all of you! 


МӘНІ 


ЫШ 
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BRICS Summi? 2023: 
Aspirafions 8 Frustrations 


> Nuts 8 Bolts of BRICS | ER 
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WILL JOINBRI 


Amidst the escalating bloc politics and 
fluid global dynamics, the XV BRICS 
Summit in Johannesburg from August 
22-24, 2023, defied negative i 
expectations. Despite media, policy, aW OC E s Lodi 
and academic skepticism, the event Argentina, Egypt, Ethiopla, Iran, the United Arab 
succeeded, achieving consensus on Emirates (UAE), and Saudi Arabia to 

key agenda items. Member states platform. Their memberships will commence ! 
agreed on enhancing the use of pary o e 

national currencies in trade and ач Бана balanceagalnistitt COUNTRIES INVITED TO 
financial dealings within the group 57 and the World E | arge MEMBERSHIP 
and with other 'Global South' nations. 
Additionally, there was a consensus on 
expanding BRICS by inviting new 
member states. 


о Evolution of BRICS 


BRICS, representing emerging 
economies like Brazil, Russia, India, 


China, and South Africa, originated in 
2001 from a concept by British economist Jim O'Neill. The inaugural BRIC Summit occurred on June 


16, 2009, where leaders outlined objectives and strategies for global financial and economic challenges 
post the 2008 crisis. The New Development Bank (NDB), BRICS' formal institution, was established in 
2014. In a significant move in 2019, the NDB approved its first non-USD loans. By 2021, Bangladesh, 
Egypt, UAE, and Uruguay joined the NDB. The initial authorized capital of US$ 100 billion saw founding 
members subscribing US$ 50 billion, with US$ 10 billion as paid-in funds and US$ 40 billion as callable 
capital. As per the 2022 IMF data, BRICS nations accounted for 31.58% of the global GDP (Purchasing 
Power Parity). The pre-expansion BRICS members constituted 41.25% of the world's population. The 


global GDP share was 32% in 2022, projected to reach 40% by 2040. 
, aghazetaleem.com 
о BRICS Membership Buy Books Online 0332-5339708 


During the XV BRICS Summit's press conference on August 24, 2023, members announced the 
invitation of six countries—Argentina, Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, Saudi Arabia, and the UAE—expanding 
BRICS from five to eleven members. Membership for these nations will be effective from January 01, 
2024. South African President Cyril Ramaphosa emphasized the agreement on guiding principles for 
BRICS expansion and acknowledged the value BRICS places on partnerships with other countries. ver 
40 countries expressed interest, with 22 formal applications in 2023. 


o Possibility of Using National Currencies 


China's mixed economy, Russia's uniquely Western-sanctioned status, and India's growing alignment 
with the West, particularly the United States, alongside its preference for trading in the US dollar, аг 
factors hindering the traction of acommon BRICS currency. Additionally, with the inclusion of six ne 
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\ | / BRICS New Nearly $33 bition 
Development approved іп loans (two- 
t AA P d BRICS is a group of five countries- Brazil, Russia, India, Bank thirds Issued in U.S. dollars) 


China, and South Africa- considered to be the world’s 


$ 1 00 billion initial Alms to increase local 
leading emerging economies. Before the entry of authorized capital, currency lending from 
South Africa in 2010, the group was called BRIC. The $ 5) billion initia 22% to 3096 
] creation of the group was initiated by Russia. 


subscribed capital, 
SOUTH AFRICA 
2001 2006 2009 2010 2014 2020-2022 2023 
The term BRIC is coined by Jim The foreign ministers of the four First summit is held in The group is renamed The sixth BRICS Summit is held in Due to the spread of The fifteenth BRICS Summit 
O'Neill, then Chief Economist at countries meet at the margins of Yekaterinburg, Russia. BRICS to reflect the Brasilia and Fortaleza, Brazil. BRICS COVIO-19, the is held in Johannesburg, 
Goldman Sachs, referring tothe the General Debate of the United admission of South Africa. — launches the New Development Bank twelfth, thirteenth, South Africa. Saudi Arabia, 
emerging markets in Brazil, Nations General Assembly, starting with an initial authorized capital of and fourteenth BRICS Egypt, the United Arab 
Russia, India, and China. à series of high-level meetings. $100 billion and an initial subscribed Summits are held via Emirates, iran, Argentina and 
capital of $50 billion. The Treaty for the іме video links. Ethiopia are officially invited 
Establishment of a BRICS Contingent to join the BRICS group. Full 
Reserve Arrangement (CRA) is signed. p will be effective 
Rest of World аз of January 3, 2024. 
40,454 
BRICS+6 
| million square 
BRICS+6 Oil 19,157 kilometres 
WE Production виб 
Thousand Barrels рег Огу eU of the world's 


12.9% shares of 
global 
production 


total land 
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members, BRICS transforms into BRICS Plus, presenting both opportunities and challenges. While the 
expansion enhances geopolitical and economic influence, divergent interests among members pose 
challenges to the consensus-based decision-making process within the group. 


O Key Aspects of BRICS Cooperation 


The current BRICS landscape is dynamic, marked by key aspects: 


| Y Economic cooperation is a major force, fostering trade, investment, and discussions on reducing 
| barriers. 

Y Political collaboration includes annual summits addressing regional disputes, international 
| security, and global governance. 

Y Economic development varies among members, with China and India experiencing growth, Brazil 

and South Africa facing challenges, and Russia affected by sanctions. 

Y South-South cooperation prioritizes development projects, particularly in Africa. 

Y Informal dialogues supplement formal meetings, fostering trust and collaboration. 

v 


Geopolitical interests, shared yet divergent, play a crucial role in shaping BRICS dynamics. 


Anticipated On-Going Shift from Multipolarity: Insights from 


BRICS Summit 2023 


Against the backdrop of escalating major power competition, the recent BRICS heads of state meeting 
emerged as a highly anticipated international event. The summit marked a significant step in the ongoing 
shift towards multipolarity, with discussions focusing on the group's expansion and the process of 'de- 
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dollarization' to promote the use of local currencies in trade and financial transactions. While Chi 
Russia reiterated their commitment to reforming the 'neo-liberal world order for a just кане 
multipolarity, India, aligned with the U.S. апа engaged in multi-alignments against China, stood 
an outlier. The question arises whether India can establish itself as a trusted partner in multi 
forums dominated by China and Russia as they actively work towards shaping a post-Wester 
order amidst various alignments. 


The 15th BRICS Summit, excluding major Western powers intentionally, invited 70 nations global] 

Despite French President's interest, he wasn't invited, raising concerns about East-West differences 
South Africa's BRICS emissary emphasized openness to dialogue while excluding Western countries 
reflecting discomfort with the 'neo-liberal' world order, especially by Russia and China. е 


оп {0 
Out ag 
latera] 
П World 


BRICS, since its establishment, aimed for a prominent role in the global economic order, advocati 
adjustments in global financial institutions for multipolarity trends. India supports BRICS for "s 
interests and global governance reforms. PM Narendra Modi outlined the necessity of reforming WTO 
and a clear timeline for UNSC reforms during the Summit. 


Chaired by South Africa, the Summit focused on "BRICS and Africa: Partnership for Mutually 
Accelerated Growth, Sustainable Development, and Inclusive Multilateralism." Leaders in Johannesburg 
deliberated on equitable transitions, multilateralism, women's participation, AfCFTA opportunities, and 
education revamping. BRICS leaders engaged in official meetings like BRICS Plus Dialogue, Outreach, 
Business Forum, and Business Council, fostering discussions through the New Development Bank. 


international role of the US dollar 


World trade | 
Global GDP 
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а. While 
India 
The 


The Summit's primary focus, BRICS expansion, revealed divergence between India and Chin 
Beijing advocated swift expansion to counter G711 and enhance global governance equity, 
expressed reservations, emphasizing guiding principles and criteria for new member admission. 
differing positions underscored a key contention between the two nations at the Summit. 

he bloc and 


Following three days of discussions, BRICS leaders reached a consensus on expanding t siib 
d econo 


issued the Johannesburg II Declaration, a comprehensive document extending beyon 
concerns. The key points include: 


v Adding the Argentine Republic, Arab Republic of Egypt, Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiop™ 
Islamic Republic of Iran, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, and United Arab Emirates as full member 
from January 1, 2024. | 
Continuing the expansion process with agreed-upon guidelines. | 
Encouraging the use of local currencies in international trade and financial transactions 
BRICS nations and their trading partners, with plans for a future roadmap. 

Opposing trade barriers related to Climate Change that are not WTO-consistent. 
Hosting regular BRICS Political Parties Dialogues to enhance economic cooperation. 
Seeking guidance from the BRICS Think Tank Network for Finance on governance matters: 


among 
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Y Advocating for just, equitable, and democratic reforms in the global order, including political and 
financial institutions. 

Y Supporting disarmament and non-proliferation efforts, including conventions on biological and 
chemical weapons, and endorsing Confidence-Building Measures (CBMs) to prevent space wars. 


The 15th BRICS Summit is seen as a significant move toward multipolarity in the context of major power 
dynamics. Experts view it as a crucial moment for reshaping international relations. The French 
President sees it challenging the existing order, predicting it could undermine Europe's influence. The 
exclusion of Western countries signals a shift from the Western-led world order. China advocates a fair 
multipolar world, challenging the petrodollar's hegemony with OPEC inclusion. The stance of India, 
especially in its relationships with Western partners like France, remains a key question. 


The Rise of the BRICS 


G7 and BRICS countries’ share of global GDP 
at purchasing power parity 


Ш С7 NBRICS 


aghazetaleem.com 
Buy Books Online 0332-5339708 


S 
> ж- 


1995 2010 2023 


2023 data based on IMF estimates as of April 2023 
Source: IMF World Economic Outlook 
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As Beijing and Moscow actively pursue a post-Western world order, New Delhi's position is crucial. The 
BRICS Summit gains attention for the expected meeting between Xi Jinping and Narendra Modi amid 
their border dispute. India opted for a virtual SCO Summit due to issues with China, protesting a new 
Chinese map. India seeks independent recognition and emphasizes not being "China plus one." 
Differences between China and Russia on BRICS expansion highlight the complex dynamics. 


India's foreign policy dilemma involves engaging in both mini- and multi-lateral alliances to counter 
Chinese influence. While part of Eurasian and pro-South platforms, India participates in the Indo- 
Pacific’ Strategy and QUAD. Concerns arise, with some, like Ashley J. Tellis, viewing India as a risky 
U.S. bet. Others, like Rajeswari Pillai, warn against trusting none while emphasizing genuine allies. In 
the BRICS context, India remains an outlier, avoiding clear alignment as rising powers navigate a post- 
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Western world. The challenge lies in gaining China's trust while pursuing global governance refory, 
A Съ ухе С С ы М ' ` . . н T " \ ТЕТЕ f m+ x n 
and the success of India's influence remains uncertain in the evolving geopolitical landscape, 3 


BRICS Expansion: Great Promises & Potential 

The recent BRICS expansion, welcoming six new members, reflects the nations commitment to creatin, 
a coalition of emerging economies advocating for the developing world. The group s objectives resonated 
with about forty developing nations before the summit. Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi sees BRIC« 
expansion as a departure from unilateral approaches, presenting ап opportunity for diplomati 
reconciliation between Iran and Saudi Arabia. BRICS has the potential to transform Iranian-Saud; 
relations from tactical engagement to a strategic cooperative model. The expansion is а notable 
achievement for China and Russia, enhancing the alliance's political influence. The transition to BRICS. 
and the establishment of guiding principles strengthen the institution's appeal for fostering consensus 
in the developing world. New member states sig 


nify a departure from traditional Western-approveg 
partners. President Xi Jinping sees this expansion as a historic development, reflecting BRICS countries 
commitment to unity on a broader scale. 


Considering how ney 
BRICS partners use 
emerging cooperation 
systems is crucial. While а 
unified BRICS currency 
seems impractical, the 


The 15th BRICS Summit will take place from adoption of national 
22-24 August 2023 in Johannesburg, South currencies for trade gains 

Africa. This event will be the greatest feasibility. For example, 
India апа the UAE 
conducting oil 
transactions in  rupees 
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Egypt's trade volume with BRICS reached $31.2 billion in 2022. with potential for increased exports and 
a role as a hub connecting continents. 


Established in 2015, the New Development Bank (NDB) mobilizes resources for sustainable 
development. BRICS aims to evolve the NDB as an alternative to global financial institutions. The 
expansion of BRICS allows increased logistical coordination, impacting global aviation and supply 


chains. The inclusion of Saudi Arabia and the UAE may lead to reconfigured aviation-related supply 
chains. The expanded BRICS alliance includes leading oil-exporting nations, representing 42% of global 
oil production. Saudi Arabia's inclusion is economically significant, with an annual GDP exceeding $1 
trillion and a role in global oil markets. Recent efforts to diversify the Saudi economy, combined with 
increased oil revenues, signal potential economic strengthening. Saudi Foreign Minister Prince Faisal 
bin Farhan expresses eagerness for enhanced cooperation. 


The UAE, a significant oil producer, can collaborate with BRICS on energy, renewable energy, security, 
and sustainable development. The UAE's diplomacy and commitment to multilateralism contribute to 
BRICS discussions. For Iran, the BRICS invitation aligns with its "Look to the East" foreign policy. 
Increased non-oil trade between Iran and BRICS countries indicates substantial economic potential. The 
rapid admission of new members raises concerns about BRICS' cohesiveness. The group's credibility as 
a global force depends on fostering consensus among diverse nations. Despite challenges, the BRICS 
collective can strengthen bilateral relations, reducing reliance on Western-dominated monetary 
arrangements. The NDB, gaining momentum with new members, has potential to support BRICS 


economies without prejudicial conditions. BRICS faces a considerable journey ahead to establish itself 
as a prominent global economic and political force. 


Pakistan should seriously consider BRICS membership, given the group's economic prominence. China 
(*2), India (#5), and Russia (#8) rank among the top global economies, and by 2028, BRICS is projected 
to contribute nearly 4096 to global economic growth, according to IMF data. As of April 2023, BRICS 
collectively accounted for 32.196 of global GDP at PPP, surpassing the G7's 29.9%. With six new 
members, BRICS now represents almost half of the world's population (55.7596) and holds around 37% 
(36.976) of global GDP at PPP. Active in major international organizations, BRICS members hold 
significant voting shares at the World Bank and the IMF. From geopolitical, geostrategic, economic, and 
diplomatic perspectives, BRICS offers a suitable forum for Pakistan. As a SCO member, joining BRICS 
aligns with Pakistan's growth potential and desired pivot to geo-economics, facilitating diplomatic 
influence, trade opportunities, and access to natural resources. BRICS covers half of the world's oil and 
gas resources, a key advantage for Pakistan facing energy shortages. In terms of food production, BRICS 
countries contribute nearly half globally, with China, India, Brazil, and Russia as top producers. This is 
beneficial for Pakistan, addressing food and energy shortages through access to vast markets. BRICS 
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gnificant advantages for Pakistan, offering : N 
s with its distinct set of challenges. Firstly, Ling 
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FA spot Bh Pakistan s inclusion stands as a prominent hurdle. Additionally, Pakistan mu 
ge political and economic pressures from its Western partners, who perceive на 


C M . . . . 
ounterweight to Western-created global financial institutions, challenging the global influence 
panning from political instability eco E 
РА ІС 


05 dollar. Furthermore, Pakistan's current array of issues, S 
stagnation, and terrorist attacks to climate change, food, and energy insecurity, may be exploited 
litical stability and conse 
3 


countries like India within B Pakistan's case. Achieving po 
among all stakeholders is crucial before pursuing full BRICS membership. Apart from India's opposition 


there's a risk that other countries might succumb to pressure from external forces antagonistic toward 
s 


Pakistan, potentially blocking its entry into BRICS. 


Gaining full membership in BRICS holds si 
opportunities. However, this endeavour come 


RICS to weaken 


О Recommendations 
ere's substantial groundwork 


resenting its case for BRICS 
sition from India. India's 


The argument for Pakistan pursuing BRICS membership is robust, but th 
needed to make its bid compelling. Recommendations for Pakistan in p 
membership include persisting in its cand j ici 
consistent opposition will deplete its political capital within BRICS, 
members. To counter India's efforts, P 
lobbying all BRICS members to support its entry 


organization. Pragmatic assessments of Pakistan's nati 
that may be challenging interests. Strengthening strengt 


to fulfill or infringe upon its 1n 


agriculture and food production, is cruci 

group. Enhancing the n PKR, is equally vital fo 
thin the group. Ensuring polic 

BRICS members, generating economic an political dividends. Additionally, га 
apply for NDB membership before formally applying for BRICS full membership, 
would complement and reinforce Pakistan's case for full BRICS membership. 
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Decoding G20 Summit 2023: 


Myths & Realities 


What is the C20? 


The Group of 20 is made up of 19 of the world's biggest economies, as well as the 
European Union. It formed in 1999 to discuss policy matters and financial stability. 


aghazetaleem.com 


GERMANY 
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Тһе G20, а group of 19 top 
economies along with the EU, 
recently allowed the African Union 
to join. Chinese President Xi 
Jinping was notably absent from 
the meeting, and Russian President 
Vladimir Putin also chose not to 
attend. While the official declaration 
expressed disapproval of using force 
апа violating the territorial 
sovereignty of any state, it didn't 
explicitly criticize Russia's invasion 
of Ukraine. This compromise aimed 
to bridge the significant geopolitical 


т mye differences among G20 members. 
ins From September 9-10, 2023, New 
КР ARABIA AFRICA KOREA — m Delhi hosted the G20 summit under 
Indias presidency, themed "One 
These countries NE ЕС! Earth, One Family, One Future." 
account for == 2 Established іп 1999 after the Asian 
8 5% us EU n » financial crisis, the G20 initially 
of the world's : : : 
О population is from aimed to unite major economies. 
of global СОР these countries Over time, it evolved to include 


heads of state, addressing global 
issues like climate change, debt financing, and public health amid the 2008 economic crisis. Comprising 


19 leading economies and the EU, the G20 represents 85% of global economic output, two-thirds of the 
world's population, and nearly 7596 of global exports. It serves as a vital forum for international economic 
and geopolitical discussions. In 2023, India, as the host, focused on challenges confronting lower-income 
countries, addressing issues such as escalating debt, persistent inflation, currency depreciation, food 
insecurity, and the escalating impacts of climate change. 


A significant announcement was the launch of the India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor, a large 
project meant to connect India with Europe through the Arabian Peninsula. This initiative is viewed as 
a rival to China's Belt and Road Initiative, which involves transcontinental transportation, energy, and 
data connections. It seems that the G20 and G7 are transitioning from being Western-dominated groups 
to more inclusive organizations, inviting more countries from the Global South. The expansion of BRICS 
and the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) might have influenced these changing priorities, 
leading to the African Union's inclusion. 


> Connecting Continents: 620 Summit's Landmark Transport Agreement 


World leaders made an agreement at the G20 summit in New Delhi to create a new transportation deal. 
It connects the Middle East and South Asia by rail and ports. This agreement is essential as US President 
Joe Biden wants to provide an alternative to China's Belt and Road project. Biden said it's a кла 
deal that will connect ports across two continents and make the Middle East more stable, penc 
and connected. The pact will benefit low and middle-income countries in the region and play a cruc 
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invitee Countries ------- 
© Bangladesh, Egypt, Mauritius, Netherlands, Nigeria, 
Oman, Singapore, Spain and UAE 
India's Cultural Showcase ——__. 
© Bharat Mandapam (inspired from Anubhav Mandapam) 
© Bronze statue of Lord Nataraja (Chola style) 


© Konark Chakra of Odisha's Sun Temple and image of 
Nalanda University (used as iconic backdrops) 
© Thanjavur Paintings and Dhokra art 


© Shipping & railway connectivity corridor (India, UAE, 
Saudi, EU, France, Italy, Germany and Us) - Part of 
Partnership for Global Infrastructure Investment 


G20 now G21 —_ 


© Brass statue of Lord Buddha sitting under Bodhi tree 


9 Diverse musical heritage (Hindustani, Folk, Carnatic, 
Devotional) 


100% consensus on the Declaration | 
_ © Overcoming major differences on Russia-Ukraine war 


* Сай for full implementation of Black Sea Grain Initiative. 


© Action Plan against Fugitive Economic Offenders 
© Countering terrorism and money laundering 


© Permanent membership of African Union in G20 
(in line with India as the ‘Voice of the Global South’) 


Global Biofuel Alliance ———9 
9 Led by India, Brazil and US 


9 Other Initiating Members - Argentina, Bang 
Italy, Mauritius, S. Africa and UAE (Canada and 
Singapore - observers) 


9 19 countries and 12 int'l Orgs agreed to join 


© Globally fair, sustainable, and modern international Climate ———————9 
_ tax system 9520 High-Level Principles on Lifestyles for 
_ € Accelerating Progress оп SDGs Sustainable Development 


© Multilateral institutions (UNSC, Multilateral 
Development Banks etc) 


- © Digital Public infrastructure (crypto, Al etc) 
` © Gender equality and women empowerment 


. © G20 Deccan High-Level Principles on Food 
. Security and Nutrition 2023 


© © Global Biofuel Alliance formally launched 


© Pledge to 3x RE capacity globally by 2030 
9 UK committed USD 2 bn to Green Climate Fund 
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Arab Emirates (UAE), France, Germany, Italy, and the United States, Initial estimates suggest 
ranging from $3 billion to $8 billion for the development of IMEC routes, with India clarif тъга қы a 
directly involved in financing or construction. While touted as a regional Дені ome ois IMEC i t 
extend railway connectivity to all of South Asia. Saudi Arabia sees the corridor as a means to eee 


energy connectivity and rebalance global trade with green materials and processed goods 
о Complimenting or Challenging BRI? 


IMEC holds the potential to link up with China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) through railwa 

connections spanning from India to the Middle East and from Europe to the Arabian Gulf, It ghee, 
a novel set of international 'ship-to-rail transit networks' that can complement China's extensive cross- 
regional port and railway infrastructure present in over 140 countries. The robust presence of the BRI 
in regions like Africa and the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) enhances the geographical 
significance of IMEC. However, IMEC's railway connectivity is limited to India, Europe, and the Arabian 
Gulf. Despite this limitation, a network of BRI ports can contribute to minimizing loading and shipment 
times for IMEC countries, aligning with the corridor's objective of significantly reducing trade duration. 


о Financing Dilemma of IMEC 


Despite being hailed as a "Game Changer," IMEC faces significant uncertainty regarding its costs and 
anticipated benefits, a notable departure from the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) with project values 
surpassing $4 trillion. Saudi Arabia, India, and the United States have not yet established an "action 
plan" with their IMEC partners to outline a transparent financial framework for the corridor. As per the 
G20 agreement on IMEC, the participants aim to convene within the next sixty days to formulate this 
action plan, complete with specific timetables. 


> 620 Summit - Surprising Consensus on Ukraine and Global Challenges 


The G20 summit in New Delhi ended with a surprising consensus between the United States and Russia, 
avoiding direct criticism of Russia for the Ukraine war. Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi suggested 
a virtual meeting in November to review policy suggestions. The summit focused on human suffering in 
Ukraine, avoiding direct blame on Russia. Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov saw it as a success for India 
and the Global South. White House national security adviser Jake Sullivan and other nations praised 
the declaration's principle against using force. French President Emmanuel Macron highlighted that the 
G20 primarily deals with economic matters, while Japan's Prime Minister Fumio Kishida emphasized 
the impact of the Ukraine conflict on global issues. The African Union was admitted as a permanent 
G20 member. Discussions on food security and the Black Sea grain deal continued. Despite challenges, 
the summit achieved consensus on various issues. China's President Xi Jinping and Russia's Vladimir 


Putin did not attend. 


> Weak 620 Response fo Ukraine-Russia Conflict Raises Questions 


The G20's response to the Ukraine-Russia 
conflict was relatively weak, highlighting a 
decline in global influence regarding this 
matter. This raises questions about the true 
intentions of the United States and the 
European Union on this issue. The group 


| displayed significant divisions and aghazetaleem.com N 
diplomatic challenges. The resulting | 2% ен OS RS РД; ЖАА 
| statement lacked substance апа was 


| defended by framing the G20 as an 
economic and  finance-focused forum, 
revealing limitations in addressing critical 
geopolitical concerns. The G20 leaders 
delicately navigated the Russia-Ukraine 
issue, opting for a diluted resolution that 
refrained from direct criticism of Moscow ог 
the United States. Тһе declaration 
emphasized the commitment of countries to 
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their respective positions as outlined 1n 
resolutions adopted at the UN Security Council 
and General Assembly. Despite Western 
countries seeking a more critical stance on 
Russia, the final declaration avoided endorsing 
such criticism and highlighted the importance of 
respecting each nation's distinct position on the 
Ukraine war, signaling a diplomatic victory for 
Moscow. The declaration, issued by India, 
acknowledged the human suffering and negative 
impacts of the conflict but struggled to propose 
concrete measures to address Western arms 
supplies and military escalations. Additionally, 
the document remained largely silent on efforts 
to advance peace talks ог establish new 
diplomatic initiatives between Moscow and Kyiv 


for a peaceful resolution. 
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shina's Evolving Strategy 

Major economies like the United States, the 
United Kingdom, Canada, Australia, and the 
European Union are grappling with substantial 
national debts, driven by various factors 
including demographic changes and healthcare 
costs. These debt levels are a significant global 
concern given the economic power and influence 
held by these countries. Despite their debt 
challenges, the G20 has yet to provide effective 


solutions for developing nations facing 
unsustainable debt burdens. Some of the 
participating global leaders raised these 


concerns at a recent G20 meeting, but doubts 
persist about the G20's ability to address this 
issue fairly. While China has been criticized for 
its lending practices, it's essential to 
acknowledge its evolving economic strategy and 
adaptability to changing global dynamics. 


» Chal len; les in Achieving Consensus 
on Climat 
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ife Change af 620 Summit 


Climate change was another central topic at the 
Indian-hosted G20 summit, but it ended with 
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The C20 countries agreed that states 
cannot seize territory by force and drew 
attention to the suffering of the ^ 
Ukrainian people. It was seen as a clear | 
softening of the position the C20 took 
last year, when it condemned Russia for | 
the war and demanded its withdrawal 


from Ukraine. 


AGE AGAINST RUSSIA n 


THE PARTICIPATION OF TH 


The African Union has off cially bec 5 е 

permanent member ofthe G20 with the айт f 

making the G20 more reprezentatie This 

give the Global South a greaten voice n the C20. 
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IMEC TRANSPORTATION CORRIDOR DECISION 


In a joint declaration signed by India, the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE), Saudi Arabia, 
the European Union (EU), France, Italy, 
Germany, and the United States of America 
(USA), the "India-Middle East-Europe 
Economic Corridor (IMEC)" was declared. 


PROGRESS ON CLIMATE CHANGE 


G20 leaders agreed to triple renewable energy 
capacity globally by 2030 and recognized the 
need to reduce coal power. It was also 
mentioned that $4 trillion per year will be 
needed for the transition to green energy 


THE RISING GEOSTRATEGIC POSITION OF INDIA 


The leadership of the G20 has been an 
Opportunity for India to rise as an influential 
diplomatic and economic power. In this 
important forum, India has endeavored to 
contribute more to the global economy and 
promote international cooperation 
Additionally, the G20 has been the first place 
in the international arena where India's 


name in Hindi, "Bharat," has been used 
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> India's G20 Success: Domestic Campaign or Global impact? 


The Canada-India saga and criticisms 
from Chinese scientists regarding India's 
moon landing have added complexity to 
India's foreign relations. In summary, 
while some may view the G20 as a 
significant success for India, it can be dE а 
seen as more of a domestic campaign for 22285 Қ» С,” ш 
Prime Minister Modi. India has indeed (ЯЗ тт! 09 
secured a seat at the global table, but ӘӘ XN CE) ARN 
concrete actions have yet to match the 
rhetoric. Critical global issues like post- 
pandemic supply chains, food and water 
scarcity, poverty reduction, rising oil 
prices, and global power dynamics were 
overshadowed by discussions about a 
potential corridor, U.S. efforts to counter China, and the inclusion of the African Union - an inclusion 
that, in my view, may introduce further challenges in the future. 


> Key Achievements for India aghazetaleem.com 
; Buy Books Online 0332-5339708 
o Global Consensus ow Russia-Ukraine Conflict 


The G20 demonstrated commendable unity amid the challenging geopolitical landscape of the Russia- 
Ukraine crisis. Despite debates on addressing the conflict, a consensus was reached, termed a 
“significant milestone" by US National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan. This agreement showcased the 
G20's ability to address pressing global issues collectively. 


о African union (Ай) Joins 420 


The joint declaration welcomed the African Union (AU) as a G20 member, expanding the group to 55 
nations with a combined GDP of $3 trillion and 1.4 billion people. India stands to benefit from increased 
opportunities for multilateral trade and development initiatives with this diverse addition to the G20. 


о Political Boost for Modi Government 


Hosting the largest gathering of world leaders in India in 40 years, the G20 enhanced Prime Minister 
Modi's domestic political standing. The government strategically organized working group meetings 
across the country, notably in Kashmir, bolstering tourism. As India heads towards state and national 
elections, the event generated both global publicity and domestic political support. "India wants to 
showcase its rising power and ability to deliver a consensus." - Michael Kugelman, Director of the South 


Asia Institute at the Wilson Center. 
о Introduction of New Economic Corridors 


During the G20 Summit, India and Saudi Arabia unveiled ambitious economic corridors, including the 
India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor and the India-Europe Economic Corridor via West Asia. 
These initiatives, seen as counterparts to China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), garnered international 
appreciation, with leaders like US President Joe Biden acknowledging them as "revolutionary 


investments" capable of fostering global economic progress. 


> Behind the Curtains: Criticisms and Controversies of the 620 in Delhi 


auding its diplomatic successes and 
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The G20 summit in Delhi drew mixed reactions, with some appl 


i i iti i i inister Modi 
ing i t spending and perceived political motives. Prime Minis 
others condemning it for extravagant sp g p eS ora ӨС деме 


appeared to use the event as а platform for ап early elec P ini 
powerhouse, though critics highlighted the stark disparity between the күле ke ode a ap 
pressing challenges like poverty and inequality. Preparations for the summit T u t ды ier ient 
slums, displacing thousands, and the use of large curtains to hide them M ME bmi у ун 
mistreatment of stray dogs provoked public outrage. The summit's high cost spar , 
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criticisms, the G20 summit was viewed as а 4 т 3 
its role in brokering a consensus on Ukraine, 
Showcasing India's growing international 
whether Western nations were willing to л 74 сы 

f > 2) 
bolster it as а counterweight to China. 
Additionally, the summit marked India's | 

E а) Р 
launching a major connectivity project іп the — - 4 4 d We 
Middle East, resembling China's Belt апа «a= 7—2 DA Ses oe. 
global role and its relations with the West and " ' 
China. 
Ф aghazetaleem.com 

> Critique of India's 620 Presidency Buy Books Online 0332-5339708 
Criticism has emerged regarding the joint declaration on the Russia-Ukraine conflict during India’s G29 
presidency. While India and the West celebrate the consensus, critics argue that the language has been 
were omitted, leading to concerns about the declaration's effectiveness. Ukraine’s foreign ministry 
spokesperson criticized the statement, stating that there was "nothing to be proud of." 


diplomatic triumph for India, particularly in 

influence. However, it raised questions about | m - 

overlook India's human rights concerns to қ | / ТІ 

efforts to counter China's influence Бу 

Road Initiative, reflecting India's evolving = “J 

o Joint Declaration - A Diplomatic Controversy 

significantly diluted compared to the previous year. References to Russian aggression and withdrawal 
о Climate Action Promises Lack Substance 


The G20 summit addressed climate change issues, with commitments to triple global renewable energy 
capacity by 2030 and a call for $5.9 trillion in funding for developing countries to achieve climate targets. 
Despite claims of ambition, critics argue that the joint statement lacks concrete steps, especially in 
moving away from fossil fuels. The absence of new language on reducing coal usage, despite the G20 
member states being home to 93% of the world’s coal power plants, raises doubts about the commitment 
to effective climate action. 


о Absence of Key Global Powers Undermines Summit's Importance 


The absence of Chinese President Xi Jinping and Russian President Vladimir Putin due to geopolitical 
tensions and conflicts greatly diminishes the G20's significance. The ongoing border disputes between 
China and India, along with Putin’s avoidance of the summit following an International Criminal Court 
arrest warrant, highlight a strategic threat to the theme of "One Earth One Family, One Future.’ The 
absence of these key anti-western bloc powers undermines the unity and impact of che summit. 
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> ANew Era: BRICS* and 6-20 Reshape the Global Power Balance 


Two major international summits occurred 


recently, each with distinct goals and GDP FER CAPITA 
outcomes. The BRICS Summit, hosted by OF G20 COUNTRIES 


Africa, emphasized inclusivity and 
South , р M The Group of Twenty (G20) comprises 


pluralism, while the G-20 Summit in India 19 countries and the European Union (EU) 


lacked China's President Xi Jinping but had | 
Western leaders attending. Both summits (5260. м ғ 
* ; 
(= І % 


"WERE 2923 INDIA » 


centered around the "China factor." At the 
BRICS Summit, China's role in reconciling 
Iran and Saudi Arabia led to them and other 
nations joining BRICS+. In contrast, the G- 
20 Summit introduced the India-Middle 
East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC), akin 
to China's Belt and Road Initiative, despite 
past Western criticism of the BRI. Notably, 
the G-20's 'consensus' on Ukraine reiterated 
universal principles and marked a shift in 
Western rhetoric. The G-20 is an extension of 
the G7 and leans towards a Cold War 
mentality, while BRICS+ led by China 
combines geopolitical and  geo-economic 
goals, emphasizing de-dollarization. The 
future of BRICS+ and G-20 hinges on their 
objectives and visions. China's BRI, along 
with its economic initiatives, emphasizes inclusivity, diversity, and cooperation. In contrast, recent US 
administrations have focused on militarizing international relations. China's Strategic Culture is 
grounded in the Silk Road, the Great Wall, the Long March, and the 'Century of Humiliation,’ guiding 
its march towards modernization without aggression. The summits illustrate China's strategic 
alternative for the Global South, marking a shift in global power from West to East, acknowledged by 
Western leaders. Pakistan's policymakers are urged to align with this shift in history rather than being 


influenced by tactical considerations or nostalgia for distant allies. aghazetaleem.com 

> 620 becoming 621? Inclusion of African Union Buy Books Online 0332-5339708 
The Summit marked a significant achievement by including the African Union (AU), representing a 
breakthrough moment to enhance visibility and representation of the Global South within the G20. This 
development is particularly important for countries like China, as AU's participation is seen as crucial 
for addressing the financial, economic, and security needs of the developing world. While New Delhi 
views AU's inclusion as a major success, it wasn't guaranteed by India's G20 chairmanship alone. The 
accomplishment is attributed to substantial support from China, aiming to integrate the 55-member 


bloc into the G20 and counterbalance the group's predominant focus on Western interests and economic 
priorities. 


> Gordon Brown's Insights on the G20 Summif and Global Economic Challenges 


| Former British Prime Minister Gordon Brown, UN Special Епуоу on Global Education, addressed the 
World Trade Organisation (WTO) Annual Public Forum, discussing the G20 summit. Brown noted that 
although the G20 summit, hosted by India, showcased diplomatic success for India, it fell short in 
addressing critical global economic issues, including concerns about a Рой Зенас дие 
revealing challenges іп coordinating global economic policies. The summit highlighted е; ра де. 
matters like climate change, AI regulation, debt relief, and famine n Africa. Browmnarnesnent MS - 
for a new era of international cooperation and renewed multilateralism to tackle current с д, 
transcending national borders. He emphasized the importance of globally coordinated action eda Rut 
like climate change, pandemics, financial stability, poverty, debt, and jp Ls E iple 
significant geopolitical shifts, such as the transition from a unipolar world, a shi t hv ARTA 
economics, and the move from hyper-globalization, leading to resurgent nation Y divides into two 
between nations. He also warned of potential declines in international trade if the wor I 
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economic blocs, with disproportionate impacts on lo 
expressed hope for cooperation, citing achievements at the 12th Ministerial Conference 

agreements on reducing fisheries subsidies and a 90-country trade in services agreem 
highlighting the need for further work on global supply chains, special treatments, and a : 
dispute resolution mechanism within the WTO. 


w-income countries. Despite challenges 
И Brow 


including 
f ne While 
unctionaj 


Argentina ~~ Italy 
Australia — Japan 


~ Brazil nie Mexico 
^ Canada j Russia 


China Saudi Arabia 


European Union South Africa 


France South Korea | 


Germany Turkey 
India United Kingdom 


Indonesia United States 


> Xi Jinping and Vladimir Putin's Joint Diplomatic Message at G20 


China's President Xi Jinpings decision to skip the G20 Summit in India is a notable development in 
global diplomacy, reflecting shifts in global power dynamics. The G20 Summit, which brings together 
world leaders to discuss pressing global issues, has been a significant platform since its inception in 
2008. Xi's absence suggests that China is recalibrating its diplomatic strategy, possibly to exert pressure 
on its strained relationship with India, partly due to border conflicts, or to align more closely with 
international groups like BRICS, which aren't as Western-focused as the G20. Meanwhile, India's launch 
of the India-Middle East-Europe corridor is seen as a move to counter China's Belt and Road Initiative 
(BRI), although the corridor's scale and impact may not directly compete with the BRI. Xis nom 
attendance also coinciding with Russia's President Putin not attending could indicate unity between 
China and Russia, influencing their evolving relationship with the United States. The outcome of Chinas 
decision regarding the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) summit in San Francisco will be 
closely watched in the context of the Indo-Pacific region's increasing centrality in global power dynamics. 
In the grander scheme, China, under Communist Party leadership, is strategically navigating the 
complexities of international politics to assert its position as a major global player and reshape global 
dynamics beyond the G20 Summit, potentially rebalancing East and West in international relations: 


> Тһе 620 Summit's Message: Contrasting India and Pakistan's Economic 
Strategies 


The G20 Summit held in New Delhi, saw India's successful hosting of the 18th gathering. The New De | 
Declaration, agreed upon by all participating countries except China and Russia, focuses on 4 
global economic cooperation through multilateralism. This philosophy aligns with India's suce 
forging multilateral relationships that contributed to its economic growth and inclusion in t е0 
group. This approach stands in contrast to Pakistan's economic struggles, marked by nyperinflat^ 
mounting external debt, and heavy reliance on loans, indicating a need for Pakistan to reassess E 
approach to multilateralism and economic stability. 


> Contradictions and Potentials 


- санта stance on resolving the Ukraine crisis suggests a lack of consensu? po its 
be ing © кесте conflicts and disruptions affecting nations like Pakistan. Ongoing disagre n 
etween the West and Russia, coupled with the impact of the Russia-Ukraine war on risin£ oil Р“ 
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may hinder Pakistan's ability to provide immediate fuel price relief. 
ER Moscow's success in avoiding Western criticism creates ап 
uù opportunity for Pakistan to maintain principled neutrality, with 


nations aligning with individual positions. The India-proposed India- 

Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC) raises concerns about 

India's regional isolation campaign against Pakistan, excluding it from 
MAd 2023 INDIA the trade and connectivity framework. IMEC is poised to ела, рео- 

economic competition with China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), 
prompting Pakistan to analyze its political motives and maintain a principled distance from anti-China 
undertones. Simultaneously, IMEC's launch provides Pakistan with a reason to advocate for stronger 
geo-economic connectivity and inclusivity through the planned expansion of the China Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC). Pakistan's crucial role as a natural link between the BRI and IMEC should 
be actively promoted, emphasizing its ability to extend connectivity benefits to Central Asian countries. 
An open engagement policy with all nations is encouraged, fostering geo-economic connectivity across 
various corridors. Intensified diplomatic and economic dialogues, especially with key regions like the 
African Union (AU), can leverage Pakistan's position as the newest G20 member to advance interests in 
promoting inclusive economic connectivity within the G20. 


> Global Economic Corridors and the Evolving Role of Pakistan in international 
Diplomacy 


Geopolitics and geo-economics are also at play, with the India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor 
competing with the Belt and Road Initiative and Russia's International North-South Transport Corridor. 
Interestingly, despite China's G20 membership, it wasn't invited to participate in the new project 
connecting India and Europe. This initiative will also facilitate connections between Israel and Arab 
states. Developing multiple transcontinental energy and trade corridors can be positive as competition 
can drive growth and investment, benefiting countries involved. Unfortunately, Pakistan is more of a 
spectator than an active participant in these global networks due to internal issues. Even the China- 
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), a Belt and Road Initiative project, hasn't been fully utilized. 
Pakistan should recognize that despite India's human rights issues in Kashmir, the international 
community, including Muslim countries, appears less concerned and eager to engage in business with 
India. Economic interests often take precedence over moral concerns on the global stage. To be part of 
these global trade networks and have a voice on issues like Kashmir, Pakistan must first address its 
internal challenges. 


| > Pakisfan'sFufure Course of Acfion aghazetaleem.com 
: o Pivot Eastward amid Shifting Alliances Buy Books Online 0332-5339708 


In light of India's evolving alignment with the West and decreasing reliance on Russia, Pakistan can 
explore diplomatic opportunities in the East. While India and Russia maintain historical ties, recent 
shifts, such as reduced defense purchases from Russia and a focus on the Indo-Pacific, suggest a 
changing dynamic. Pakistan can position itself strategically within the Sino-Russian alliance, leveraging 
geopolitical changes to its advantage. 


о Embrace Soft Power Development and Regional Corridors 


ё" Хы ЕР AC, а. 


Following the introduction of new economic corridors at (һе G20, Pakistan should actively pursue the 
benefits offered by these trade routes and development programs for South Asia. Rather than viewing 
them as a counter to China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), Pakistan should seek inclusion in these 
corridors, utilizing its relationships with Saudi Arabia and the US. This presents an opportunity for 
Pakistan to shape its foreign policy based on geo-economics. 


о Advocate for Kashmir and Human Rights 


ML eds vue 


| Pakistan should maintain a consistent voice on the global stage, drawing attention to the Eua Неде 
i violations in Kashmir. Despite concerns that India might use multilateral platforms to doppa tne 
q Kashmir conflict, Pakistan should act as a stable force, utilizing international forums to highlight human 


rights abuses perpetrated by Indian forces since the revocation of Article 370 and 35A on August 6, 
: 2019. 
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manifestations of economic prowess, geopolitical 


> Shaping the Narrative: IMEC's Genesis and Purpose 


East, Africa, and Europe signifies a decade-long co 
cooperation and supporting growth. 
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> Geopolitical Tussle: Clash of Economic Visions 


In the broader context of the US-China rivalry, 
visions for economic development. China's BRI, 
stark contrast to the IMEC's emergence as a res 
geopolitical interplay between these economic 
dynamics and economic interests. 


> IMEC's Strategic Significance: India's Response fo BRI 


For India, the IMEC represents a strategic move to counter China's influence and create its economic 
and strategic corridor. By strengthening trade and investment ties with the Middle East and Europe 
India aims to diversify its trade partners, reduce dependence on China, and enhance its global influence. 
The IMEC, if successfully implemented, could provide India with unique advantages, ranging from 
energy security to increased political leverage on the global stage. 


the BRI and IMEC symbolize conflicting interests and 
an answer to the world's infrastructure gap, stands in 
ponse to counterbalance China's growing influence. The 
trajectories underscores the complexity of global power 
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China's Belt and Road Initiative 


> Regional Dynamics: Pakistan's Crossroads 


Pakistan finds itself at the crossroads, potentially benefiting from the IMEEC project. The initiative could 
create new avenues for trade, investment, and tourism, leveraging Pakistan's existing infrastructure 
under the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). Integration with IMEEC could be transformative, 
expanding Pakistan's reach to regional nations and strengthening its position in influential corridors. 


> Corridor Wars: Unveiling Geoeconomic Motivations 


Delving into the corridors’ political intricacies, the IMEC emerges as a diplomatic victory for India, 
Strategically backed by the US and its allies. Positioned as a counter to China's BRI, the IMEC reflects 
a larger narrative of the US attempting to offset China's global influence. The geopolitical chessboard 
extends to the Middle East, where the US seeks to reassert its role and influence through initiatives like 
the IMEC. 


Fact Sheet ~ Comparative Analysis of BRI & IMEC 


In this section, the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) and the India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor 
(IMEC) are compared across various aspects. The BRI, launched by China in 2013, is well underway, 
while the IMEC is still in the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) stage. Key points of comparison 
include initiation and progress, scale of investment, geographical coverage, transportation modes, 
directionality, and the scope of projects. 
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о Initiation and Progress | 


"Y BRI was launched in 2013 and is actively progressing. | 
Y [MEC is in the MOU stage, indicating it is in preliminary planning. 


о Scal Investment aghazetaleem.com 
үніне Buy Books Online 0332-5339708 
Y BRI has an estimated value of around US$8 trillion. 


Y ]MEC's investments аге projected to be smaller, possibly a few billion dollars. 


о Geographical Coverage 


Yv BRI spans approximately 150 countries, primarily developing or emerging economies. 
Y IMEC is planned to cover around 20 countries, mainly in the Middle East and Europe, with 
generally higher economic development. 


O Transportation Modes 


Y BRI has a diverse network, with 7096 focused on land-based routes. 
У IMEC emphasizes sea transportation, envisioning shipping lanes and rail and road connections 


О Directionality 


Y BRIis multi-directional, connecting China with Asia, Europe, Africa, and the Americas. 
У IMEC is unidirectional, primarily connecting India to Europe. 


о Scope of Projects 


Y BRI includes a wide range of projects from infrastructure to energy, agriculture, and industrial 
zones. 


"Y IMEC's scope appears more limited, focusing on shipping lanes and rail and road infrastructure. 


О Prospects of IMEC 


"Y IMEC is 90% complete or operational, with advanced stages in sea lanes and railroad 
connections. 

Financial viability is enhanced by the wealth of participating countries. 

Concerns about Chinese dominance drive nations to expedite IMEC's completion. 

Robust private sector involvement can expedite project implementation. 

Economic benefits include regional integration and enhanced energy security. 
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Challenges for IMEC 


Complex coordination among 20 countries poses challenges. 

Financial hurdles and debt burdens may impact funding and economic viability. 
Geopolitical and security concerns in the Middle East could disrupt operations. 
Environmental and regulatory issues need to be addressed. 

Infrastructure gaps and technological integration across borders are challenges. 


о Challenges to Pakistan's Geopolitical Significance from IMEC 


5% 


Y Misconceptions about IMEC's scale compared to BRI, especially CPEC. 

"Y Pakistan's unique geopolitical location and strategic importance in regional trade remain 
unchanged. 

Y IMEC's dependence on Pakistan underscores its ongoing geopolitical relevance. 

v 


Geopolitical realities, including the India-Pakistan rivalry, highlight the importance of regional 
stability. 


> Conclusion: Navigating the Future of Economic Corridors 


As nations maneuver their a 
pieces on the geoeconomic ^ 

chessboard, the future of 

economic corridors remains PROJECT PROJECT 
uncertain. The clash between << 
IMEC and BRI signifies more 
than just infrastructure 
development; it represents a 
struggle for global influence. The 
complexities of regional 
dynamics, strategic interests, 
and diplomatic manoeuvring 
will shape the narrative of 
€conomic corridors, influencing 
the trajectory of nations in the 
years to come. BRI and IMEC 
represent distinct approaches, 
with BRI having a larger scale ©. | T 
and global impact. In addition, IMEC offers economic benefits and connectivity but is still in early Ee 
Pakistan's geopolitical significance remains intact despite the emergence of new projects like IMEC. On 
that front, cscollaboration with Pakistan is crucial for the success of regional connectivity initiatives. 
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Indian Nationalist internationalism, 
DECONSTRUCTING INDIAN REALPOLITIK 


India proudly celebrated its 18th G-20 
Summit as a historic achievement in 
multilateral diplomacy, particularly for 
brokering consensus on the Russo- 
Ukraine conflict. The release of the joint 
declaration, "G20 New Delhi Leaders' 
Declaration," required intensive efforts and 
extensive negotiations, reflecting India's 
diplomatic prowess. 


о Diplomatic Applause: Global 


Recognition of India's Efforts j^ Y aghazetaleem. 
22: |Buy Books Online 0332-5339708 
India's success in garnering consensus р с қсы! aa 


received global acclaim. China appreciated 
New Delhi for sending positive signals 
through the Joint Declaration, while 
Russia declared it a diplomatic win due to 
the absence of any mention of Russia as 
an aggressor. Western leaders, including 
the UK Prime Minister and the White 
House National Security Adviser, lauded 
India's stance against the use of force in 
territorial acquisition, recognizing India's 
diplomatic efforts. 


о Evaluating Indian 
Achievements: G-20 Summit 
и, the Context of Global Power 
Dynamics 


The 18th G-20 Summit occurred against the backdrop of intensified major power rivalries, dividing the 
world into China-Russia and U.S.-led Western blocs. India, as the G-20 chair, faced the challenge 9 
navigating through this complex geopolitical landscape. ' 


O Optics vs. Substance: &JP's Political Agenda in Hosting G2o 


India's focus on optics rather than substantive long-term objectives during its G20 Presidency raise 
questions about the Bharatiya Janata Party's (BJP) political agenda. By hosting the summit, BJP аш 
to use it аз a political asset for the upcoming Lok Sabha elections, emphasizing a Hindu national! 
outlook and renaming the event as "Bharat Moment." 


o Global South Leadership: India's Attempt to Lead and Unresolved Issues 


jl, 
India aimed to assert leadership in the Global South by working with countries like Indonesi: Bric 
and South Africa. However, the lack of substantive action on critical issues, such as the Ukraine © 
and climate change, suggests that India failed to effectively represent and lead the Global South 
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—— аар. | The Nationalistic Hell | 
Joint Declaration Dynamics: 
Lines 


The release of the Joint Declaration showcased 
India's diplomatic challenge in navigating 
disagreements among member states. The 
Ukraine conflict, a major point of contention, 
highlighted the difficulties faced by India in 
balancing the demands of the U.S.-led 
Western bloc and China-Russia alliances. 
о5імо-Іидій Rivalry: Xi's Absence 
and Economic Corridor Dynamics 
aghazetaleem.com 

Buy Books Online 0332-5339708 The absence of Chinese President Xi Jinping 
from the G-20 Summit indicates growing Sino- 
India rivalry. India's support for the India- 
Middle  East-Europe Economic Corridor 
(IMEC) reflects its attempt to counter China's 
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) while navigating 
delicate diplomatic relationships with both the 
West and China. 


О Diplomatic Rows: India's Approach to Differences with Canada and China 


India's handling of diplomatic rows with Canada and China reveals its modus operandi in dealing with 
differences. Snubbing leaders and resorting to pressure tactics rather than meaningful dialogue may 
hinder India's ability to address disputes effectively. 


о Conclusion: G-20 Summit's Impact on India's Global Positioning 


While claims of a diplomatic triumph surround India's G-20 Presidency, compromises on critical global 
issues and a lack of long-term strategic vision suggest a more nuanced assessment. India's exclusive 
foreign policy approach driven by Hindutva ideology raises questions about its ability to navigate 
complex global dynamics effectively. As India aspires to create its sphere of influence, the challenges of 
balancing regional and global interests become increasingly apparent. 
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The fighting between Israel and Palestine started again on October 7th when Hamas unexpectedly 
attacked Israel. In response, Israel launched air attacks and blocked off the Gaza Strip, a place 1 
Palestine controlled by Hamas. This conflict has been going on for a long time, and it's causing à lot of 
harm. Here is an overview of this all and how it began. 


Єхойис< 1947: А Turning Point íin the Isra el-Palestine Contlict 
Many Jewish people from Europe, including some who survived the Holocaust get on a ship called 
Exodus 1947 to go to Palestine, which was controlled by the British at the time. They hope to live in the 
‘promised land." But British naval ships stop them and send them back to Europe. This event gets ae 
of attention from the media and makes many people around the world very upset. It pushes the 
think that a solution for the Palestine problem, with the help of the United Nations (UN), is needed 
special group from the UN suggests a plan. It says that 56.47 percent of Palestine should be for a Jew!s 
state, and 44.53 percent should be for an Arab state. The Palestinian leaders don't agree with this P 


to the plan. Thirty-three countries vote to split the area 
not to vote either way. 
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On May 14, 1948 Israel’s first Prime M | tin 
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Middle Eastern Conundrum 


Nations (UN) says that Israel gets 
77 percent of the land in Palestine. 
For Palestinians, this day was a 
very sad one. It was called the 
"Nakba, which means а big 
disaster. Many Palestinians had to 
leave their homes because they 
heard about attacks happening in 
places like Dir Yassin. They went to 
Egypt, Lebanon, and Jordan. At 
the same time, armies from Egypt, 
Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, and Iraq 
attacked Israel. This started a war 
called the 1948 Arab-Israeli War. In 
the end, the Arab armies were 
pushed back, and there was a 
break from fighting. New borders 
were drawn, and they were better 
for Israel. Jordan took control of 
the West Bank апа East 
Jerusalem, and Egypt took control 
of the Gaza Strip. 


o 1956-The Suez Crisis: A 
War and Withdrawal 


The Second Arab-Israeli War, also 
known as the Suez Crisis, occurred 
because Egypt took c ontrol of the 
Suez Canal. In response, Israel, the 
United Kingdom, апа France 
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In the controversial process of normalizing and 
initiated by Egypt and continued by Jordan, at first 
wars and geographical imperatives predominated, 
while last year's agreements came to add the 
dimension of alliances 


Egypt 


Bahrain 


Sudan 


Morocco 
Egypt / 1978 Camp 


David Accords 


State of war between 
Egypt, Israel ends 


Israel withdraws from 
Sinai Peninsula while 

Israeli ships gain right 
to travel through Suez 


BAHRAIN 


ч 


Morocco / Dec. 10, Sudan / Oct. 23, 
2020 


2020 


Sudan agrees to 
normalize ties with 


In response to 
recognition of its 


right of sovereignty Israel in exchange 


: Bahrain / Sept. 15, 2020 
over the Western for being removed , 
Sahara, Morocco from list of Abraham Accords 
re-establishes countries which 


Gulf state of Bahrain calls 


diplomatic relations дегі ‘historic step’ 


with Israel 


support terrorism 


Jordan / 1994 Wadi United Arab Emirates (UAE) / 
Araba (Arava Valley) Sept. 15, 2020 Abraham 
Treaty Accords 

Ends 46-year state of war Relationship evolves to reciprocal 
between Jordan and Israel visits by officials plus visa 


exemptions 


teamed up. Israel entered the Gaza Strip and the Sinai Peninsula. Later on, the United States and the 


Soviet Union, another big country, 
did. 


pressured Israel to withdraw its soldiers from those places, so they 


O 1959-The Emergence of Fatah and its Role in the PLO 


Yasser Arafat created a group called Fatah in Gaza and Kuwait. Later, this 
part of the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO). 


group became a significant 


о 1967The Six-Day War: Transforming the Middle East Map 


In the Third Arab-Israeli War, also known as the Six-Day War, Israel fought against its Arab neighbors. 
This war brought about significant changes in the Middle East map. Israel took control of the West 
Bank, East Jerusalem, the Gaza Strip, the Sinai Peninsula, and the Golan Heights. 


© 19F3-The Yom Kippur war: A Hard-Fought Battle 


On October 6, 1973, which was the Jewish holiday of Yom Kippur, Egyptian and Syrian armies attacked 


Israel, Starting 


а new war in the region. It was called the Yom Kippur War. The war lasted for 19 days, 


and in the end, Israel pushed back the armies from the Arab countries. But, sadly, a lot of people from 
all sides, thousands of them, lost their lives. 


> 1979-The Historic Israel-Egupt Peace Agreement 


An agreement for 


peace between Israel and Egypt was made in Washington. It followed the Camp David 


Accords, which were signed in 1978 by the leader of Egypt, Anwar Sadat, and the leader of Israel, 
Menachem Begin. As part of this agreement, Egypt got back the Sinai Peninsula, which they had lost 


durin 
Israel, 
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ISRAEL/PALESTINE 


Israel's land, air and sea blockade has trapped more than two — сосет Inside the 
Gaza Strip since 2007. No portion of Gaza's society or economy has been left untouched, 


Food insecure 
Population: Area: Unemployment rate: households: 


2.1m % 565 km? 45% 64% 


One of the most densely Among the highest Especially impacting 
populated areas in the world in the world rural households 


Beit Hanoun/Erez 
Crossing 
Israel has launched four (Into Israel) 
military assaults on Gaza: a 
“ 2008-9 aghazetaleem.com 
/ Lasted 23 days 


2012 
Lasted 8 days 


2014 
Lasted 50 days 


2021 
Lasted TI days 
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(Into Egypt) 
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s Source: UN | June 15, 2022 
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TIMELINE OF ARAB ISRAEL RELATIONS 194 to more than 1,000 Palestinian 
| people losing their lives. This was a 
m UAE and Bahrain normalized ` : . 
е | diplomatic relations in a dou time when the world saw images of 
(db E t brokered by Washington. — : Palestinian demonstrators using 
qim е stones to stand up against the 
АЩ. рели свийн! powerful Israeli military. It became а 
| th yt жәке ы Н 1994 | symbol of the Palestinian fight for their 
i " $ rights. During this uprising, a group 
Moroccan minister Mohamed Oufkir : : 
had concluded an arrangement with the | 1980 | called Hamas was formed. They were 
israelis to train Moroccan intelligence : influenced by the ideas of Egypt's 
әре | z " Muslim Brotherhood. Right from the 
: ] 1970 pese ca rci b tir Желі uid in Кос. 
à m : resolving disputes including force an idn't accept the idea o 
Sudanese Minister : 4 
Abdullah 2 күз ; ЕСЕН : ете Israel аз a legitimate state. 
Golda Meir, Israel's fourth : ‘the abating а 
, held a: n мі i 
Қалы LE enm. эё м О 1993-The Oslo Accords: 
тант ЕСТЕ тее A Historic Handshake for Peace 
1957 к Tus. Сй Yasser Arafat апа Israeli Prime 
meeting between йму маш Minister Yitzhak Rabin signed ап 
| 1950 | VEM a important agreement called the Oslo 


Accords. This agreement led to the 
; 1) Morrocan King Hassan creation of the Palestinian Authority, 
Ышы aghazetaleem.com which was in charge of governing the 
айылы ONERE Buy Books Online 0332-5339708 West Bank and Gaza. On September 
: Bourguiba opposed Pan 13, there was a big moment at the 

Gyo ^r ideology. White House when Arafat and Rabin 

Strategic Research Institute shook hands in front of the U.S. 

President, Bill Clinton. This event was seen by more than 400 million people on TV all around the world. 


o 1995 -The Assassination of Yitzhak Rabin 


On November 4, 1995 Rabin was killed by a person who believed strongly in right-wing ideas and was 
also Jewish. This happened during a peace event in Tel Aviv. 


© 1995- Benjamin Netanyahu's First Term as Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu became the prime minister for the first time through an election. 
o 2000-Sharow's Visit and the Second Intifada 


In September 2000, Sharon, who was the leader of a right-wing party called Likud, visited a place in 
Jerusalem called Al-Aqsa/Temple Mount. This made the Palestinians very upset, and it led to the Second 
Intifada, also known as the Al-Aqsa Intifada. It continued until 2005, and during that time, about 3,000 
Palestinians and 1,000 Israelis lost their lives over five years. 


In 2001, Sharon became the prime minister of Israel. He stopped talking to Arafat and kept him in a 
place called Ramallah. 


© 2002-Turming Points: Israel's Separation Wall and UN Talks 


i ildi i West Bank. For the 
The Israeli government began building a big wall to keep Israel separate from the Ba 
first time, the United Nations Security Council talked about both Israel and Palestine existing together 
as separate countries. The Israeli army ended the blockade in Ramallah. 


© 2004-Controversy Surrounding the Deaths of Sheikh Ahmed Yassin and Yasser 
Arafat 


On March 22, 2004, Sheikh Ahmed Yassin, who was a co-founder of Hamas and солан Қала» 
killed іп a helicopter attack by Israel. Eight months later, оп November 11, 2004 PLO chai 
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passed away in a hospital in Paris after being sick for a long time. Arafat's death has been talked about | 
а lot. Some experts think he died from natural reasons, but others wonder if he might have been 
poisoned with something called polonium 210. 
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о 2005-А New Leader and Israel's Withdrawal from Gaza 


Mahmoud Abbas became the president of the Palestinian Authori 
Israel withdrew from the area. 


o 2006- Challenges and Changes in the middle east 


ty. After controlling Gaza for 38 years, 


On January 4, 2006, Prime Minister Sharon had a stroke and went into a coma, which he stayed in 
until he passed away in 2014. After that, Ehud Olmert became the prime minister and the leader of 
Sharon's new centrist party, Kadima. During this time, Hamas won the legislative elections in the 
Palestinian Territories. This caused the United States and the European Union to stop giving direct help 
to the Palestinian government. In addition, a Lebanese group called Hezbollah, which follows Islamic 
ideas, launched rocket attacks on Israel and captured two Israeli soldiers. Israel responded with a strong 
military action, and many people, mostly from Lebanon, lost their lives. Many people in Israel saw this 
war as not successful, and they started asking Olmert to step down from his position. 


о 2007- Hamas Took Control of Gaza 


After many months of fighting between Hamas and Fatah forces, Hamas took control of Gaza. 


o 2008-Conflict Erupts in Gaza: A UN Report ow War Crimes 


On December 27, 2008, the Israel Defense Forces 

one day, more than 200 people lost their lives. Soon 
lasted for two weeks. A report from the United Natio 
that are considered war crimes during this fighting. 


o 2009-Ceasefire Declared: The End of a 22-Day Battle 


On January 18, 2009, Israel and Hamas separately 
22-day battle. During this time, more than 1,300 


(IDF) started a sudden attack on Gaza, and in Де 
after, the IDF began a ground invasion of Gaza Ee 
ns later said that both Israel and Hamas did thing 


е 
said they would stop fighting, putting an end t? В 
Palestinians and 13 Israelis had lost their lives. 


o 2011-Israel's Iron Dome: Defending Against Rockets 
On March 27, 2011 Israel had set up a missile defense sy : 


e 
stem called Iron Dome. This system help 
them stop short-range rockets that were often launched fro 


m Gaza. 
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О escalation of Violence: The Соул тис tw November 2012 


Israeli forces killed a top Hamas commander, Ahmed al-Jaabari, in an airstrike on November 14. They 
continued with more airstrikes over an eight-day campaign. During this time, Hamas fought back by 
launching rockets at Jerusalem for the first time. In total, over 130 Palestinians and five Israelis lost 
their lives. 


MN Шығымы, „ ; aghazetaleem.com 
O Escalation LW. GAZA: The Summer Conflict of 2014 Buy Books Online 0332-5339708 


In June, 2014 three Israeli teenagers were kidnapped and killed near the city of Hebron in the West 
Bank. Israeli officials said that Hamas was responsible for this, and on July 8, they began many 
airstrikes in Gaza. This led to a back-and-forth of rockets being fired between Israel and Hamas over 
seven weeks. Because of the Israeli missile strikes, more than 2,200 Palestinians in Gaza lost their lives. 


o Gaza Border Protests: A Look Back at 2012 


On March 30, 2018 tens of thousands of Palestinians gathered near the border with Israel in the Gaza 
Strip. They were protesting against Israel's blockade of Gaza. These protests went on for several months. 
By the end of December 2018, the Independent International Commission of Inquiry, which was set up 


by the UN Human Rights Council, reported that at least 189 Palestinians had lost their lives, and more 
than 6,000 were hurt during these demonstrations. 


5 1 aghazetaleem.com 
o May 2021 Conflict: Tenstlons at Al-Aqsa MO CIZ Buy Books Online 0332-5339708 


In May, 2021 Palestinian worshippers had conflicts with Israeli police at Jerusalem's Al-Aqsa Mosque 
compound. This came after weeks of growing tension. Hamas then fired many rockets into Israel, 
demanding that Israeli forces leave the compound. In response, Israel carried out airstrikes in Gaza, 
starting an 11-day conflict that led to the deaths of more than 200 people. 


о August 2022 Gaza Alrstrikes and Rocket Attacks 


On August 5, 2022 Israel launched many airstrikes on Gaza, and they killed a senior member of the 
Islamic Jihad group. This caused the Palestinians in Gaza to fire rockets in response. Over the next 
three days of fighting, at least 40 Palestinians lost their lives. 


о 202z-Israelt Forces Clash with Palestinian Militants in the west Bank and Hamas 
Launches a Bold Attack on Israel in GAZA 


On January 26, 2023 Israeli forces had a raid in a tense town in the West Bank. They ended up killing 
nine members of the Palestinian Islamic Jihad group and some other people who weren't involved. In 
response, Palestinian fighters fired two rockets, which led to Israel striking back. Fortunately, there were 
no more reports of people getting hurt. Then, on October 7, 2023 something big happened. Hamas did 
a major surprise attack on Israel, which had never been done this way before. Hamas fighters managed 
to get into Gaza, even though the border was very well protected, using different ways like by air, land, 
and sea. Israel reacted with airstrikes on Gaza and sent more troops to the border. 
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Demystifying Israel-Hamas Conflict 


In the heart of the Middle East, the land of 

— a Palestine once again finds itself in the grip of 
P A | Ё © Y й М Ё a devastating conflict that has left 
communities shattered and lives in ruins. The 

recent escalation of violence, initiated by a 
targeted attack from a Palestinian group 
ruling Gaza, has plunged the region into an 
abyss of despair. The toll has been horrifying, 
with thousands lives lost and thousands of 
individuals injured, further deepening the 
wounds of an already conflicted land. The 
subsequent air strikes, claiming the lives of 
thousands of Palestinians, have left the region 
teetering on the edge of a full-scale ground 
invasion. Amidst this chaos, hostages, 
including soldiers, civilians, children, and the 
elderly, have been taken, deepening the 
humanitarian crisis. Vital infrastructure, 
housing, tunnels, mosques, and even homes 
of Hamas officials have been ruthlessly 
targeted, leaving entire communities in 
despair and displacement. In this grim reality. 
the international community must rise to the 
occasion and take decisive action. The 
aghazetaleem.com indiscriminate violence against civilians ал 
Buy Books Online 0332-5339708 the destruction of essential infrastructure аге 
clear violations of human rights ай 
international law. Urgent intervention 15 
needed to protect the lives of innocent people 
and ensure their safety. The cycle of violence 
must be broken, and lasting peace must 
established in the region. At the heart oft 
conflict lies a fundamental need for just 
and dialogue. The Palestinian people, like 


be 
his 
ice 
al 


their families in peace, and to have the opportunity 
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“Operation al-Aqsa Storm,” is a | É 
historic event as it marked the first SRAEL-PALESTINE WAR 


direct conflict within Israel's м И , Ч 
boundaries since the 1948 Arab- Journalists killed отсе October Fi 
Israeli War. What made this 
offensive particularly stunning was 502518 


not only its surprise factor but also | ЕУ Mohammed Abu Hatab Salam Mema 
the fact that it caught not only СЕ) Mohammed Bayyari Husa buberak 
Israelis, known for their world- ашады Majd Fadl Arandas Ahmed Shehab 
Class. well-equipped, and highly Mustafa Bakir lyad Matar Mohamed Fayez Abu Matar 
Э асе A Muhammad Moin Ayyash Imad al-Wahidi Saeed al-Taweel 
| Mohamad Nabil al-Zaq Majed Kashko Mohammed Sobh 
intelligence systems, off guard but нечик a aiia Hisham Ainwajha 
also the entire world. The Israeli- РЯ washer ABU мага Assaad Shamiakh 
Palestinian conflict is closely ШИЕ SE nC. Duaa Sharaf Mohammad al-Salhi 
monitored due to its potential to 77 Jamal al-Faqawi Mohammad Jarghoun 
disrupt peace in the Middle East, а ШЕЕ Salema Mukhaimar anm Mohammed Lan 
region crucial for global oil supply. айдын) Saec ана an 
The fear of oil supply disruption Hassouneh Salim Ahmed Abu Mahadi 

À "E. eu Mostafa al-Sawaf Mohammed Imad Labad jussa idan 
and Its potent З р | Amro Salah Abu Науаһ Roshdi Sarraj Shai Regev 
prices, thus impacting economies И мона пес All Ayelet Arnin 
worldwide, especially vulnerable Т Khalil Abu Aathra Yaniv Zohar 
ones like Pakistan, added an extra ТЕСЕ Sameeh al-Nady EN 
layer of concern to this already ӘС Mohammed Balousha 


volatile situation. The audacious 95500 sam Bhar Farah Omar 

and deadly manoeuvre executed by Mohammad Abu Hasira Abdulhadi Habib Rabih al-Maamari 

Hamas has айсо rained questions Mohamed al-Jaja Yousef Maher Dawas Issam Abdallah 

about the effectiveness of Mossad, Israel’s renowned intelligence agency, which is traditionally 
considered one of the world’s most formidable agencies, specializing in counterterrorism, covert 
operations, and intelligence collection. Often compared to counterparts like the CIA (United States), MI6 
(United Kingdom), and FSB (Russia), Mossad’s inability to anticipate and prevent the surprise attack by 
Hamas was a notable surprise not only for Israel but also for other global intelligence agencies with a 
significant presence in the conflict-prone Middle East. This unprecedented military manoeuvre involved 
a clever transformation of civilian machinery such as bulldozers, hang gliders, and motorbikes, 
effectively challenging the Middle East’s most potent army. It marked a significant breach in Israel’s 
defences, the most serious since the Arab-Israeli conflicts of 1973. Hamas achieved this through two 
years of strategic subterfuge, concealing its military plans and convincing Israel that it had no intention 


of engaging in a major confrontation. 
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While Israel believed it was pacifying a war-weary Hamas through economic incentives for Gazan 
workers, the group was covertly and effectively preparing its fighters. This preparation took place in 
plain sight but under the guise of not being ready for a conflict. Hamas employed unconventional же 
untraceable intelligence tactics, leading Israel to underestimate its strength and resilience. pe resu И 
was а shocking апа sudden assault that caught Israel off guard, resulting in more than one t n 
Israeli casualties and dozens of abductions. Кы А. ei A з Кыйын рер 
Forces, described this surprise move as *Israeli 9/11," admitting - quema 
unaware. In lead-up to this audacious manoeuvre, Hamas constructed a mock Israeli se 

Gaza for bus sedie is Even many Hamas leaders were kept in the dark about Ex eder bio) 
the 1,000 fighters involved had no clear understanding of the exercises true aed pe еқ себе а = 
divided into four parts: an initial barrage of 3,000 rockets fired from ые» A age қ қалада. pud 
fighters using hang gliders and motorized paragliders, the securing of terrain by £ i^ m то has 
breach of fortified barriers using explosives and motorbikes. г меге = ap sete do ШАА Un 
and commando units attacked key Israeli military installations, disrupting co ' 


i i h high- 
j j ly achieved early in the attack. One suc 1 
раена ааа еш а eene ed on party-goers near Gaza, with social media 


мйне эи. PAD ТЕРІДЕН 722 fled the scene amid gunshots. Hamas' remarkable ability to 
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ге capabilities until it decisively unveiled them апа the 
2-2 itv with which Hama i 
biggest blow to the invincibility of Israel. The Specs 22 E ons into Israeli еа ВА 
Gaza border je wl ^S an 
breached the Gaza-Israel barrier, penetrated the | HER m O minutes w 
military T and launched over 5,000 rockets into Israel within just 2 ites were indeeq 
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> Motivations behind Hamas’ ‘Operation Al-Aqsa Storm: А Complex Perspective 


; » ‘buted to several factors. Firstly, it highlights Ham.» 
The 2. 2... ректен 2 a Islamic site, the Al-Aqsa Mosque. Additionally 
ie does бел. of Arab states normalizing relations with Israel, as 22. 4. Abraham 
Accords involving the UAE, Bahrain, Sudan, and Morocco. This trend is a cause for concern among 
Palestinians, as it reduces pressure on Israel to settle with them and signals a prioritization of peace 
with Arab states over peace with the Palestinians. Hamas, while not recognizing Israel, has indicated it 
would observe a truce if Israel withdrew to its 1967 borders, but scepticism remains about Israel's 
willingness to do so, especially if Saudi Arabia were to conclude its deal with Israel. Furthermore, the 
timing of the attack is significant as it coincides with the 50th anniversary of the Yom Kippur or 
Ramadan War in 1973, potentially symbolizing the aspiration of surprising Israel, as Egypt and Syria 
і did back then. The trajectory of the conflict remains uncertain. There are concerns about Hezbollah’s 
involvement in Lebanon, depending on Iran's stance, and the potential for Palestinian militants in the 
West Bank to launch their attacks, creating a third front against Israel. Moreover, there is the possibility 
of attacks on Jewish Israelis by Arab Israelis living in Israel, leading to a fourth front. 
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> ‘Operation Al-Aqsa Storm’: Potential Impacts 


The recent assault has led to a 
significant and devastating 
impact on both sides, with no 
clear resolution іп sight. 


President Joe Biden has pledged | 
support for Israel, indicating ; 
ISRAEL PALESTINE ӘБИ 
GAZA ^ OCCUPIED WEST BANK challenges with strong backing. 
KILLED However, Israeli actions in Gaza | 
may be constrained by the fact | 
ABOUT AT LEAST AT LEAST that some Israeli citizens have | 
e) 14 854° 2 been kidnapped Бу Hamas | 
1,20 9 29 militants and taken to Gaza. | 
includina 52 children The conflict has the potential to 
INJURED aghazetaleem.com 2-5339708 Hz duca us ж. ai 
AT LEAST Buy Books Online 0332- cce == significant concern is the 


== potential for disruptions in oil 
5 600 56 OOO 2 75 prices and supply chains, which 
? ? ? сап have far-reaching 
Lon Әлі consequences. The Middle East 

ren and women 
is a critical region for oil 
At least 6,800 missing production, and any instability 
in the area can lead to increased 
oreover, the conflict's disruption 
ate global supply shortages and 
structure is damaged, the flow of 
ntial products. This, in turn, can 
for consumers around the world. 
ditional challenges as they grapple 
ain. These countries may experience 
economic situations and potentially 
€ started is not going to go down any 
uphill task as indiscriminate Israeli 
at greater risk creating a worldwide 


including 6,150 children 


oil prices, affecting not only energy costs but also the global economy. M 
of supply chains and movement of essential commodities can exacerb 
inflationary pressures. As transportation routes are affected and infra 
goods can be impeded, leading to delays and increased costs for esse 
lead to rising commodity prices, making necessities more expensive 

Weak economies, like Pakistan and others in the region, may face ad 
with the impact of higher oil prices and disruptions in the supply ch 
increased costs for imports, which can strain their already fragile 
lead to balance of payments issues and inflation. This conflict onc 
time soon. For Israel, going full-scale against Hamas will be an 

bombing would put the lives of the Palestinians mostly civilians 
reaction against civilian killings. Balancing a robust response with concerns about international opinion 
remains a challenge for Israel, though Western governments have largely expressed support for Israel in 
the current conflict. Ultimately, this situation underscores the need for Israel to develop a comprehensive 
policy to manage the possible opening of war fronts with Hamas, Alfatah, Hezbollah and its citizens of 
Arab origin. While Hamas justifies its attacks by citing the 16-year blockade of Gaza and Israeli 
crackdowns in the West Bank, Israel and Western countries have condemned the mass killing of 
civilians. The situation has jeopardized efforts to normalize relations between Israel and Saudi Arabia, 
which could have had implications for Palestinian aspirations and Iran's influence in the region. As the 
conflict continues, there are growing questions about Israel's intelligence failures and the fate of Israeli 
hostages, further complicating the path to a resolution. 


- Ongoing Conflicts—Question of Israel Normalization of fies with Arab World 


The Israel-Palestinian conflict is intensifying rapidly in the wake of recent attacks by Hamas, reversing 
récent progress on the diplomatic front in the prospect of Israeli normalization with the Arab world. 
However, Israel's response from here on out must be calculated carefully. Israel is pursuing a collective 
punishment against all civilians in Gaza which is a very critical issue. Distinguishing between үк 
and civilians in Gaza was a must. Gaza is one of the most densely populated places on earth, with wie 
two million people living in an area of around 140 square miles. Moreover, the seep ay tine 
in Gaza was already in a dire state prior to the outbreak of new hostilities, making the intant y y шор 
all the more alarming, as recently warned by United Nations Secretary General Ann u le 
has cut off electricity, water and energy supplies to Gaza, killed and displaced the civilian resi ; 


NOM. Gono M аи 
NOA's Contemporary World 


оп Our PDF Group 0332-5339708 PDFs Material For CSS PMS FPSC 


KE ИРИ тт 


М 


5а! 
е оп С55 РМ5 Books | (aghazetaleemigemy;: Online Book store. 0332-53399708 | 


emotional impact on the Arab  ISRAEL-GAZA WAR 


world must be considered. The 
ramifications of this conflict 
could extend beyond the political 
realm, as it deeply affects the 
hearts and minds of people 


Palestinians in israeli custody, including more than 


There are at least 8,000 | 
Id without charge or trial. 


2,200 administrative detainees he 


Israeli detention centres, interrogation centres 


across the Arab and Muslim 
nations, generating resentment prisons and military courts 
against Israel and a sense of 
helplessness in being able to 5 ОО Al-Jalameh 
: Damon 
help fellow Arabs in Gaza. мый etd и pes: net : Gilboa 
Furthermore, the conflict will alestinia s надагт : Shatta 
à : ' agidd 
further unite the Arab world in prisons before October cae sé а стас, 
solidarity with the Palestinians, Petah Tikva T "d 
their Muslim brethren, in the 5,000 Ayalon p = West Bank 
- : Nitzan 2 
face of what 15 V . Дей Ofer 
i ression | ' amle i : 
е 2H poser October 7, including: purs 2 mw ге ске дее 
against civilians. This emotional 
connection across the Arab — ME EA 
f — yala 
world strengthens support for | Ohalei Keidar 
Palestine and increases pressure = Eshel 
on governments to act, both , Naqab 
diplomatically and materially. my гата 
> . amon 
And its likely to be more ; 
powerful than previous waves in wai 2 Prison 
a Detention centre 
' 5 Interrogation centre 
Military court 


the conflict, as nowadays posts 
and videos on social media fuel aghazetaleem.com 


the Arab population's public ШЕЛУ ер SION ¢ 7) 


оріпіоп, а5 reflected іп eruptions 

of pro-Palestinian protests across Arab states as well as Muslim communities in the West, for example 

in Turkey, Jordan, Egypt, Iraq, France, the UK, and Canada among other countries. In more tangible 
hat is thus afforded to extremists and radical groups to 


terms, the threat stems from the opportunity t 
exploit the Arab street and recruit and radicalize sympathizers. In this respect, it is extremely dangerous 
to view the Israel-Hamas conflict as a religious war, as stated by Republican US Senator Lindsey 


Graham. Should the crisis be viewed in such manner, this has the totally unwelcome potential to strain 
relations between Arab nations and other countries, as well as give extremists and radical groups the 
opportunity to perpetuate a cycle of violence leading to impeding progress towards a much-needed 
peaceful resolution between Israel and Palestine as well as between Israel and the broader Middle East. 


The persistent and unresolved violence between Hamas and Israel generates fear and anxiety across the 


Arab world. The fear of potential spillover effects, including in : . 1; the 
disruption of peace agreements, can be overwhelming. The Een inse 
conflict and continuously inflamed sentiments are important to consider lle e by 
Syria and Lebanon, both of which have armed militias that are very well su ted by Iran and can get 
involved in the conflict scene at any moment at Iran’s request, further AE танай E ie 


» — ee = impacts on KSA-Iran Relations - Question of Saudi-isree! 


Despite their longstanding animosities, KSA C ; . 

Ibrahim Raisi had their first call ever since о 0 EQ салгап ваа Iran's Рез, 

discuss pee ү s in) following the attacks by Hamas Lain orit in Mens — 

и үр E Tam aM Tehran has never generated concrete s — "o diplo 

occupied the media space in re e process of normalization between the KS 1 have large 

cent months, putting the stante dme = he backgroun | 
— -Iran in the 

d ede uds ове етер irse week ince Mohamed Ві? 

Yet with advent of the on ай pie ates, М regarding relations ч Ped алар orward 
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ISRAEL-GAZA WAR ground toa halt, which 

А ; yc жел жуг. M. is obviously in Iran's 
Сата» children: Living under war interest. Regardless of 
About half of Gaza's population of 2.3 million is below the age of 18. Many Palestinian the challenges х facing 
minors in Gaza have been traumatised by war, with some having experienced five the normalization of 
israeli assaults since 2008. KSA-Israel relations, 


Iran’s regional 
2000-00 МАЛ кеу n POS WAR 2021 WAR 2023 WAR intentions remain а 
23 day: = кйм Ц уе таїїег оҒ сопсегп. Ав 
d «y Ls we Му К, US Secretary of State 

iy қ aw? a ее д Г Yd Anthony Blinken has 
А y au Жа & : | "SH visited Israel, Jordan, 
' Doce ‚ ЖАРГА! S NS Жох а Qatar, Saudi Arabia, 
yes caked occides ere пме wars the United Arab 

Emirates (UAE), and 
Egypt to reaffirm the US 
condemnation of 
Hamas attacks and the 
2-year-old 6-year-old 8-year-old 15-year-old 17-year-old US solidarity with 
Israel, Iran’s Foreign 

5,500+ Minister Hossein Amir 

Abdollahian is on a 
diplomatic tour in Iraq, 


Estimated number of children aghazetaleem.com 


killed in each war Е Lebanon, апа Syria. On 

Buy Books Online 0332-5339708 the one КОЙДО US 

official visits in the 

region aim to involve 

34] regional artners in 
иа — O 81 р 


2008-09 2023 Washington's efforts to 
aiir Asof à prevent the spread of 

a the conflict to other 

regional areas such as Lebanon, Syria, in addition to determining mechanisms to protect civilians. On 
the other, Iran may be indirectly aiming to politically coordinate with senior leaders of their resistance 
axis so as to prolong the period of the conflict and put Israel under pressure by widening the fighting’s 


potential scope. 


> Hamas-israel Strife and Challenges for Egypt 


— 1] have an impact on Egypt, posing significant security risks. With a shared border, 
Wesce thc fen ines of алу pena masa hof uper om te Gaza лі The tae 
tensions along the border with Egypt may prompt it to take action to protect its own ае y x e bre. 
Egypt's involvement could entail an increased military presence along the border, P T, of 
been suffering over the past decade as a result of extremist activities and куты ки Ef стича 
Sinai, close to the Gaza-Israel border. Additionally : domestic political Mn 3» Ron s are coming 
impact on Egypt's participation in the conflict, particularly given that president! It of the 

PARK hi spect, due to the mass displacement of civilians іп Gaza as a resu E 
Р ч се = "s к. iis Egypt is already facing mounting pressure to open its puy to TN 
pedis season ус ӨР; m broaden the regional scope of the crisis. However, Egypt 18 hig З ey oped 
refugees in, which ке. from Gaza to North Sinai and has affirmed that paee oa E er е 
А. tis ee es euch is *the cause of all causes, the cause of all Arabs," as stated by Бур 

o their cau , 


President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi. 
> Ongoing Israel-Palestine Conflict-Po 
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licy Choices for Global Actors 


ean Union (EU), have a vested interest in 


Th n mpt to mediate between the two 
urth alating. ese actors often atte ір | ; 

Үс e EA AA resolution. However, if their efforts fail, they may be 
triving 10 


m d h n interven hips at 
i the presence of US warships 
i directly, as shown by ut 
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regional war is something the international community should avoid. Furthermore, as different lob 
powers have contrasting geopolitical interests in the Middle East, the escalation of the conflict betes 
Israel and Hamas as well as other Iran-backed groups in Syria and Lebanon means that Russia will n, 
remain on the outside looking in. Especially given that Iran has been the main ally for Russia in its zi 
on Ukraine to date, this implies that Russia is very likely to support Iran and its proxy militias across 
the region. 


%-7 


zetaleem.com 
Buy BooksOnline 
‚ 0332-5339708 


“eg ' - 
zt Am а “ 
т, 2 РР УМЕН 


o Potential Benefits for Russta 


Russia has maintained a strong presence in Syria for almost a decade and has militarily supported 
President Assad’s regime to date. Russia did not also directly condemn Hamas attacks, а sign te | 
possibly deteriorating ties between Israel and Russia. The situation in the north of Israel is actu En 
more critical given that Iran-backed groups in Lebanon and Syria are fully supported by Iran. In addito 
to Syria itself being fully supported by Iran and Russia, it is very possible that the current exe 
bring Russia and Iran even closer toward their shared interests in the Middle East, particularly boul 
regard to countering the West. This perhaps explains why the Arab League Chief Ahmed А 
Gheit headed to Moscow just two days after the Hamas attacks on Israel took place. 


Furthermore, the currently developing conflict in Gaza provides an opportunity for Russia in its bier 
Ukraine. The conflict diverts Western powers’ focus and resources towards the Middle East, allov ie 
Russia to potentially bolster its forces, infrastructure, and capacities in Ukraine while the internal, 
community is occupied elsewhere. Russia could exploit this opportunity to consolidate territorial tt 
increase support for separatist movements, or further advance its strategic interests in Eastern Eur ы 
The diverted focus of Western allies оп the Hamas-Israel conflict may inadvertently loosen regio m 
alliances and commitments. With less scrutiny, Russia will engage in efforts to further consolid4*. al 
influence in neighboring countries within the post-Soviet sphere. By taking advantage of new geopo н, 
rifts, Russia may strengthen its strategic position and expand its sphere of influence in Eastern Eur 
the Middle East, and West Africa. 
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| o Chiwa's Position 
| PN : А | 

| All that said, China’s position is still unfolding towards the develo 
already expressed its deep disappointment in China's lack of condemnation of Hamas attacks. 
Additionally, China Foreign Minister Wang Yi has blamed the rapidly deteriorating situation in the 
Middle East on the lack of justice for the Palestinians. Regardless of the geopolitical dynamics of the 


Israeli-Palestinian conflict that have been present for decades, China’s recent statements may indicate 
that its views are aligned with those of Russia. Thu 


ping conflict in Gaza. Israel has 
| 


> Conclusion 


Overall, the situation is extremely com 
October 7, along with Israel's ongoing 


emotional aspect resulting from the on 


Arab world. The mix of anger, solidarity, grief, fear, and the potential threat of radicalization collectively 
shape perceptions and attitudes among Arab populations. Achieving durable peace requires 
acknowledging and addressing the emotional dimensions of the conflict for both sides and empowering 
moderate voices within the Arab world for а peaceful resolution that respects the civilian rights and 
aspirations of all parties involved. As tensions continue to mount, it is imperative for international 
actors, regional powers, and the parties involved exercising the utmost restraint, prioritizing constructive 
negotiations, and working towards a sustainable and lasting peace while carefully considering the 
geopolitical implications of every action for international and regional powers. The last thing the world 
needs is a new regional war erupting in the Middle East. 
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HUMANITARIAN LAW 


International Law 5 
Israel-Palestine Conflict 


Unravelling the Distortions 


The Israeli-Palestinian conflict has once again thrust itself into the global spotlight, with recent events 
sparking widespread debate on the role of international law in shaping the narrative. In this article, we 
dissect how international law is employed to mask the realities of Israeli settler-colonialism and explore 
the consequences of invoking the 'right to self-defense within the context of the Israeli occupation of 
Palestinian territories. 
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> Distorted Narratives and Legal Frameworks 


o False war Paradigm 


The declaration of war by Israel in response to attacks on its towns initiated a chain of events leading 
to a devastating blockade of Gaza. The subsequent high civilian casualties and displacement һауе 
framed as a 'war,' perpetuating a narrative that legitimizes Israel's actions. However, crucially a 
from this narrative is the acknowledgment of the underlying issues of colonization, occupation, 
apartheid. 


psent 
and 


о Israel as a Colowizer 

1005 
The roots of the conflict trace back to Israel's establishment as a colonizing state. Early UN resolu id 
characterized Palestine alongside other colonized nations, emphasizing the parallels with ард ori 
South Africa. The 1967 war and subsequent UN resolutions highlighted the inadmissibility of terr! 
acquisition by force, yet deliberate ambiguities paved the way for Israel's settlement activities: 
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— Middle Eastern Conundrum 


o Oslo Accords and Ongoing Oppression 


The Oslo Accords in 1993 were presented as a 
peace agreement, masking the persistent 


oppression апа  dispossession faced by IN INTERNATIONAL 


Palestinians. The international community's 


failure to address the root causes allowed Israel HUM AN ITARIAN LAW т=з 


to continue its colonization and occupation, 


rendering the Oslo Accords ineffective in | THE LAW OF ARMED 


achieving genuine peace. 


» The Right fo Defend and the Right CONFLICT - THERE IS 
to Resist NO HIERARCHY IN PAIN 
о Distorted Categories AN D SUFFERING. 


Omitting the context of colonization and 


occupation e edet Palestinians ^ These rules exist to help preserve 


simplistically as either 'victims' or 'terrorists.' "aui 
The humanitarian framing overlooks the root humanity їп the darkest moments, and 


causes, perpetuating aid dependency, while they desperately need to be followed 
labeling Palestinians as 'terrorists' denies their today. 


legitimate right to resist occupation, a right 
recognized in international law. aghazetaleem.com 
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o Self-Defense Fallacy 


Israel's constant evocation of the 'right to defend itself is contradicted by international law. Article 51 of 
the UN Charter legitimizes the use of force in self-defense, but it cannot be invoked when the threat 
originates from within an occupied territory. The International Court of Justice affirmed this principle, 
emphasizing Gaza's status as occupied and condemning Israel's actions as war crimes. 


o Collective Punishment in Gaza 


The ongoing humanitarian crisis in Gaza, exacerbated by Israel's control over essential supplies, 
highlights the perpetration of war crimes, crimes against humanity, and genocide. The indiscriminate 
use of force, forced displacement, and denial of basic necessities constitute a systemic violence against 


the Palestinian people. 


> Outdated Laws of War and Accountability ЕЗЕК 
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О Flawed Legal Framework 


Attempts to justify civilian casualties by 


that fail to address power asymmetry, t AU 
modern warfare. The laws of war, developed during colonial times, 


contemporary conflicts, especially those outside the Global North. 


O Accountability and international Criminal Court 

The international community's reluctance to update the laws of war ре with the continuation " keir. 
А T ; і Criminal Court's jurisdiction over war crimes in. 

Israeli-Palestinian conflict. The International for accountability. The ongoing investigation into 


: еті ; avenue 
| Occupied Palestinian Territory presents ап ; . ү 
ш а in Palestine underscores the urgency of holding responsible parties accountable 


» international Humanitarian Law in Israel and Gaza 
o Legal Definitions and Application 


ael prompts discussions on international humanitarian law 
binds states and non-state armed groups involved in 


invoking the laws of war reveal a reliance on outdated norms 
echnological advancements, and economic interests shaping 
lack efficacy in addressing 


d Isr 
The aftermath of attacks by Hamas an ; 
(IHL). IHL, outlined in the Geneva Conventions, 


JANUARY, 2024 | 
NOA's Contemporary World 
Join Our PDF Group 0332-5339708 PDFs Material For CSS PMS FPSC 


Sale on CSS PMS Books (aghazetaleem.com) Online Book store. 0332-53399708 
4 


Palestine Crisis |——— 


conflicts. The non-reciprocal nature of IHL emphasizes the absolute prohibition of violations, irrespectiyę 
of the opposing party's actions. 


о Basic Rules ofthe Laws of war 


IHL establishes fundamental rules governing armed conflicts, emphasizing the distinction betwee 
combatants and civilians. Deliberate targeting of civilians, taking hostages, and collective punishment 
are considered war crimes. The occupying power, in this case, Israel, must ensure the humane treatment 


of the population and meet their basic needs. 
O War Crimes and Accounta bility 


The conflict in Israel and Gaza has witnessed multiple war crimes, including attacks violating the laws 
of war. Both Israeli forces and Palestinian armed groups are implicated, and individuals responsible for 
war crimes, including commanders and civilian leaders, are criminally liable. The International Criming) 
Court's ongoing investigation holds the promise of accountability for these serious violations. 


Deaths preceding the war 
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> Effectiveness of international Humanitarian Law 
о Classifying the Conflict 


о Siege and Violations 


The imposition of a "total siege" 
рб ge on Gaza г 
humanitarian law. While a siege ; 81868 concerns г i опа! 
. ge is not ici T egardin jan ith internatio 
such as starvation and impeding еа licitl À ited, its odi Жел Ў камы ы n tolations 
апап relief efforts Th quences often lead to nflict 
ions of international hu Skee unleashing of violence in the СО 
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o International Obligations 


States, including Canada, have a duty to ensure respect for international hu 
must remind parties in the conflict of their obligations, em 
international humanitarian law even in situations of abuse. Abandoning t 
laws risks further chaos and undermines efforts to mitigate the i 


on manitarian law. Third States 
phasizing the importance of upholding 


he pursuit of respect for these 
mpact of armed conflicts. 


o Towards Acknowledgment and Accountability 


As the Israeli-Palestinian conflict persists, 
unravelling the distortions surrounding 
international law becomes imperative. 
Acknowledging the realities of settler- 
colonialism, occupation, and apartheid is 
crucial for addressing the root causes and 
moving towards a just and lasting resolution. 
Effective accountability, facilitated through 
mechanisms like the International Criminal 
Court, is essential in ending the cycles of 


1м 
violence and promoting a future built on ФАР A 
respect for international humanitarian law. | X aghazetaleem.com 330708 
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document in international law that codifies all 
war crimes. Various branches of international 
law, including humanitarian, criminal, and 
customary laws, contain lists classifying acts 
as "war crimes." The UN defines war crimes as 
actions during armed conflicts that breach the 
Geneva Conventions and violate international 
humanitarian law, also known as the "law of 
armed conflict." This law aims to limit the impact of war and focuses on protecting individuals not or no 
longer involved in hostilities. The recent escalation in the Israel-Palestine conflict has led to 
unprecedented collateral damage, with over 100 children reported killed daily since October 7. The death 
toll has surpassed 6,000, making it one of the deadliest Israeli assaults in decades. The fundamental 
principle of war, distinguishing between combatants and civilians, has been shattered under the guise 
of "collateral damage." 


According to international law, armed conflicts must adhere to rules set forth in the Geneva Conventions 
of 1949, Children are to be protected and treated humanely. While Israel ratified these conventions in 
1951, it exempted itself from the 4th Geneva Convention, disavowing Palestine as an occupied land. 
UNICEF has repeatedly called for unimpeded humanitarian access to the besieged Gaza Strip, where 
half the population is under 18. The recent strike on Al-Ahli Arab Hospital in Gaza resulted 2 over К 
deaths, including innocent civilians seeking refuge. Article 18 of the Geneva Convention provic s ipei А 
protection to hospitals, yet ongoing attacks on medical facilities constitute a Б viola ор, M. 
international law. Warring parties are obligated to attack only military слее саген — сі 
objects, but the relentless shelling of Gaza has put 2.3 million residents at risk since 

! 2007. 


| Human Rights Watch accused Israel of usin; 
posing severe risks to civilians and violating ir 
Gaza is termed "collective punishment," imposini 
commit. With dwindling clean water, over two mi 
to drinking contaminated water with perils of dise 
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‚ World reacts to US veto оп GAZA 


US Veto to Gaza Ceasefire Bid. 
Fuels Warning of Wider Conflict 
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— ~ Machiavellian Agenda of Biden’s Administration 


The United States' recent veto of a UN resolution, co-sponsored by 100 countries, calling for ап 
immediate humanitarian ceasefire in Gaza has drawn global criticism. The veto, coupled with Britain's 
abstention, resulted in the resolution's failure, despite support from 13 of the 15 UNSC members. This 
veto has intensified the conflict, drawing widespread condemnation. Israel, empowered by the veto, has 
escalated its attacks on Gaza, resulting in a significant death toll and humanitarian crisis. The ongoing 
conflict has claimed over 17,400 Palestinian lives and approximately 1,100 in Israel since October 7. 


HOW THE U.S. VETO ENABLES ISRAELI IMPUNITY 


Since 1967, the United States has used its UN Security Council veto as much as all of the other permanent 
members combined. More than half of its vetoes were to protect Israel from criticism and accountability. 
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о Immedtate Consequences of the veto 


Following the US veto, Israel conducted intense bombardm А 150 | 
deaths in the past 24 hours. The conflict has raised rene дао sae 


catastrophe, with aid workers warning of a collapse i Yu. sn 
and starvation. pse in Gaza's humanitarian system, threatening diseas 
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o Reactions from Palestine and Hamas 


Palestinian leaders strongly condemned the US veto, with President Mahmoud Abbas labeling it 
"complicit" in war crimes. Prime Minister Mohammad Shtayyeh criticized it as a "disgrace," and Hamas 
deemed it "unethical and inhumane," accusing the US of participating in atrocities. 


о Global Reactions 


World leaders, international organizations, and Muslim countries expressed denouncement and 
disappointment. Palestinian authorities criticized the US, with President Mahmoud Abbas holding it 
"complicit" in war crimes. Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan labeled the UN Security Council the 
Israel protection council, emphasizing the severity of the situation. Amnesty International accused the 
US of a "callous disregard" for civilian suffering, while Doctors Without Borders stated the US veto made 


it "complicit in the carnage." Human Rights Watch criticized the US for potentially being complicit in 
war crimes by providing support to Israel. 


We are devastated by the UN Security Council's failure to adopt a 
resolution demanding a ceasefire in Gaza—blocked by a solitary 
veto from the United States. "By vetoing this resolution, the US 
stands alone in casting its vote against humanity.” Doctors 
Without Borders 


о US Justification and subsequent International Criticism 


The US justified its veto, asserting the resolution was imbalanced and wouldn't contribute to a 
sustainable ceasefire. However, this move faced strong international criticism. Amnesty International 
condemned the US for a "callous disregard" for civilian suffering, and Doctors Without Borders deemed 
the veto as complicity in the Gaza carnage. Israel's UN ambassador, Gilad Erdan, linked a ceasefire to 
the return of hostages and Hamas's destruction. Deputy US ambassador Robert Wood defended the 
veto, describing the draft resolution as rushed and imbalanced, asserting it wouldn't contribute to 
concrete progress. 


aghazetaleem.com 
o Global Concerns and Calls for Ceasefire Buy Books Online 0332-5339708 


Countries worldwide expressed disappointment, with the UK abstaining due to the resolution's lack of 
condemnation for Hamas. Iran warned of an “uncontrollable explosion" in the Middle East, and China 
criticized the US for double standards. Turkey called for UN Security Council reform, emphasizing the 
need for justice and a fair world. In addition, Russia accused the US of issuing a "death sentence" to 
civilians, and France lamented the UNSC's failure to address the crisis. Turkey's President Erdogan 
criticized the US for supporting Israel, calling for UN Security Council reform. Other nations like Oman 
and Malaysia also expressed regret and objection to the US veto. 


cover as it commits atrocities, including collectively punishing the 
Palestinian civilian population in Gaza, the US risks complicity in 
war crimes." Human Rights Watch 


о Humanitarian Crisis and impact ow GAZA 


The conflict has left vast areas of Gaza in ruins, displacing around 80% of the population nap Кау 
severe shortages of food, fuel, water, and medicine. Hospitals and Jekaninactune are ым in 
exacerbating the dire situation. UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres highlighted the urgen 


: і d security. 
a ceasefire to prevent irreversible consequences for regional peace an ty 


о Global Critique and Accountability 
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ii ongoing conflict. The failure of the international 
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conflict in Gaza intensifies, the vetoed UN resolution and subsequent events have triggered a broader 
crisis. The world watches with growing concern as the humanitarian situation worsens, and calls for 2n 
immediate ceasefire persist amidst a backdrop of global condemnation for the actions of the US ап 
Israel. The UK abstained due to the resolution lacking condemnation of Hamas, while the UAE 
questioned the message sent by the UNSC's inability to unite for a Gaza ceasefire. Iran warned of an 
"uncontrollable explosion" in the Middle East, and China criticized the US for double standards. 


“Аз long as America supports the crimes of the Zionist regime 
(Israel) and the continuation of the war ... there isa роза of 
an uncontrollable explosion in the situation of the region, 


Amirabdollahian - Iranian FM, 
aghazetaleem.com 
о Voices of Dissent and Accountability Buy Books Online 0332-5339708 


Critics worldwide, including Yanis Varoufakis and Helen Clark, accused the US, especially President 
Biden, of complicity in the ongoing conflict. Craig Mokhiber, former head of the UN Human Rights office 


in New York, denounced the US for vetoing a ceasefire, highlighting the impact on the Palestinian 
population. 


Security Council (UNSC) resolutions with its historical use of 
the veto power, blocking resolutions critical of Israel or 
advocating Palestinian statehood. Since 1945, 36 UNSC draft 
resolutions related to Israel-Palestine h ave been vetoed, with 
the US responsible for 34, while Russia and China vetoed two 
each among the five permanent members. These resolutions 
aimed to establish a peace framework for the enduring Israel- 
Palestine conflict, addressing issues like international law 
adherence, self-determination for Palestinian statehood, and 


condemnation of Israeli actions leading to displacement or settlement building. The US has wielded its 
veto power 46 times, encompassing events such as Israel's invasion of southern Lebanon and the 
annexation of the Syrian Golan Heights, with a significant policy shift in 2019 when Washington formally 
recognized Israeli sovereignty over the Golan Heights. A notable exception was the 1972 draft resolution, 
where the US refrained from vetoing, urging an immediate cessation of military operations for 


international peace and security. Under the key resolutions blocked by the US, the October 18, 2023 
resolution calling for "humanitarian pauses" and the rescindin ( 


Gaza faced a US veto. The US ambassad 


unanimous support from other UNSC members. 
Intifada, expressing concern, condemning attack 
Convention, with then-US Ambassador John Ne 
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» | Terrorism 


A Story of Чоне, Slip-Ups 4 Rhetoric 
Terrorism: Decoding Myths, 
Realities & Required Actions 


Persistent terrorist attacks originating from the Pak-Afghan border show no signs of abating, inflicting 
a significant toll on Pakistani lives. Incidents of suicide bombings, already surpassing the total count 
for the entire year of 2022, and indiscriminate terrorist assaults are widespread. 


> Operation Zarb е Azb and the Missed Opportunity to Eradicate Terrorism 


Operation Zarb e Azb, a meticulously planned 
and executed military campaign against 
terrorists іп the former Federally 


T 

ww me 
ы а fag Administered Tribal Areas (FATA), proved 
GG Vs 


highly successful in breaking their stronghold 
and expelling them beyond Pakistan's 
territorial limits. The operation could have 
achieved its envisioned objectives had the US- 
NATO-ISAF joined the bold and aggressive 
initiative proposed by Pakistan. A strategic 
culmination, blocking escape routes along the 
Pak-Afghan border, would have trapped 
terrorist groups in a decisive cul de sac. The 
combined force of Pakistan's military and the 
US-NATO-ISAF could have served as an impenetrable anvil, potentially closing the chapter on terrorism 
in the region. However, for reasons unknown, the US-NATO-ISAF chose not to participate, allowing 
numerous terrorists to escape into the rugged terrain of Afghanistan. This decision, coupled with the 
absence of subsequent meaningful operations, provided a window for hostile intelligence agencies in the 
region to facilitate the reorganization and revitalization of terrorist groups. As a result, these groups 
found a conducive environment as the US-NATO-ISAF departed from Afghanistan and the Taliban 
assumed control in Kabul, enabling them to freely fortify bases and launch audacious forays across the 


Pak-Afghan border. 
> Aftermath of the US Withdrawal 


Afghanistan unfolded in an unceremonious, confused, and 
rtune moment for the Taliban to swiftly establish their 
focus on securing their own and national interests, the 
multitude of terrorist groups scattered across the Afghan 
wilderness. Cognizant of the potential unity of these groups а. ere bem mew ego 
i j Kabul. Simultaneously, the Телгік-1-Тапоап 

and aimed to keep them at a distance from Ka ment left behind by the departing 


i : isti d equi 
a ed access to sophisticated weapons апа ! i 
UNATOA DRE enhancing their capacity for terrorist attacks. The Taliban, while ostensibly 


leading to an alignment of interests 
i i h well-armed groups to pose threats, leading to а n 
че ЖЫ Macs ves quedes. This convergence facilitated the TTP's initiation of malicious те 
ОШ. ve ES Бакас ч Pak-Afghan border into Pakistan, a situation where the Taliban, орет i 
stances e practical measures to impede groups like TTP, ISK, JuA, operating iro 


established bases within Afghanistan. * 
» The Unfavorable impact of Kabuf's Government hange 


; ігі the regional terrorism 
i t yielded positive outcomes for | ге 
The alteration іп Kabul s dee s enc vie been agonizing. Diplomatically and politically, а 


dilemma. Instead, its repercussion 
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growing sense of mutual 
mistrust between 


and Pakistan is evident due | Тһе Impact of Terrorism 
the Taliban's reluctance to Arou nd the World 


confront terrorism directly. Their А : 
attempts to facilitate a Impact of terrorism in countries according 
каты the ТТР and Pakistan to the Global Terrorism Index (2023) 

ave proven fruitless, marking a Р i i né low Ш Noi 
significant error on A b месу кал. ЕНЩ sio ch por "i — 
part. Respectable nations do not E Ga A 
negotiate with terrorists; they sieve | 
Subdue them апа dictate terms 
after. Ап even graver mistake 
Was resettling them in the 
former FATA without subjecting 
them to rehabilitation and de- 
indoctrination. Frustrated 
Pakistani officials now 
contemplate extending the battle 
across the Pak-Afghan border, 
but the Taliban seem indifferent, 
prioritizing their own interests 
over Pakistan's concerns. 


On the terrorism front, Pakistan 
continues to endure suffering. 
The Afghan environment has become hi 


several ways. Cross-border terrorist attacks have surged in number, intensi 
ISK, and their affiliates operate with co 


ghly conducive to terrorists, adversely affecting Pakistan in 


ty, and audacity. The TTP, 
nfidence, relying on secure bases and support in Afghanistan. 


» Taliban Disregard for International Commitments: implications for Regional 
Counterterrorism Efforts 


The Taliban have consistently shown disdain for international agreements and regional efforts aimed at 
combating terrorism. Despite reminders from Paki 


Stan about their commitments under the Doha 
Agreement, they brusquely dismissed Islamabad's concerns, emphasizing that the agreement was with 
the US, not Pakistan. This could be interpreted in various ways: firstly, they may lack the capacity to 
handle the numerous terrorist groups within Afghanistan; Secondly, they may be reluctant to incite 
reactions or provoke existential threats from these groups; and thirdly they may feel indebted to some 
groups for their support during Struggles against the US-led ISAF, Regardless of the rationale, theif 
stance implies complicity in perpetuating terrorism 


in the region. 
> The Resurgence of TTP 


U 
intelligence agencies arose after bi e 
ned the Broup, the vacuum ie logi 
ed TTP, benefiting from shared ipe 
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recruitment, and sustained supply 
chains. By May 2023, TTP claimed 


over 75 attacks in Pakistan, 
employing various methods such as 
sectarian violence, targeted killings, 


kidnapping, suicide bombings, and 
guerrilla tactics, 


TTP's aspirations to merge with 
other militant groups, demonstrated 
through alliances with the Yasir 
Dawar group, а Baloch jihadist 
faction, and two other militant 
groups, have enhanced its 
operational capacity. The 'Endgame 
Strategy underestimated ТТР 
persistence post-conflict in 
Afghanistan, impacting Pakistan's 
security and regional stability. 
While Pakistan's security forces 
have conducted effective operations, 
a comprehensive approach 15 
necessary. Socio-economic development, particularly in marginalized areas, can reduce the appeal of 
extremist ideologies. Strengthening partnerships with countries like Saudi Arabia, UAE, China, the USA, 
and Afghanistan through strategic planning, information sharing, joint operations, and regional 
cooperation is crucial to counter TTP's resurgence and prevent sanctuaries in Afghanistan. This 
comprehensive approach aims to control cross-border attacks by TTP militants. 


> Challenges in Pak-Afghan Relations: Tensions, Talks, and Counter-Terrorism 
Efforts 


Casualties from TTP-led attacks continue to rise, creating strain in Pak-Afghan relations. Proxy terror 
outfits like ISKP, BLF, and Ahrarul-Hind, believed to use Afghan soil, contribute to the violence. A recent 
trip to Kandahar and Kabul reveals Taliban officials' concerns about Pakistan's criticism of their 
counter-terrorism efforts. The Pakistan army chief's rejection of talks with TTP has led to unease in 
Kabul and Kandahar. Despite the Taliban's efforts to counter-terrorism, they acknowledge ideological 
and capacity limits. A decree barring cross-border attacks shows a commitment, but Pakistani officials 
seek open denouncement of TTP. Kabul emphasizes the need for patience and desires friendly relations 
with neighbors, citing ongoing efforts to neutralize threats. Hamid Karzai suggests a candid, behind- 
the-scenes approach to address issues constructively. Despite challenges, both sides express the 
importance of time and corrective measures for a positive way forward. 


> Challenges in National Security Discourse 


In the wake of a resurgence in militancy, including suicide attacks in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) and 
target killings, political leaders have engaged in blaming the military despite border controls. This ene. 
seen as opportunistic political point-scoring, reveals the failure of political parties to provide a 
comprehensive security policy. Historical patterns show parties. targeting the military for асарын 
survival, shaping public opinion for sympathy. Ethnic-based political parties in КР, Shere eee = 
Pakhtunkhwa Milli Awami Party, have lost public confidence, paving the way fori PTI: de open 8 
Pakhtoon Tahaffuz Movement are seen as potentially detrimental to national security, fostering ое 
strife. Social media, manipulated by hired influencers, perpetuates false narratives M ees |" ert 
impacting younger generations. Despite General Asim Munir's commitment to кү ии 
media continues to spread harmful propaganda. Political parties' failure to provide 1960 got : ты 
involvement іп victimization politics, and promotion of an intolerant culture eii е ае 
consequences. Previous military operations, while not futile, have transformed чар ака to counter 
national unity. The urgent need is for collective action, with citizens supporting secur! т d the ideological 
internal and external threats. Youth must resist negative propaganda and upho е 
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foundations of their country. Political parties should cease victimization policies, and the interim federal 
government should expedite the transfer of power to elected representatives. 


> Pakistan's Struggle against Terrorism Financing and the Path to à secure 
Future 


Pakistan grapples with formidable obstacles in countering terrorism financing, stemming from its 
intricate geopolitical setting, porous borders, and historical connections to extremist factions. The 


provision of funds to terrorist entities for recruitment, training, and acts of terror poses a global Security 


threat. The proximity to conflict-ridden Afghanistan exacerbates challenges in monitoring Cross-border 
movements, while Pakistan's extensive informal economy creates opportunities for illicit financia] 
activities. Despite these challenges, the nation has made significant legal strides, enacting measures 
like the Anti-Money Laundering Act and the Anti-Terrorism Act. 


Pakistan's Financial Monitoring Unit collaborates internationally to investigate terrorism financing 


networks, recognizing the transnational nature of this issue. Financial-sector reforms, including robust 


KYC and CDD procedures, aim to identify and report suspicious transactions promptly. Public 
awareness campaigns encoura 


| гаре citizens to report activities contributing to terrorism financing. 
Strengthening border security through advanced technology and collaboration with neighboring 
countries is crucial. Training for 


| | financial intelligence units апа regulation of informal money transfer 
systems further fortify anti-terrorism financing measures. 
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talks has proven ineffective and self-defeating. While non-kinetic options like diplomatic and economic 

sanctions are often attempted, their failure necessitates a shift to kinetic options involving a combination 
с = . . Н 

of diplomatic, economic, and military coercion. 

A profound re-evaluation of Pakistan's Afghan policy is imperative, demanding a significant paradigm 

4 


shift and a fresh approach. The cautious and tentative dealings with Kabul must transform, recognizing 
that the Taliban are not a solution to terrorism but an integral part of the problem. Attempts to co-opt 
them into the solution have historically failed, with the Taliban undermining and sabotaging such 
efforts. The current environment benefits the Taliban, keeping Pakistan in a vulnerable position and 
diverting belligerent terrorist groups like the TTP, JuA, and ISK elsewhere along its borders. It is crucial 
for Pakistan to understand and act upon the need for strategic realignment in its approach to 


: Afghanistan. 


> Crafting a Comprehensive Strategy fo Confront Terrorism 


The foundation of this policy must strictly adhere to the principles of realpolitik, prioritizing the 
dedicated pursuit of national interests. A three-pronged approach, encompassing diplomatic, economic, 
and military actions, is essential. Diplomatic engagement with Kabul should be managed by the Foreign 
Office, economic pressure should be exerted, and the Armed Forces should confront terrorists. Economic 
measures may involve stringent oversight of transit trade, enhanced duties, tariffs, and levies. Ceasing 
all smuggling along the Pak-Afghan border, particularly of food grains and drugs, is imperative. The 
influx of Afghan refugees, some potentially infiltrated by terrorists, must be closely monitored, with the 
UN and the international community urged to promptly and dignifiedly repatriate them. 


While the Foreign Office handles diplomatic engagement, the military must decisively confront and 
eradicate terrorists. Military operations should aim to create a strategic environment where defeated 
terrorists comply with Pakistan’s directives. Recognizing that replicating Operation Zarb e Azb may not 
be effective, the Armed Forces must adopt a new operational strategy. Proactive surgical, pre-emptive, 
and punitive strikes on terrorist bases are crucial. Anticipating a strong Taliban response, including a 
surge in terrorist attacks and diplomatic tensions, Pakistan must be prepared to manage these 
consequences domestically, regionally, and globally. All relevant state agencies, including the 
government, the Foreign Office, and the Interior Ministry, must be equipped to handle these 
repercussions. Pakistan must stand unwaveringly by this comprehensive policy, comprehensively, 
physically, and irreversibly defeating terrorists, regardless of associated costs. It is time for bold action 
to safeguard citizens and vital national interests. 


U.S. Costs to Date for the War in Afghanistan, in $ Billions FY2001-FY2022* 


Estimated Congressional Appropriations and Spending in 
Current Billions of U.S. Dollars, Excluding Future Interest 
Payments and Future Costs for Veterans Care 


-———— 


= $2.313 TRILLION TOTAL 
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Repatriation of Afghan Refugees: 


Rising Tensions and Historical Precedents 


o Government's Directive ana Security Concerns 


Pakistan's government has mandated the departure of hundreds of thousands of undocumented 
migrants and refugees, primarily Afghans either voluntarily or by force. Citing a surge in violent attacks, 
Interior Minister Sarfraz Bugti highlighted that a significant portion of this year's suicide bombings were 
perpetrated by Afghan nationals. The surge in violence is concentrated in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and 
Balochistan, both bordering Afghanistan, leading the government to accuse the Afghan Taliban of 
sheltering Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) fighters. 


о Afghanistan's Strong Rejection and Diplomatic Efforts 


The interim Afghan government, led by the Taliban, strongly rebuked Pakistan's announcement, 
deeming it "unacceptable." Afghanistan's spokesperson, Zabihullah Mujahid, urged Pakistan to 
reconsider the decision, asserting that Afghan refugees аге not linked to Pakistan's security issues. In 
response, Pakistan initiated high-level negotiations in Kabul, emphasizing the need for improved border 
controls along their shared 2,640km-long border characterized by challenging topography. 


o Historical Context and Previous Operations 


This is not the first instance of such measures by Pakistan. Historical operations in 2016 and 
subsequent years witnessed the return and expulsion of hundreds of thousands of Afghan immigrants, 
drawing criticism from Human Rights Watch. These actions were driven by similar allegations that 
fighters were using Afghan soil to launch attacks in Pakistan, citing security concerns. 


o Refugee Statistics and Displacement Trends 


Estimates reveal that over 95 percent of refugees in Pakist nte 
an, whether documented or undocume . 
are Afghan nationals. The refugee influx began in 1979 after the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan, resulting 
in more than three million Afghans fleeing to Pakistan. A subsequent wave occurred in 2001 followin 
the United States' invasion of Afghanistan after the September 11 attacks. Presently, 1.3 million Afghe" 
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refugees reside in Pakistan, with concentrations in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (50 percent) and Balochistan 
(24 percent). 

О undisclosed Deportation Plans and Futu re Measures | 


The Pakistani government has not disclosed specific plans for deporting undocumented individuals after 
the Nevamikas ASANA: Tue tines ot Interior Affairs, regional police, and the Federal Investigation 
Agency will identify and carry out deportations. Post-deadline, a task force will be established, with 
undocumented Afghans handed over to Afghan officials, unless wanted for suspected criminal activities 
by Pakistani authorities. 
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PAKISTAN 
\) U N HCR Voluntary repatriation of Afghan refugees 


3-2” Тһе UN Refugee Agency 
( 1 January to 31 October 2023) 


а, Á SED 
Дә 1 6 3 Б 4* Place of intended return(Top 5) ***Reasons for leaving Pakdstan(Push Factors) 
4.40 MILLION approx 9 


Kabul 
E RETURNEES TO AFGHANISTAN = i 
Number of Afghan refugees assisted FROM 4 JAN - 31 OCT 2023 қам Socio-economic challenges/ Inflation 
through voluntary repatriation 4 Strict border entry requirement W 12% 
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Employment opportunities 17% 


375 USD CARE Package- Fam Size ior Balochistan 
70% Azakhel 30% Baleli 1700 USD CARE Package - Fam Size 2+ j KPK 
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(V (VRCs) from Jan - Oct, 2023 


Navigating the Afghan Refugee Conundrum: A Comprehensive 


Analysis 


о Decades of Hosting and the Current Challenge 


Afghanistan's tumultuous history has led to waves of refugees seeking sanctuary, with millions finding 
a home in Pakistan since the Soviet invasion in 1979. Recently, Pakistan initiated one of the largest 
repatriation programs in UNHCR's history, aiming to address the economic burden posed by 
approximately 3 million remaining Afghan refugees. This section delves into the multifaceted issues 
surrounding repatriation, security concerns, international obligations, and the need for collaborative 
solutions. 


o Changing Dynamics and Policy Shifts-From Temporary Protection to Urgent 
Repatriation 


Initially adopting a policy of temporary protection with voluntary return as the preferred option, Pakistan 
grapples with the evolving nature of the Afghan conflict. Despite agreements with Afghanistan and 
UNHCR, comprehensive repatriation faces hurdles. Security issues persist, and the porous Pak-Afghan 
border complicates efforts to prevent new refugee inflows. The lack of proper documentation and delayed 
census further complicates managing the Afghan population in Pakistan. 


о Economic Challenges ana Security Concerns- The Dilemma of Afghan Refugees 


Economic problems and insecurity in Afghanistan hinder repatriation, with 18 percent of refugees citing 
the latter as the main obstacle. International law excludes those staying for economic reasons from 
asylum entitlements. Pakistan, urging international collaboration, emphasizes the need for ga eM 
opportunities in Afghanistan to incentivize returns. The Afghan government s distribution %. ап E 
returnees in 2005 aimed to address shelter issues, but challenges persist, particularly for those n 


belonging to specified provinces. 
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"The figure refers to the number of refugees who were processed for Voluntary repatriation at VRCs in Pakistan. "Тһе Baleli Verification Center serves all returnees from Balochistan, a 
well as refugees departing Karachi and returning to Afghanistan via Balochistan The Azakhel Center in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa serves refugees returning from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 
Islamabad, Punjab, Sindh, and Pakistan Administered Kashmir. ***Exit interviews have been conducted with refugees in the Voluntary Repatriation Centers (VRCs). 


Discloimer: The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on the map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations. Dotted line represents approximately the La Of Control in Jammy end 
Kashmir by india and Pakistan. The final status of Jammu and Kashmir has not yet been agreed upon by the parties. Creation date: 13 November 2023 Data Sources: Afghan National Registration Database (ANR) - 20236 Exit 
Questionnaire Database. More information available on UNHCR: data portal, https://data2.unhcr.org/en/country/pak, Feedback: information Management Unit at pakisim@unhcr.org 


O Security Nexus - Terrorism, Violence, and the Blame Game 


Pakistan's recent call for the expulsion of undocumented migrants, primarily Afghan, stems from a surge 
in violence, linking Afghan Taliban support to Pakistan-based terrorism. The Afghan government 
rebukes this claim, denying its refugees’ involvement in Pakistan's security issues. This echoes past 
repatriation efforts amid security concerns and raises questions about the effectiveness of such 
measures in the absence of broader international support. 


о Legal Perspectives - Navigating International Obligations 


Examining the legal status of Afghan refugees under international law, questions arise about their 
entitlement to protection. The 1951 Refugee Convention, although not ratified by Pakistan, influences 
customary international law. The principle of non-refoulement, central to refugee protection, has 
complexities, especially in light of changing circumstances in Afghanistan. Reports from UN bodies 
indicate improving conditions, raising discussions on the continued justification for refugee status. 


о Deportation Dilemma - Striking a Balance in National Interests 


Pakistan's decision to deport illegal immigrants, including Afghans, by November 1, 2023, confronts 
various categories of refugees. Understanding the distinctions among prima facie refugees, mandate 
refugees, illegal entrants, and foreigners is crucial. Balancing national sovereignty with humanitarian 


concerns, Pakistan faces challenges in implementing deportation while respecting legal frameworks and 
ensuring due process for different Afghan populations on its soil. 


о Intemational Cooperation and Solutions- A Call for Collective Action 


institutional assistance, and third-state settlement e 


economic zones near the Afghan border offers a potential win-win, addressing economic insecurities: 
reducing urban pressures, and fostering communal harmony в 


o Charting a Path Forward 
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is imperative. Balancing national security, ih aot ghan refugee crisis, a comprehensive strateg 


> А ; К 4 ations, апа humanitari equires 
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Afghan Refugees in Pakistan: A Comprehensive Legal Analysis 


Afghan refugees have sought sanctuary in Pakistan for over four decades, portraying Pakistan as an 
admirable host. However, examining the justifiability of their refugee status under international law is 
critical. The 1951 convention and its 1967 protocol delineate the rights and duties of refugees, yet 
Pakistan's non-ratification demands an evaluation of customary international law. Article 1 defines a 
refugee, emphasizing the principle of non-refoulement in Article 33. Pakistan's evolving national 


challenges, encompassing security, economics, and politics, raise questions about its capacity to sustain 
this refugee burden. 


o Security Conditions and Legal Transition 


As Afghanistan experiences increased stability, the justification for extending refugee protection to 
Afghan nationals in Pakistan becomes debatable. Reports from the UN Interregional Crime and Justice 
Research Institute, the UNSC Monthly Forecast, and the UNSG/UNGA on Afghanistan highlight the 
changing landscape. The legal transition from refugee to migrant status hinges on the absence of 


circumstances mentioned in Article 1 of the convention, making a compelling case for Afghan refugees' 
return to their homeland. 


о Global Perspectives ow Now-Refoulement and Security Challenges 


While the non-refoulement principle has broad application beyond the 1951 convention, the aftermath 
of the 2001 U.S. terrorist attacks witnessed countries, including Australia, invoking 'national security 
exceptions. This altered landscape questions the expansive protection offered to refugees. Pakistan's 
own national security, economic, and political crises further limit its ability to host millions of refugees, 
necessitating a re-evaluation of their entitlement to protection under international law. 


9 Legal Responsibilities and the Afghan Government's Role 


The Afghan government's responsibility in providing security, as outlined in the eid mane ty 
constitution, becomes pivotal in the absence of legal refugee protection. Statements боша ae 
Sharaee, the Taliban's acting minister of justice, affirm the adherence to the 1964 Afghan cons : 
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With the cessation of legal refugee status, Afghan nationals may find themselves categorized as migrants, 
subject to the legal framework of the International Organization for Migration. 


о Administrative Framework and Nwawced Approaches 


The decision to deport unregistered Afghan nationals underscores the need for nuanced administrative 
frameworks. Recognizing four categories of Afghan nationals in Pakistan—those born and raised, 
registered, Afghan Citizen Card holders, and recent arrivals after the Taliban takeover—calls for tailored 
policies. Differentiating between these categories ensures due process and acknowledges the diverge 
circumstances regulating the Afghan population on Pakistani soil. 


о Understanding Legal Classifications 


The legal status of Afghans in Pakistan is often misconstrued, particularly regarding refugeeg 
classifications. The absence of convention refugees due to Pakistan's non-party status prompts a close; 
look at the four broad categories—prima facie refugees, mandate refugees, illegal entrants, апа 
foreigners. Pakistan's historical acceptance of Afghan refugees in the aftermath of the Saur revolution 
in 1978 and the subsequent cooperation agreement with UNHCR forms the basis for a comprehensive 
protection system. 


о Revitalizing Protection Systems and Legal Frameworks 


UNHCR's cooperation agreement with Pakistan, initiated in 1993, provides a robust protection system 
for mandate refugees and prima facie refugees. Misconceptions about Pakistan's lack of frameworks for 
asylum seekers and refugees warrant revitalization and expansion, coupled with the training of key 
justice system actors. Acknowledging the need for a holistic legal approach is crucial in managing diverse 
categories of Afghan nationals. 


o Sovereign Rights and Immigration Laws 


The 1971 Immigration Act in the UK and the 1946 Foreigners Act in Pakistan underscore sovereign 
rights to decide entry, stay, and departure of individuals. Pakistan's entitlement to ask illegal entrants 
to leave, coupled with the grace period for voluntary departure, aligns with immigration laws. The 
imperative for those fearing persecution in Afghanistan to apply for asylum through UNHCR emphasizes 
the balance between legal compliance, humanitarian considerations, and national interests. 


о Conclusion 


Navigating the complex interplay of legal, economic, and security challenges, Pakistan faces critical 
decisions regarding the future of Afghan refugees on its soil. Striking a balance between humanitarian 
considerations and national interests remains a formidable task, necessitating careful legal, diplomatic, 
and socio-economic strategies. The nuanced understanding of legal classifications, administrative 
frameworks, and international obligations forms the basis for an informed and comprehensive approach 
to address the multifaceted issues surrounding Afghan refugees in Pakistan. 
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indian Supreme Court’s Controversial Decision: 


Article 370 & 35A & Future of 
Kashmir Dispute 


The Disputes ts Yet Far Away from Being Settled 


Indias Supreme Court delivered a unanimous 
verdict on the special status of held Kashmir, ruling 
it a temporary provision and upholding the 
abrogation of Article 370 in the constitution. The 
court directed the election commission to conduct 
elections in held Kashmir by September 30, 2024. 
The 2019 move by the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) to revoke occupied Kashmir's special status 
faced criticism, with concerns raised about 
demographic changes. Chief Justice D.Y. 
Chandrachud, heading the five-member bench, 
stated that Article 370 was a temporary provision 
and not intended for disintegration, emphasizing 
Kashmir's integration into India. The court also 
endorsed the reorganization of Ladakh as a union 
territory and urged the restoration of held Kashmir 
to the same statehood as any other Indian state. 


Prime Minister Narendra Modi welcomed the verdict, 
calling it a "beacon of hope," while opposition figures 
like Karan Singh and Shehbaz Sharif criticized the 
decision, alleging violations of international laws 
and a betrayal of Kashmiris. President Dr Arif Alvi 
expressed dismay, asserting that the judgment 
would strengthen Kashmiris’ resolve against illegal 
occupation. Former chief minister Mehbooba Mufti 
condemned the decision, viewing it as a death 
sentence for Mahatma Gandhi's "idea of India." The 
court's announcement led to the house arrest of key 
petitioners Mufti and Omar Abdullah. 


In response, President Alvi urged the international 
community to ensure India fulfills its pledges to the 
Kashmiri people. Shehbaz Sharif claimed the verdict 
recognized the "murder of justice," while Mufti 
encouraged Kashmiris not to lose hope, emphasizing 
that the decision doesn't determine their destiny. 
The former CM characterized the judgment as à 
defeat for India, breaking the unity that existed in 
1947. The court's call for a truth and reconciliation 
commission to probe human rights violations since 
the 1980s reflects ап acknowledgment of the 
region's turbulent history. 
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> Unravelling the Complexifies of the Decision 


о Introduction: A Historical Unveiling 


The Kashmir conflict, deeply rooted in historical complexities, has been a contentious issue for decades, 
Recent events, particularly India's top court validating the revocation of Article 370, have intensified the 
geopolitical landscape and heightened tensions. This article delves into the multifaceted dimensions of 
the Kashmir conflict, analyzing the implications of the court's decision on the region, its people, and the 
international stage. 


о The Annexation of Kashmir: A Dubious Legality 


The court's unanimous decision, validating the Modi government's 2019 action to strip India-occupied 
Kashmir of its semi-autonomous status, marks a significant turning point. Termed as historic by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, the move formalized the annexation of the disputed territory. However, the 
court's verdict, hailed by the government, has raised concerns about the legality of such a drastic 
constitutional change. 


о Demographic Shifts: The Ongoing Transformation 


The court's decision not only upheld the revocation of Article 370 but also endorsed the abrogation of 
Article 35-A, which protected Kashmir's demography. The Modi government's alteration of domicile rules 
has allowed hundreds of thousands from mainland India to acquire Kashmiri domicile certificates, 
unsettling the demographic balance in the Muslim-majority region. This shift carries implications for 
the electoral landscape and has deepened the alienation of Kashmiri political parties. 


o Kashmir Resistance: A Long war for Freedom 


In the aftermath of the annexation, Kashmir witnessed widespread protests, met with brutal military 
action. Despite the suppression, Kashmiris remain steadfast in their struggle for freedom. The court's 
validation of the government's actions is perceived as a blow to their aspirations, further intensifying 
their resolve. The conflict is far from subsiding, and the draconian measures imposed by India are likely 
to strengthen Kashmiri determination. 
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О Political Fallout: The Fractured Alliances in Kashmir 


The court's decision has left New Delhi with no allies in Kashmir. Even political leaders who were 
traditionally open to working with the Indian government under an autonomous framework have 4. 
alienated. Figures like Omar Abdullah and Mehbooba Mufti, former chief ministers, have vowed 


continue the struggle, highlighting the political vacuum created by the court's endorsement of the 
annexation. 
EJ JANUARY, 2024 NOA’s Contemporary World 


~Join Our PDF Group 0332-5339708 PDFs Material For CSS PMS ЕРЅ®& 


чр 


Sale on CSS PMS Books (aghazetaleem.com) ' _ Online Book store. 0332-53399708 


^ 
а 


——— 


o International Implications: A Closed 
Door for Dialogue 


AFGHANISTAN 


The court's order not only has domestic 
repercussions but also closes the door for any 
meaningful dialogue between Pakistan and 
India. Geopolitically, this decision adds another 
layer of complexity to the already strained 
relations between the two nuclear-armed 
neighbors. Pakistan's options are limited, and 
the international community's response 
becomes crucial in shaping the future trajectory 
of the Kashmir conflict. 


o India's Political Landscape: A Boost 
for Hindu Nationalism 


The court's decision is seen as a victory for the governing Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP). The validation of the government's actions provides a political boost on the eve of general elections. 
This raises concerns about the rise of ultra-right nationalist Hindutva ideologies and the potential 


implications for India's diverse social fabric. 


о International Response: Pakistan's Rejection and China's Call for Peace 


PAKISTAN 


KASHMIR 


LADAKH - 


HIMACHAL PRADESH 


Pakistan categorically rejects the court's verdict, emphasizing the internationally recognized status of 
Jammu and Kashmir as a dispute. China, reacting strongly, calls for a peaceful settlement based on UN 
resolutions, the UN Charter, and relevant bilateral agreements. The international community's response 
becomes crucial in ensuring a peaceful resolution to the longstanding conflict. 


о UN Concerns: A Call for Restraint 


The United Nations, historically concerned about the Kashmir issue, expresses renewed worry. The 
Secretary-General urges restraint and emphasizes the need for dialogue between India and Pakistan. 
The UN's continued interest in the region underscores the global significance of the Kashmir conflict. 


О Conclusion: Navigating a Complex Future 


As the Kashmir conflict unfolds, the court's decision adds new layers of complexity. The demographic 
shifts, political fallout, and international implications underscore the intricate nature of this 
longstanding dispute. The future remains uncertain, requiring careful navigation to address the 


aspirations of the Kashmiri people and ensure regional stability. 
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State-Sponsored Terrorisn 
Hardeep Singh Killin 


In recent times, the world has 
been witness to a disturbing 
international incident that has 
strained diplomatic relations and 
raised questions about state- 
sponsored terrorism. The killing 
of Hardeep Singh Nijjar, a 
prominent Sikh leader and 
Canadian citizen, on Canadian 
soil has exposed a deeper and 
more intricate web of global 
politics and covert operations. 
This alarming event has 
triggered a cascade of 
consequences, leading to a 
growing schism between India 
and Canada, and unveiling the 
global reach of India's 
intelligence agency, the Research 
and Analysis Wing (RAW). As we 
delve into the complexities 
surrounding this incident, it is 
crucial to analyze the 
multifaceted dimensions of this 
case, from the geopolitical 
implications to the implications 
for international stability. 


HISTORY 


Sikh independence movement 


15th century 
Sikhism founded by Guru Nanak Dev 21 


June 1-10, 1984 

Indian forces storm the 
Golden Temple, Sikhism's 
holiest site, to flush out 
separatists who had taken 
refuge there 


1675 
Guru Gobind Singh installed 
as leader of Sikh faith 


October 31, 1984 

Then-Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, 

who had ordered the raid on the 

temple, was assassinated by two 
bodyguards 


| Partition of India 


1948 
Tara Singh calls for establishment of 
a Punjabi-speaking autonomous Sikh state 


June 23, 1985 
1 A bomb explodes on 
Air India Flight 182, killing 


According to the 201) census, 20.8 million 
Sikhs live in India and make up 17 percent 
ofthe population 


> The Genesis of Tension: Canada's Accusations Against India 


The tension between India and Canada escalated when Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
revealed credible allegations linking agents of the Indian government to the assassination of Hardeep 
Singh Nijjar. Trudeau emphasized Canada's commitment to the rule of law and protection of its citizens, 
leading to the expulsion of top Indian diplomats and a halt in trade talks. This revelation shed light on 


India's covert operations beyond its borders, raising concern i : 
uu , s ab trating 
targeted killings and interfering in foreign affairs. в out the role of RAW іп огсһев 


> Global Outcry: The international Community Reacts 


A global rese uad responded with concern and condemnation as the allegations unfolded. Key 
players, including the intelligence agencies of Canada, Britain, Australia, New Zealand, and the United 


States, coordinated efforts to investigate India' 
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> ABisforical Perspective: India's Deep State and Covert Operations 


= 


| a To understand the root f India’ 
3 | rs murder ots of India's 
| [ Row over Sikh leade S de — alleged state-sponsored terrorism, one 
{ ALT oS must delve into its historical context. 
i : Status remains India, presenting itself as the world's 


unresolved largest democracy, has faced 
accusations of suppressing dissent, 
curbing media freedom, and supporting 
terrorism in foreign countries. The deep 
state, under the guise of Hindu 
nationalism, has infiltrated various 
facets of Indian society, leading to 
internal conflicts and targeting minority 


L i groups, particularly Sikhs advocating 


1 


Muslim majority 


E Aug 1947: India gains 
independence from Britain. 
Partition into India and Pakistan 
displaces some 15 million people 
Ш Jun 1984: Operation Blue Star - 
Indian forces storm Golden Temple | 
at Amritsar — holiest Sikh shrine -to | 96 
flush out separatists. Sikh leader | | (s 
Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale killed пей 
р. Ш Oct: Prime 7. 1997: Canadian 
P Minister indira — citizen Hardeep — .' 
E Ghana!(ief)is. X Singh Nijjar || | э 
4 assassinated by · (iight) becomes | 


for Khalistan. India's interventionist 

history, including its role in the 

BANGLADESH breakup of Pakistan in 1971, reflects a 

Former East Pakistan, attern of asserting regional pow 

independent since 1971 Р & ICE PONSE 
through covert means. 


> Challenges on the Sikh Road 
to Khalistan: A Struggle for 
Independence 


her two Sikh president of Sikh А А . 
bodyguards for temple in Vancouver The assassination of Hardeep Singh 
ordering Blue Star. 2000: Canadian police arrest Nijar is not an isolated incident but 
Нег death triggers Ripudaman Singh Malikin connection part of a broader challenge faced by the 

anti-Sikh riots, іп With Flight 182 bomb 4 E. : 3 
i 9 m Sikh community in their pursuit of an 
! which Hindu mobs - - - 2 

Ш 2005: Malik acquitted of bombing independent state, Khalistan. The roots 
E Jun 2022: Malik shot dead of this movement trace back to the Sikh 
Ш Jun 2023: Nijjar shot dead near kingdom of Maharaja Ranjeet Singh and 
Sikhtemplein Vancouver ^ its dismantling by the British. The Sikh 
Ш Sep 18: Canada's Prime Minister = diaspora, spread across the globe, seeks 
E Jun 1985: Air India Flight 182 rie keene алта, sane international recognition and support 
Н а talk, sete involved in assassination of Nijjar for their right to self-determination. The 
destroyed by bomb off west coast Ш Sep 19: Canada expels Indian ongoing struggle raises questions about 
of Ireland. Sikh separatist diplomat. India expels Canadian how long India can resist the demand 
group implicated diplomat in tit-for-tat move for a unified Punjab under Sikh rule 


and whether Pakistan should acknowledge the Sikh demand for Khalistan. 
> RAW's Global Reach: A Threat fo international Stability 


The killing of Hardeep Singh Nijjar has brought India's intelligence agency, RAW, into the spotlight, 


revealing its alleged global reach and involvement in targeted assassinations. Reports noe өр 
agenda of planning assassinations targeting Sikh and Kashmiri activists residing «x Sai Nee 
The international community, particularly the Five Eyes alliance, COMPING ag din RAW нь 7 
Australia, and New Zealand, has pointed to India's involvement іп Nijjar s penc E 206 iae: gnificant 
sponsor of terrorism. This not only raises concerns about individual safety but also po 


threat to global stability. 
> India's Double Standards: Accusations Against Pakistan and the Fallout 


i i j of similar 
While India faces allegations of state-sponsored terrorism, it has ponalatan tip aneuiens Нанна o tn ді 
activities. The arrest of Indian spy Kulbhushan Jadhav aud. revplauons 4 днк E eii n 
terrorist activities within Pakistan underscore the extent of India's Alaga s Атада „арры 
community's scrutiny, compounded by the accusations from the Five peva аа je d 
as a responsible state actor. This double standard of accusing others whi 


raises questions about India's reliability as a strategic partner. 
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> Pakistan's Support for Canada: A Shared Experience of State-Sponsored 
Terrorism 


In this global context, Pakistan stands in solidarity with Canada against India's alleged state-sponsored 
terrorism. Trudeau's exposure of India's actions resonates with Pakistan's experience of facing covert 
Operations from its eastern neighbor. The West's selective support, driven by trade and security 
interests, places Canada in a delicate position. As a strong voice in the global community, Trudeau has 
the opportunity to demand accountability and uphold international law, challenging the failures of the 
existing economic system. 


> Conclusion: Upholding Rule of Law for Global Stability 


The killing of Hardeep Singh Nijjar and the subsequent revelations about India's alleged state-sponsored 
terrorism demand a comprehensive and cooperative response from the international community. The 
urgency lies in protecting individual rights, preserving global stability, and addressing the broader 
implications of unchecked state-sponsored violence. Trudeau, as a leader of a developed country, has 
the responsibility to advocate for strict sanctions against Modi and demand accountability for the 
violation of international law. As the world grapples with the fallout of skewed geo-strategic alliances, it 
is essential to reevaluate the global economic system, prioritize rule of law, and foster cooperation for 
sustainable international relations. 


Legal Aspect of the Scenario 


On September 18, 2023, Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau addressed the Canadian Parliament, 
asserting that Ottawa was actively pursuing "credible allegations" from Canadian intelligence against 
New Delhi. The accusations implicated India in the assassination of Sikh Canadian leader Hardeep 
Singh Nijjar on Canadian soil in June of the same year. Nijjar was fatally shot by two individuals wearing 
dark clothes and hoods outside a Sikh temple in a Vancouver suburb on June 18, 2023. Subsequent to 
Trudeau's statement, Canada expelled an Indian diplomat, leading to heightened tensions. In response 
India denied the allegations, urging Trudeau to take action against perceived "anti-India elements 
within Canada and reciprocating by ordering a senior Canadian diplomat to leave the country. 


» Background fo fhe Dispute 


Canada harbors the world's largest Sikh population outside India, constituting approximately 770,009 
people, or 2.1% of the country's population. Tensions between Indian and Canadian officials Zo 
in 2015 when Trudeau, upon assuming power, appointed four Sikh ministers to his 30-member Qc oti 
Previous concerns raised by Indian diplomats revolved around Sikh Canadians supporting the Көй, 
movement, advocating for a separatist Sikh homeland in India. Acts of vandalism, such 8$ d 
defacement of a Hindu temple, and local referendums on Sikh independence have fueled diploma" 
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movement in India, he emphasized respect for the right to free speech and assembly. 
> Hardeep Singh Nijjar - A Controversial Figure 


Hardeep Singh Nijjar, a Canadian Sikh separatist leader associated with the Khalistan movement, 
resided in British Columbia. While labeled a terrorist by India and accused of masterminding the banned 
Khalistan Tiger Force, Nijjar's supporters portrayed him as a peaceful advocate for Sikh independence 


> Applicable international Law 


The current discussion revolves around the possibility of 
India conducting ап extrajudicial 
killing on Canadian soil and explores 
Canada's options under 
international law. 


о Attribution 


To establish an international law 
violation, Canada must attribute 
the wrongful act to the Indian 
state. This necessitates 
demonstrating a "complete 
dependence" and control of the 
private actor by the state. Clear 
connecting the Indian government to 
assassination is crucial, with 
principles, such as those outlined in 
Articles on State Responsibility, playing 


о Admissibility of Evidence 


evidence 

Nijjar's 
international law 
the International Law Commission's 
a pivotal role. 


An additional concern is the legality of evidence obtained from intelligence sources. Speculation suggests 
Canada relies on intelligence gathering, yet the government has not disclosed the evidence or its sources. 
While states are generally not legally obliged to reveal such evidence, non-disclosure may impact the 
case in a court of law. 


> International Law Options Available to Canada 


If Canada can attribute India's actions to Nijjar's murder, several international law instruments become 
relevant. 


О UN Charter 


Article 2(4) of the United Nations Charter prohibits states from interfering with the territorial integrity 
or political independence of other states. The involvement of Indian state actors in killing Canadian 
citizens on Canadian soil would be a severe violation of sovereignty, potentially justifying measures 
under the 'Right to Individual or Collective Self-Defence (Article 51 of the UN Charter). 


O International Covenant ow Civil and Political Rights 


If Canada's allegations are true, India may be accused of breaching Nijjar's right to life under Article 6 
of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, to which both countries are signatories. 
O Extradition 


Canada could pursue criminal responsibility under its domestic criminal law for snopes C E 
Nijjar's killing. However, extradition may prove challenging, given historical instances 


turned down Indian requests. 
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O International Court of Justice 


Recourse to the International Court of 
Justice may be challenging, аз its 
jurisdiction is consent-based. 
Cooperation from India is uncertain. 


> Canada's Position 


The current dispute can be viewed 
through the lenses of sovereignty and 
the human rights framework. Prime 
Minister Trudeau emphasized Canada 
as a rule-of-law country, with protection 
of citizens and defense of sovereignty 
being fundamental priorities. He 
accused India of violating Canada's 
sovereignty but did not explicitly 
reference the international human 
rights framework. This focus on 
sovereignty potentially neglects the 
А individual's right to life. 


> India's Possible Defense 


India may assert the 'Right to Individual Self-Defence, arguing that harboring separatist entities in 
Canada infringes on its territorial and political integrity. While typically applicable in times of active war, 
the concept of preemptive self-defense may be invoked, though its legitimacy is questioned. 


> The Way Forward 


International law options for Canada are limited, necessitating a political resolution. The international 
community's involvement will be influenced by individual states' relationships with India and Canada 
and their historical stances on targeted killings. The resolution will impact global principles of 
sovereignty and human rights. Canada pursuing the case in an international forum, such as the ICJ, 
could set a legal precedent discouraging similar conduct by other states. 
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| Pakistan's Space Aspiration 


> India's Lunar Success and Pakistan's 
Reaction 


India recently achieved the remarkable feat of successfully 
landing on the moon, becoming the fourth country to do so. 
The event, taking place approximately 400,000 kilometers 
away from Earth, stands as a testament to impressive 
engineering and scientific accomplishments. In response, 
various reactions surfaced in Pakistan, ranging from 
skepticism about the authenticity of the landing to 
concerns about the funds allocated to the space program. 
While some criticize the allocation of resources, it's crucial 
to note that India's space program operates at a notably low 
cost. 


> Reflecting on Suparco's Challenges 


A prevalent sentiment in Pakistan is one of regret regarding 
the state of its own space agency, the Pakistan Space and 
Upper Atmosphere Research Commission (Ѕирагсо). 
Memes circulated comparing the qualifications of the heads 
of the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) with 
those of Suparco, emphasizing a need for improvement. 
Interestingly, Pakistan was an early entrant into the space 
age, with Suparco founded in 1961 under the guidance of 
Nobel laureate Professor Abdus Salam. 


> India's Success Sparks Self-Reflection in 
Pakistan 


India's successful Chandrayaan-3 mission prompts self- 
reflection in Pakistan, questioning the reasons behind the 
country's space program falling short of its early ambitions. 
Despite challenges in various sectors, the public response 
to Chandrayaan-3 indicates a lingering interest in space 


exploration, providing a potential foundation for future 
endeavors, 


> Rediscovering Curiosity: A Collective Call 
to Action 

Addressing the shortcomings in scientific and educational 

institutions, there's a сай for collective curiosity. 

Encouraging individuals to ask questions and explore the 

, Wonders of Space, the focus is on rekindling innate 
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India's Chandrayaan 3 mission gawies a lánder айй 
with scientific payloads (9 analyse the chemical andi. i 
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geological composition of the 


LAUNCH VEHICLE 
GSLV-MkIII 


DESTINATION 
Moon-South Polar Region 


LAUNCHING FROM 
Satish Dhawan Space Centre 


MISSION LIFE 

One lunar day, which is 
equivalent to about 14 
Earth days 


MASS 
3900 Kg 


MISSION COMPONENTS 
Propulsion Module 
Vikram Lander 
Pragyan Rover 
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curiosity, especially among the youth. 
The emphasis is on making а 
deliberate effort to seek answers, 
involving younger generations in the 
process. 


> The Historical Context of 
Pakisfan's Space Program 


Pakistan's early engagement in the 
space age, marked by rocket 
launches in the 1960s, set the stage 
for potential success. However, a shift 
in the 1970s and 1980s toward 
nuclear pursuits redirected focus and 
funding away from the space 
program. Suparco, once flourishing, 
experienced neglect and defunding, 
with ап emphasis оп military 
applications of space technology. 


> Reviving Pakistan's Space 
Program: Challenges and 
Opportunities 


challenges, reviving 
Pakistan's space program is deemed 
essential. Addressing concerns about 
investing in space while poverty 
persists, the article argues that an 
effective space program is not a 
luxury but a necessity. Learning from 
India's cost-effective model, Pakistan 
can leverage space technology for 
economic growth. 


1 
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Chandrayaan-3 


Chandrayaan-3, which means “moon vehicle” in Sanskrit, consists of a 
Lander module (LM), Propulsion module (PM) and a rover. The follow-on 
mission to Chandrayaan-2 will demonstrate end-to-end capability in 
safe landing and roving on the lunar surface. 


сөнө Launch Date 
: July 14 


Landing Site 


Moon 
South Polar Region 


; тартар Mission Life 

: 1 lunar daylight period 
or roughly 14 earth 
days 


; эзе Mission Components 


* Propulsion Module 
* Lander 
* Rover 


— улл 


Vehicle 
GSLV-Mk III 


ж Mass 
3900 Kg 


> Strategies for Revitalization: Vision, Collaborations, and Public Engagement 


The article proposes three key elements for revitalizing Pakistan's Space program: 


Y Vision and Consistency: Advocating for meaningful, consistent efforts over time, the article 


highlights the importance of setting achievable goals that inspire. It discusses the significance of 
Pakistan's Space Vision-2047 and the need for a balance between lofty aspirations and realistic 
achievements. 

International and Private Collaborations: Emphasizing collaboration with countries like China 
and exploring partnerships beyond, the article encourages leveraging Pakistan's strengths, 
especially in engineering and IT. It cites examples of collaborations such as the cubesat ICUBE- 
Q on China's mission and the potential for involvement in space start-ups. 

Space in the Public Sphere: Recognizing the power of awe and wonder, the article underscores 
the importance of public engagement in space. It suggests the establishment of modern 
planetariums across major cities, akin to successful models in India and other countries: 
Additionally, the potential for dedicated science and space shows on television is highlighted. 


> Looking to the Future 


| ‚ T | t 
While acknowledging past challenges and skepticism, the analysis expresses hope that the pid 
moment could be a turning point for Pakistan's space aspirations. Despite uncertainties, the call 15 о 
collective efforts, drawing inspiration from historic achievements and aiming for a brighter future 


space exploration. 
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S&P downgraded the 
government's credit rating 
from AAA to АА+ 


The financial crisis led 
to a significant increase 
in government debt 


DEBT 
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< The U.S. debt 


ceiling was first 


introduced b. 
in 1917 


1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020 
> Introduction: Unveiling the Debt Ceiling 


The debt ceiling, established in 1917 during World War I, acts as a crucial cap on the U.S. government's 
cumulative borrowing through bond issuances. As the nation's debt approaches this limit, the Treasury 
Department resorts to extraordinary measures to meet obligations, aiming to prevent a catastrophic 
default. Showdowns over the debt ceiling have sparked conflicts between the White House and Congress, 
leading to government shutdowns. This article explores the debt ceiling's definition, history, advantages, 
disadvantages, and recent clashes, shedding light on its impact on the U.S. economy. 


> Understanding the Debt Ceiling's Origins and Controversies 


Before the debt ceiling's inception, Congress held unrestricted control over the nation's pen 
in 1917 to instill fiscal responsibility during World War I, the debt ceiling has been 2564 e е 4 ydp 
to avoid default risks. However, debates persist on its constitutionality, with critics poin акен жыр 
Amendment, questioning the need for such limits. The United States stands as an excep 
democratic nations, with most countries lacking a debt ceiling. 


> Advantages and Disadvantages of the Debt Ceiling 
о Advantages: Upholding Fiscal responsibility 


The debt ceiling serves as a practical tool to streamline th игар 
issue bonds efficiently without constant congressional approval. 


e nation's finances, allowing the Treasury to 
etting boundaries, it expedites 
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mone approval processes, providing a structured framework for financial operations. Raising the 
ebt ceiling enables continued funding for federal operations and essential social programs like Socia] 
Security and Medicare, pivotal for retirees and qualifying recipients. 


о Disadvantages: The Fluid Nature ana Controversy 


Despite its advantages, the debt ceiling's fluid nature raises concerns about its effectiveness in ensuri 
fiscal responsibility. Record-high debt levels over the years prompt questions about its efficacy. Bevans 
the debt ceiling negatively impacts the country's credit rating and increases overall debt costs т. 
constitutional debate persists, with critics arguing that the debt ceiling contradicts the тай 
Amendment, potentially hindering the government's ability to meet financial obligations. 
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> Debt Ceiling Showdowns and Historical impact 


Throughout history, debt ceiling showdowns have triggered government shutdowns, exemplified by the 
1995 conflict between President Bill Clinton and Congress. In 2023, House Speaker Kevin McCarthy's 
election raised concerns about potential defaults, highlighting the recurring nature of debt ceiling 
debates. Notably, Fitch Ratings downgraded the U.S. credit rating in August 2023, citing rising national 
debt and potential financial deterioration as key factors. 


o Debt Ceiling Dynamics during Obama and Trump Administrations 


Both President Barack Obama and President Donald Trump faced debt ceiling challenges. The 2011 
debt ceiling crisis resulted in Standard & Poor's downgrading the U.S. credit rating. The 2013 
government shutdown, triggered by attempts to defund the Affordable Care Act, was swiftly resolved 
with a debt limit suspension. The debt ceiling saw repeated adjustments, with Trump's Bipartisan 
Budget Act of 2019 suspending it through July 2021, averting default risks. 


O House Speaker McCarthy's Impact ow Debt Ceiling 


In 2023, concerns arose with House Speaker McCarthy's potential influence 
signaling a push for deep spending cuts. The fear of political gridlock loomed, t 
stability ahead of the new fiscal year. Economists projected a 60% chance of an 
emphasizing macroeconomic uncertainty. 


on the debt ceiling 
hreatening financ! 
11th-hour deal, 
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o Economic RAMifications of U.S. Debt De fault 


“- 


А U.S. default оп government debt would reverberate 


confidence in U.S. borrowers. Moody's Analytics 
2 қ projected а four-m 
reduce stock prices bya third, and lead to substantial job cuts. The HA. en to shave 4% off GDP, 
Recession, causing economic uncertainty and hindering critical government lenis ar са 
ons. 


o Yellen's Warning and Ongoing Political Compromises 


globally, impacting financial markets and 


In mid-January 2023, Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen em i 

! ) phasized the urge iei m 
to prevent irreparable harm to the U.S. economy. Despite ongoing eee Еа debt ceiling 
trends suggest last-minute compromises. President Biden's successful negotiations i 2021 historical 
the $1.2 trillion infrastructure package, demonstrated the ability to avert default т” 1, E: ping 
agreements. and reach bipartisan 


o Current Debt Ceiling Status and Frequency of Adjustments 


As of September 2023, the national debt stands at $33.1 trillion, surpassing the raised debt ceili f 
991,4 не Тһе debt ceiling has been adjusted 78 times since 1960, reflecting the recurrin a iow 
modifications. Questions about the ceiling's effectiveness persist, emphasizing the ongoin :: ES ed 
this mechanism to manage the nation's finances. —— алыусы, 
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—— Global Financial Crisis | 


The U.S. Debt Crisis and Its Global Implications 


The U.S. debt crisis, exacerbated by continuous 
To understand the record - ә. 


МЧА Марте high Wee nior уи increases in the debt ceiling, poses а persistent 


U.S, DERI Me challenge for the American government and global 


in $1 BILLS 


investors. The debt has soared to $33.67 trillion, 
projected to exceed $50 trillion by 2030. Fiscal deficits 
stemming from significant stimulus measures, 
increased healthcare costs, and persistent trade 
deficits contribute to this alarming trend. 


>Challenges to Dollar Hegemony and 
ма" | Global Repercussions 


The U.S. debt crisis challenges the longstanding 
"exorbitant privilege" associated with the dollar. 
Continuous debt increases have led to downgrades by 
major credit rating agencies, eroding global confidence 
in U.S. Treasuries. The politicization of sanctions 
further complicates matters, with multiple countries, 
including China and Japan, divesting from U.S. 
Treasuries, creating a potential supply-demand gap. 


>interest Rate Hikes, Fiscal Risks, and 
Federal Reserve's Dilemma 


The Federal Reserve's consecutive interest rate hikes 
contribute to rising U.S. debt interest and costs. High 
interest rates have a noticeable impact on the fiscal 
situation, with net interest costs reaching $659 billion 
for the fiscal year 2023. As rates continue to rise, 
sustaining the debt becomes challenging, potentially 


U.S: DEBT 
Cor 4, | leading to a snowball effect with increasing fiscal 
TRILLION чш tisks, 
>Global Economic Ramifications and 
Emerging Market Challenges 


The U.S. debt ceiling's impact extends globally, creating a ripple effect in international capital 
movements. Emerging markets face heightened risks due to the U.S. frequently raising interest rates, 
increasing the dollar debt service burden. Over a quarter of emerging economies face potential debt 


default, while low-income countries, including Ghana and Argentina, grapple with the specter of 
bankruptcy. 


> The Unresolved Challenge of the U. $. Debt Ceiling 


In conclusion, the U.S. debt ceiling remains a critical element in managing the nation's finances, despite 
ongoing controversies and challenges. Its historical significance, coupled with the recurring need for 
adjustments, underscores its importance in averting defaults and ensuring economic stability. The 
global ramifications of the U.S. debt crisis highlight the interconnectedness of economies, emphasizing 


the need for sustainable fiscal policies and international cooperation to navigate the complexities of the 
modern financial landscape. 


US Economic Crisis & An Emerging New Economic World Order 


> Shifting Paradigms: The Evolution of Warfare in Contemporary Times 


. current global landscape, the traditional concept of war has undergone a profound 
rmation. Gone are the days when armed confrontations between rival armies solely defined 
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warfare. The contemporary focus has shifted dramatically towards economic battlegrounds, making it 
evident that the race for economic supremacy is the new world order. The sway over the global economy 
has become synonymous with dictating international influence, marking a significant departure from 
historical norms. 


> Rationale Behind the Economic Warfare Paradigm 


Several factors contribute to this shift. The looming threat of nuclear war has effectively diminished the 

viability of traditional armed conflicts. The astronomical human and economic costs associated with 
: physical warfare have paved the way for a more strategic and effective approach to addressing external 
threats. In this context, the importance of economic standing cannot be overstated. Every sector's 
: progress and development, including military prowess, are intricately linked to economic stability, 
providing a logical foundation for the evolution of warfare paradigms. 


> Contemporary Manifestations of Economic Warfare 


aia а сор - i — — The manifestations of this 

— | evolving warfare paradigm are 
evident in recent global events. 
The trade war between the 
United States апа China, 


SURELY | A. AE SES | | worldwide economic sanctions 

5% A E on Iran, attempts to undermine 
НАМОЕ TAS WES | the China-Pakistan Economic 
ALITTLE SA ^ Corridor (CPEC), and NATO 
MORE. ! } member states' responses to 


Russia's military interventions 
all showcase the economic 
underpinnings of modern 
conflicts. Furthermore, the 
politicization of institutions like 
the Financial Action Task Force 
(FATF) and biased practices of 


international financial 

A- 2 | “= NIN "MAA institutions serve as validation 

y 2: sess ИИ 5: Lom A— тк. 2 ] MT for the emergence of new 
battlefields. 


> Mitigating the Threat: Bold Steps Towards a New World Order 


To mitigate the risks associated with this economic-centric warfare paradigm, bold steps are imperative. 
Firstly, a global restructuring aligned with democratic ideals is essential, ensuring equitable 
representation from all continents, especially those historically sidelined, such as the Global South and 
Africa. Reforming the United Nations Security Council to eliminate biases and bloc formations is a 
critical move. Additionally, depoliticizing entities like the FATF can foster cooperation among regional 
: economies that were previously at odds due to politicized roles. World leaders must redirect their focus 
from narrow national interests to collective human development initiatives. Dismantling protectionist 
policies opens avenues for cooperation among nations, replacing hostility with mutual ааа 
Ultimately, fostering a spirit of cooperation rather than cutthroat competition is paramount in achieving 
the lofty goal of a world order that prioritizes the well-being of all. 


> The Rise of BRICS: Challenging the Western World Order 


In an era defined by the ascendancy of developing economies in the Global se ae — сала 
has emerged as a formidable challenger to the Western world order, predominantly y 


. scitis 
i iti j j ed with unmet commitments in clima 
economic and political repercussions of USA-led sanctions, coupl акей e КОНЫП 


, tat loping 
financing and health and food security, have disillusioned many deve , oréndide 
has fueled the rise of BRICS, a coalition that has already surpassed the G7 in alpha e 


projected to reach 5096 by 2030. 
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> BRICS' Call for a New World Order: Reshaping international Institutions 


BRICS nations advocate for a more equitable world order 
Бу reforming established international institutions 
dominated by the West, The adoption of the resolution 
‘Towards a New International Economic Order' by the 
United Nations General Assembly in December 2022, with 
123 votes in favor, underscores the momentum behind 
this call for change. However, questions linger regarding 
the intentions of countries like Saudi Arabia and the 
UAE—whether they seek an erosion of the existing 
Western order or prefer maintaining the status quo. 
Political tensions between India and China pose 
challenges, with India expressing reluctance towards 
BRICS expansion, fearing it might become a mouthpiece for China. India's pivotal role in the India- 
Middle East-Europe Corridor further complicates BRICS' future, as it aims to counterbalance China's 
influence through initiatives like the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). 


> BRICS' Institutional Reforms: A Challenge to Western Dominance 


Discontented BRICS states have made significant strides in reshaping global institutions, challenging 


Countries like Argentina, Bolivia, India, and the UAE settling payments in yuan and rupees further 
weakens the dollar's supremacy. The acquisition of gold by BRICS nations and the issuance of bonds in 
local currencies by the NDB contribute to the ongoing de-dollarization process. 


Despite the momentum gained by BRICS in challenging the Western world order, the road to establishing 
a comprehensive Southern World Order is rife with complexities and unanswered questions. De- 
dollarization, while underway, remains a gradual process, with the US dollar still prevalent in many 
financial transactions. China's increasing influence in the Middle East, coupled with uncertainties 
surrounding Saudi Arabia's future foreign policy stance, adds layers of unpredictability. The geopolitical 
landscape, especially considering the political tensions between India and China, raises doubts about 


In conclusion, the shifting paradigms of contemporary warfare towards economic battlegrounds and the 
Dee of BRICS challenging the Western world order represent pivotal moments in global history. 
Mitigating the threats associated with economic-centric warfare demands bold steps, including global 
restructuring and the depoliticization of key institutions. Meanwhile, BRICS nations are reshaping 
international institutions, advocating for a more equitable world order. 


The challenges and unresolved questions underscore the complexity of these transformations. De- 
dollarization, institutional reforms, and geopolitical dynamics pose formidable challenges, requiring 
careful navigation. As the world stands at the crossroads of change, the choices made by global leaders 
will shape the trajectory of international relations and the quest for a more inclusive and cooperative 
world order. The spirit of competition must give way to a spirit of cooperation to surmount these 


challenges and usher in an era of collective human development—a goal that, until now, has remaine 
a distant dream. 
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. Navigating Pakistan's Economic Crossroads: 
Challenges, Strategies & Path to Recovery 


Pakistan finds itself at а critical 
juncture, facing a deepening economic Р 
crisis that demands urgent attention. INDICATORS 2022-23 
Renowned economist Dr. Jeffrey Sachs JUL-MAR) 
highlights the failure of political 
systems to address people's needs and GDP Growth 0.2996 
underscores the necessity of peace 
between India апа Pakistan for - 
regional prosperity. Despite | у yi Agriculture 4.3% 1.55% 
challenges, Sachs proposes a AA 
comprehensive national investment СУ 
plan as an alternative to IMF-led {шг мазна 1 686 -2.9496 | 
E 6.656 086% | 
Ене Кола | 
"e| | PerCapita 1765 | 1,68 | 
Income (USD) , , 
Investment | 15.7096 | 13.63% | 
(as % of GDP) | 
Economic Crisis 
Savings 12.60% 
The ongoing economic crisis іп (as % of GDP) 
Pakistan is distinctive, merging 
intricate challenges spanning political, governance, and environmental spheres. Sachs draws parallels 
with past economic crises worldwide, while acknowledging the slow recognition of the current crisis's 
extent. The crisis involves a convergence of shocks, including a substantial term of trade shock, еура 
capital availability constraints, and a comprehensive public debt crisis. Political and constitution 
; : i i overy. Firstly, implementing 
оноу асе three significant, challenges ТП аа : bns Ag oh E potential inflation and 
vopopulat measures to fulfill the exiatipg shanties MM Қа ‘amid political uncertainties, with 
Public dissatisfaction. Secondly, negotiating a new IMF ss. Thirdly attracting investments from the 
elections and an interim government complicating the process. , 
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austerity measures. Another 
perspective delves into the 
multifaceted crisis, emphasizing the 
severity of Pakistan's macroeconomic 
challenges and a silent human capital 
crisis. The current economic scenario 
is described as “а crisis like no other, ' 
requiring a nuanced understanding of 
its origins and implications. 

crises exacerbate the situation, leading to a crisis of confidence in the country's governance. Banking 
sector stress and a lack of confidence pose significant threats to Pakistan's economic prospects. 
> The Promise and Peril of Economic Recovery 
The first half of 2023 saw Pakistan teetering on the edge of economic шұ with. He Tp, Loca 
derailed. The subsequent reversal, marked by a new nine-month program and gor қайысы baci 
and Middle East allies, averted immediate default. However, challenges per ша, Meses ош 
navigate politically sensitive measures mandated by the existing IMF program, n x» ddept Боне а ак 
and secure investments from Gulf nations. The economic landscape 18 delicate, an pt p 
is crucial to avoid deeper turmoil. 


> Understanding Pakistan's 
> Challenges in Economic Revival 
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Gulf requires addressing bureaucratic inefficiencies, policy uncertainties, and political instability, 
historically deterring investors. 


> International Politics of Economic Recovery 


Pakistan's economic recovery is intertwined with political ties with external powers. Balancing 
relationships with the UAE, Saudi Arabia, China, and the United States is crucial. Investments from the 
Gulf have strategic implications beyond economic returns. The challenge lies in harmonizing these 
relationships, with optimism that investments from the Gulf can complement the China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor. Navigating these complex and sometimes conflicting 
priorities is essential for long-term stability. 


> The Economic Test and Future Prospects 


While the Stand-by Arrangement provides temporary relief, Pakistan 
needs fundamental policy changes for sustainable recovery. 
Negotiations for a longer-term IMF deal are inevitable, and the country 
requires home-grown structural reforms to break free from economic 
challenges. As the election season approaches, economic issues become 
central, shifting public expectations. The election outcome, likely 
resulting in a coalition government, poses challenges for serious 
economic reform. The future government, regardless of composition, 
holds the responsibility of advancing the economic revival process. 


> Conclusion 


Pakistan stands at a crossroads, grappling with a multifaceted 
economic crisis that demands a holistic and strategic approach. The 
insights from Dr. Jeffrey Sachs, the challenges in the economic revival, 
and the international political dynamics emphasize the need for 
comprehensive reforms. The future hinges on effective policymaking, 
navigating global relationships, and fostering a commitment to 
economic recovery. As the nation faces this critical juncture, the choices 


made in the coming months will shape Pakistan's economic destiny for 
years to come. 
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СОР-28: А Crucial Crossroads for 
Climate Action and Pakistan's Role 


> Introduction: COP-28's Pivotal Role and the Birth of the Loss and Damage Fund 


As COP-28, the 28th Conference of Parties to the UNFCCC, 
concludes in Dubai, it marks a crucial juncture in global efforts 
to address climate change. Attended by representatives from 
nearly 200 countries, including Pakistan, this conference 
commenced with a significant achievement—the establishment 
of the Loss and Damage Fund. Pakistan, a country profoundly 
impacted by climate change, had actively lobbied for such a fund 
at COP27, making this development particularly significant. 


> "ire esc Сг" for Pakisfan: 
Acfivafing the F 
While the establishment of the Loss and Damage Fund is a О LJ BAI 


positive step, Pakistan faces challenges in activating the funding. Spiced Arab Emirates 
The country must adhere to stringent checks and balances, 

showcasing a commitment to utilizing the funds effectively. This comes at a time when Pakistan grapples 
with severe environmental challenges, placing it among the countries most affected by climate change, 
according to the Global Climate Risk Index 2022. 


> Global Emission Reductions and the Methane Pledge 


Amid the urgency to combat climate change, COP-28 witnessed several pledges and discussions aimed 
at reducing global emissions. Notably, more than 50 oil and gas companies, including industry giants 
like Saudi Aramco, ExxonMobil, and Shell, signed the Oil and Gas Decarbonisation Charter, committing 
to net-zero emissions by 2050 and near-zero methane emissions by 2030. This move reflects a collective 
effort to address emissions from a sector often considered the "most harmful industry on the planet." 


> COP-28's Focus on Fossil Fuels and Fossil Fuel Producers 


A draft resolution regarding the future of fossil fuels—coal, gas, and oil—was a point of contention at 
COP-28. While some advocated for decisive action, including phasing out fossil fuels, others, particularly 
oil producers like Saudi Arabia and top consumers like India, remained resistant. UN Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres emphasized the need for nations to agree on phasing out fossil fuels, acknowledging 
the possibility of different countries moving at different paces. 


> Pakistan's Vulnerability and Economic impact 


For Pakistan, the stakes at COP-28 are high. According to the Global Climate Risk nea ge Дакка 
is the fifth most affected country by climate change. Extreme weather соон mos ne ah йы 
floods, and droughts, pose significant challenges. UNICEF's 2021 Chi ren's орала carae Ка 
highlighted that children in Pakistan, along with other South Asian салшы aims E ыу д 
risk' due to climate change impacts. The economic toll of climate change on stan, 

Asian Development Bank, could reach 18-20% of its СОР by 2050. 


» Pakistan's Dilemma: Balancing Climate Goals and Energy Needs 
untry, burdened by external debt and a 
between combating climate change and 


However, Pakistan faces a unique set of challenges. The co 
widening financing gap, must navigate a delicate balance 
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meeting its energy needs. Ambitious projects, such as the shift to 60% renewable energy and 30% electric 
vehicles by 2030, align with climate goals. Still, the country has sought to quadruple its domestic coa]. 


fired capacity, presenting a contradiction to its climate change objectives. 


p— а 


Air pollution 


has caused 


deaths in p c N ! 


in economic losses 


due to climate 


| "lives per year (10,462 lives 
; іп 20 years) due to climate 
"m" > 


Source: 
"Globa! Climate Risk 
Index Report, 


c 
The Lancet, 2017 


» Challenges іп infrastructure and Execution 


Despite ambitious goals, Pakistan encounters obstacles in infrastructure and execution. The lack of 
physical infrastructure, such as charging stations, poses a hurdle to mass electric vehicle expansion. 
The Billion Tree Tsunami project faced setbacks during floods, highlighting the vulnerability of 
environmental initiatives to climate-related events. While the intentions are ambitious, effective planning 


and execution remain crucial. 


> Initiatives and the Role of Nafure-Based Solutions 


Amid challenges, Pakistan showcased visionary initiatives at COP-28. The Living Indus Initiative, 
committing an estimated USD 11-17 billion, aims to restore the Indus River basin, prioritizing long-term 
ecosystem health. Simultaneously, the Recharge Pakistan Project, a USD 78 million endeavor, focuses 
on ecosystem-based adaptation in Sindh, Balochistan, and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. These nature-based 


solutions underscore Pakistan's commitment to environmental sustainability. 
> Pakistan's Active Engagement af COP-28 


As COP-28 progresses, the Pakistan Pavilion 
emerged as a focal point for discussions, 
hosting panels on initiatives like the Living 
Indus Initiative. The Ministry of Climate 
Change апа Environmental Coordination 
orchestrated 28 activities on the sidelines, 
engaging in negotiations on critical climate 
change matters. Prime Minister Imran Khan 
expressed deep appreciation for these efforts, 
positioning Pakistan as а  beacon of 
environmental leadership. 


> Conclusion: The Path Forward for 
Pakistan and Global Cooperation 
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In conclusion, СОР-28 represents а pivotal moment for global climate action, with Pakistan m. 
crucial role in advocating for its interests and learning from other countries' experiences. Thec i ans 
are substantial, from activating climate funds to balancing energy needs with climate goals. P 
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E initiatives, including nature-based solutions, demonstrate a commitment to addressing environmental 
challenges. As the world grapples with the urgency of mitigating climate change, the path forward 
requires continued global cooperation, effective planning, and decisive action. Time is of the essence, 
and the outcomes of COP-28 will shape the trajectory of climate action for years to come. 


Climate Action at COP28: Overcoming Doubts and Fostering 


: | Unprecedented Progress 


Climate change discussions at COP28 faced initial uncertainties and criticism, notably due to concerns 

| about the summit's location in a major oil-producing country. Critics questioned potential biases toward 
the fossil fuel industry, particularly with the appointment of Dr. Sultan Al Jaber, CEO of the UAE's 
ADNOC, as the president of COP28. Despite this skepticism, the summit has proven productive and 
inclusive, with notable progress on issues like the Loss and Damage Fund. 


ТІР СОР 28 - Important Outcomes 


Ө) Transition Away From Fossil-Fuel- Nearly 200 countries agreed to "transition away from fossil fuels in energy systems" 
at the COP28. The agreement is the first time countries have made this pledge. 


Q Global Renewables and Energy Efficiency Pledge- Signatory countries to work together to triple the world's installed 
renewable energy generation capacity to at least 11,000 GW by 2030. The countries must collectively double the 
global average annual rate of energy efficiency improvements from around 2% to over 4% every year until 2030. 


Q Loss and Damage Fund- Operationalization of the Loss and Damage (L&D) fund aimed at compensating countries 
grappling with climate change impacts. Commitments worth about US$ 800 million had been made to the Fund. The 
World Bank will be the "interim host" of the fund for four years. 


© Global Goal on Adaptation- The draft text on the Global Goal on Adaptation (GGA) was introduced at COP 28. It aims to 
enhance climate change adaptation by increasing awareness and funding towards countries' adaptation needs in the 
context of the 1.5/2*C goal of the Paris Agreement 


© The Global Cooling Pledge- 66 national government signatories committed to working together to reduce cooling- 
related emissions across all sectors by at least 6896 globally relative to 2022 levels by 2050. 


Q Declaration to Triple Nuclear Energy- The declaration launched at COP28 aims to triple global nuclear energy capacity 
by 2050. It was endorsed by 22 National Governments. 


© Coal Transition Accelerator- France, in collaboration with various countries and organizations, introduced the Coal 
Transition Accelerator. The initiative aims to leverage best practices and lessons learned for effective coal transition 
policies. 


© CHAMP Initiative- Coalition for High Ambition Multilevel Partnership (CHAMP) for Climate Action was launched at 
COP 28. This initiative aims at efficient planning, financing, Implementation, and monitoring of climate strategies 


© Climate Finance- Under the New Collective Quantified Goal (NCQG) for climate finance, wealthy nations owe 
developing countries USD 500 billion In 2025. 


> Unprecedented Momentum and Optimism 


Contrary to doubts, COP28 showcased distinctive progress and inclusivity. Dr. Al Jaber's leadership 
emphasized a unique approach, engaging various stakeholders, NGOs, and industries. The loss and 
damage issue saw early consensus, setting a positive tone. Surprisingly, protests in the UAE were 
permitted, indicating a shift in the country's stance on dissent. While activists highlight potential 
motives for the government's leniency, concerns about limited approved protests persist. 


> UAE's Climate Innovation and Investment 


The UAE positioned itself as a climate innovator, making substantial investments in decarbonization. 
ADNOC accelerated its net-zero greenhouse gas target, ceasing routine methane venting and flaring. 
Dubai aims to generate 75% of its power from clean sources by 2050. The paradigm shift in the climate 
narrative raises questions about the role of for-profit entities and tech companies in climate diplomacy. 


> Global Warming Targets and UN's Warning 
Days before COP28, the UN Environment Programme's Emissions Gap report raised alarms about - 
planet's trajectory, predicting a dangerous temperature rise. If global warming targets аге пиззее, 
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Catastrophic consequences, such as species extinction, groundwater depletion, and glacial melt, could 

unfold. Despite decades of climate conferences, global greenhouse gas emissions continue to rise 
ea : › 

emphasizing the urgent need for greater global commitment. 


> COP28 and Pakistan's Climate Challenges 


Р akistan, despite contributing minimally to global emissions, faces severe climate impacts. COP28 
signals the need for meaningful action, emphasizing a shift from dependency on external aid. The 
country must align with global trends, focusing on biodiversity restoration and environmental justice. 


Failure to adapt to changing environmental standards could lead to international isolation and economic 
Stagnation. 


> Climate Action and Global Security 


UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres stressed the urgency of addressing current climate trends to 
prevent a three-degree temperature rise. Climate change is identified as a risk multiplier for conflict апа 
instability, necessitating global cooperation. The European Union is taking steps to address climate 


change through green policies, a Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism, and partnerships with regions 
like Africa, Latin America, and South Asia. 


> Reviving Pulse Production in Pakistan 


Approximately 40 million Pakistanis face nightly hunger, emphasizing the need for sustainable 
solutions. Pulses, sustainable protein sources, could address food security challenges. However, factors 
such as government policies, limited seed improvements, inadequate machinery, labor shortages, and 
underinvestment in R&D hinder pulse production. A multifaceted strategy involving seed enhancement, 


tech adoption, intercropping, mechanization, partnerships, knowledge dissemination, policy support, 
and market reforms is essential for revival. 
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> Loss and Damage Fund Challenges 


The Loss and Damage Fund, established during COP27, aims to assist developing nations, but 
challenges remain. Pledges fall short of the $300 billion annual investment needed by 2030. Issues such 
as fund disbursement, nature of support, prioritization, transparency, private entity involvement, and 
considerations for historically non-polluting nations require comprehensive attention. The fund 9 
success hinges on addressing these factors effectively. In conclusion, СОР28, despite initial сере, 
has demonstrated unprecedented progress and inclusivity. The global community faces urgen 
challenges, and innovative solutions are essential. From addressing climate change's impact on glob : 
security to reviving pulse production in Pakistan, the need for concerted efforts, adaptability, ап 

sustainable practices is evident. The success of climate action lies in navigating complexities, fostering 
global cooperation, and prioritizing environmental sustainability. 
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Al shall not replace humans - But humans having AI Skills shall replace all other humans 


Understanding Artificial Intelligence: 


“Case of Prompt Adoption’ 


There has been ап extensive discourse 
surrounding artificial intelligence (А1), 
: X encompassing discussions on its potential 
1 HEY. WAIT А MINUTE, = ramifications and parallels with human 
WE NEED TO ESTABLISH consciousness. The term "Artificial 

RULES! Intelligence" is attributed to the late American 
computer scientist John McCarthy, who is said 
to have coined it in 1956 while collaborating on 
a proposal for the renowned Dartmouth 
conference. This conference marked the 
initiation of AI as a formal field of study and 
research. McCarthy, widely recognized as the 
father of Artificial Intelligence in the realm of 
computer science, likely had little foresight into 
the significant challenges his innovation would 
( <i pose to nation-states over the subsequent 
А. P? = seven decades. Noam Chomsky, in his article 


for The New York Times, delineated a 

fundamental distinction between human 
consciousness and AI. Chomsky illustrated this contrast by using the example of an infant, who, upon 
receiving fragments of language data, develops the ability to construct intricate language structures. In 
contrast, АІ relies on processing all available data, searching for patterns to generate responses based 
on probability. However, certain aspects such as emotions and feelings—like love, nostalgia, and 
morality—are exclusive to human experience. Advocates of AI often shy away from engaging in 
conversations about these distinctly human attributes. Regardless of the advancements AI may achieve, 
it remains incapable of composing a piece like "Daffodils" by simply observing flowers along the edge of 
a bay. 


> Af's impacts on Global Economy and Employment 


In an era where technological evolution is constant, the rapid rise of Artificial Intelligence (AI) stands 
out as both revolutionary and potentially perilous. While AI has transformed various facets of life, from 
sports to medicine, it brings significant challenges. Pioneers like Dr. Geoffrey Hinton, considered the 
godfather of AI, have raised alarms about the dangers of AI, emphasizing the need for regulations. 
Notable figures like Sam Altman and Elon Musk have echoed these concerns, viewing AI as — 
more hazardous than nuclear weapons. Al's impact spans politics, economies, academia, and 8 
military, reshaping dynamics and introducing new threats. Social media Linen ec аро some M қ 
images causing panic, and the rise of deepfakes leading to potential unrest highlig Pan Pe 
this technology. Economically, AI offers increased productivity, yet it y m dee E om 
necessitating a shift in skills. Creative fields like graphics design face challenges as E л 
tasks. Tools like Chat ОРТ and Google's Bard streamline writing tasks, but they ттн olo coin 
integrity, raising questions about the authenticity of content. The ws Сута Je i Жыл 
military applications introduces ethical dilemmas, from surveillance to fen necs Mi eed 
about misinformation, cyber warfare, and human-machine relationships in the military 


i ili AI tools that 
The dark side of AI extends to internet scams, including voice-based a с рад арЫ 
clone voices with alarming accuracy. The potential for AI-driven e ae ET ыру Gv ce, WY Dee 
concern, reminiscent of the recent trauma caused by COVID-19. While te 
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use is crucial. Recognizing the need for guidelines and regulations, the global community must 
collaboratively develop a comprehensive framework for Al. 


As AI encroaches in our lives, awareness has become paramount, with Stanford University's 2023 AJ 
pects, emphasizing 
Richard Baldwin 
but the lack of 
omes an ethical 
ing technological 


Index revealing a surge in legislation globally. However, these laws address limited as 
the need for a more forward-looking and encompassing regulatory approach. 
underscores the importance of AI awareness, highlighting that it is not AI itself 
understanding that poses risks. Equipping ourselves with basic AI knowledge bec 


obligation to harness its advantages and avoid the risk of being replaced in this evolv 
landscape. 


> The impacts of Artificial intelligence on Education 


The 2151 century has witnessed 
transformative revolutions, from the 
internet to electric cars, reshaping 
human life and its place in the world. 
А recent addition to this continuum is 
Artificial Intelligence (А1), a force set 
on revolutionizing various facets of 
life, particularly in education and 
health. A notable player in this AI 
landscape is ChatGPT, surpassing 
traditional search engines in providing 
concise, user-ready knowledge on a 
Single page. While this revolution 
streamlines information consumption, 
it also presents challenges to the 
existing educational paradigm. This 
Al-driven shift : poses profound 
challenges to cognition systems, 


instructional methodologies, and the roles of teachers and students. The traditional process of guidance, 
work, and verification by teachers is swiftly replaced by instant, AI-generated responses. Embracing this 
change is imperative, acknowledging that opposition is futile in the face of an evolving reality. Teachers 
and students are already experiencing the benefits of AI in and outside the classroom, enhancing 
instruction and learning on a global scale. However, this integration should be approached cautiously, 
preserving the unique skills of teachers and considering cultural and social contexts. Students, too, 
benefit by reinforcing information at home, doubling their knowledge and focus. Time saved can be 
redirected towards advanced research and knowledge acquisition. The inevitability of AI's integration 
into education systems requires proactive measures. Training courses should be initiated to equip 
teachers at all levels to effectively incorporate AI in classrooms, ensuring students derive meaningful 
benefits. This global revolution demands a positive attitude and proactive response. Avoidance is not an 
option; instead, embracing AI can usher in new opportunities, preventing job obsolescence and 
positioning our future generations at the forefront of technological progress. The inertia of the past 
should not hinder us; instead, a readiness to adapt will empower us to thrive in an Al-driven world. 


> Multifaceted Educational Companion: ChatGPT's Role in the Learning Journey 


ChatGPT serves as a transformative tool in enhancing educational accessibility, breaking down barriers 
for individuals with disabilities and non-English speakers. For instance, it offe 
students with visual impairments, summarizes course content for those with learning disabilities, and 
allows students facing typing challenges to articulate their queries verbally. Moreover, ChatGPT 
facilitates language translation, enabling students to comprehend course material in a language of their 
choice. This feature streamlines understanding and eliminates language barriers. In contrat. Р 
traditional methods involving extensive textbook and internet searches for assignment materia’, 
ChatGPT provides a time-efficient alternative, simplifying the assignment completion process. 


. гу * 2 r in 
In the realm of higher education, ChatGPT proves invaluable for professors. It aids in avi n 
comprehensive lesson plans, generating diverse types of questions for assessments, analyzing S Қ iso 
assignments for grading purposes, and offering links to additional educational resources. The too 
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provides tips for enhancing student engagement and managing 


classroom behavior. Understanding individual learning styles, 
MyWordAi 


ChatGPT tailors a personalized learning experience, analyzing 
academic performance to structure courses according to 
students needs. This facilitates comfortable-paced learning 
and thorough comprehension of complex concepts. Interaction 
with text-based research ог learning material through 
ChatGPT allows quick access to additional educational 
content. 


Students can leverage ChatGPT to enhance the quality of their 
academic essays by receiving individualized and personalized 
feedback. As exams approach, ChatGPT becomes a valuable 
study companion, recapitulating class notes with a focus on 
key terms, aiding in formulating ideal answers to important 
questions, and generating practice questions to identify 
strengths and weaknesses in subject matter comprehension. 
In essence, ChatGPT emerges as a multifaceted tool supporting various aspects of the educational 
journey. 


> Alin Academia: ChatGPT's Limitations 


Academic integrity emerges as a paramount concern when considering the integration of ChatGPT in 
higher education. Many educators express apprehensions, contending that its use in writing 
assignments may foster cheating and plagiarism. The rapid generation of responses by ChatGPT raises 
concerns about diminishing students’ abilities to brainstorm, think critically, and exhibit creativity in 
their answers. While the responses generated by ChatGPT may appear plausible and well-written, they 
often lack insight and may not be necessarily accurate. The challenge lies in detecting the inaccuracies 
within the information, posing a potential detriment to students’ learning experience and decision- 
making skills. Furthermore, the inherent biases within the datasets used to train Al chatbots, including 
ChatGPT, raise alarms about the potential amplification of discrimination against specific groups of 
people. This situation creates an unhealthy learning environment and underscores the importance of 
addressing biases in AI systems. 


Despite being well-informed, ChatGPT has limitations. It Struggles with niche topics and may not be 
aware of recent developments in various fields. Additionally, its singular-task focus hinders its ability to 
respond effectively when students pose multiple questions simultaneously. Contextual comprehension 
Proves to be another challenge for ChatGPT. It may find it difficult to grasp the nuances of human 
language, leading to instances where it misinterprets humor or sarcasm, providing irrelevant responses. 
Emotional intelligence (EI) emerges as a crucial factor in educational settings, setting human educators 
apart. Unlike virtual chatbots like ChatGPT, human educators possess the ability to understand 
students' emotions and respond appropriately. While ChatGPT may exhibit a semblance of empathy, it 
falls short in comprehending complex human emotions and providing adequate emotional support, 


жы the importance of balancing technological advancements with the human touch in 
education. 


» The Menace of Al-Generated Deepfakes 


In March, the internet was set ablaze with images supposedly depicting the arrest of former US president 
Donald Trump. However, these were quickly identified as 'deepfakes,' authentic-looking content crafted 
using artificia] intelligence (А). While initially used for humor, the surge in politically motivated 
deepfakes raises concerns. The imperfections in current deepfake technology allow for detection, but 
experts predict increased sophistication. In Pakistan, political factions have reportedly used deepfakes 
їй tarnish opponents, exemplified by a recent Al-generated image shared by a mainstream party. Al's 
evolving capabilities present serious challenges for policymakers. The malicious use of Al-generated 
deepfakes in polarized societies can fabricate hate speech, inciting violence against minorities. The UN 
warns of this danger, particularly in conflict zones. In international conflicts, deepfakes can forge 
military orders and sow confusion, complicating conflict containment. A recent report from the 
Brookings Institution emphasizes the need for a cost-benefit analysis before deploying deepfake 


technology against high-profile targets. The most significant threat lies in undermining democracy by 
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Ines conati | lection fraud. Policymak 
disseminating Al-generated deepfakes to sway voter choices, « eee * т videos and бао. 
must implement short-term measures like digital x ses for E, GEN TOW Ww to DIESEL 

| Um 144 27% | nd. long-term regula 5 esse 
technology for authenticity monitoring. Looking ahead, 5 1sideration, and Pakistan must develop а 
unbridled use. Various global regulatory models are unde: considera E Қамы фк 
context-sensitive approach. While celebrating technological advancements, Vigilance I9 © & to 
restrain Al's potentially malicious aspects. 


PAKISTAN'S NATIONAL AI POLICY 


Ignite NTF to allocate 50% of its funds towards the development of the National Artificial 
intelligence Fund by 2023. 


Training of IM+ new and existing IT graduates in “high-impact applied skills in Al and 
Allied Technologies" by 2027. 


Standardisation of the data of state-owned enterprises, boards, and civil authorities for 
applying Al-based algorithms" 


Centers of Excellence" to be established across the country by 2026, where standardised 
data will be available for processing through a sandbox-based licensing approach. 


5,000 scholarships to be awarded in postgraduate and doctoral programs by 2026. 


2,000 patents to be filed on Al-led products and solutions by 2026. 


Establishment of Al Directorate under National Commission for Data Protection by 2024. 


1,000 Al-led R&D initiatives to be funded in academia and the private sector via fiscal and 
non-fiscal support by 2026. 


> Aland Pakistan 


The transfor mative impact of AI has reverberated across developed and developing nations alike, leaving 
individuals, companies, and governments grappling with how to harness this advanced technology for 
constructive purposes while mitigating its potential destructive consequences. The global discourse 15 
centered on a highly debatable question: Is AI an opportunity, a threat, or perhaps both? AI tools such 
Лен ОРТ from Open AI and Google's Bard have already revolutionized the world of writing, enablin е 
з. ar-instantaneous generation of extensive analytical economic reports, essays, and blogs throug 

ext generation and analysis tools. However, this technology, designed to emulate human intelligence 
carries the potential to jeopardize the very existence of its creators. 


Guter scientists worldwide are sounding alarms about AI, urging governments to treat it as а policy 
atter and establish a global governance regime akin to institutions like the International Atomic Energy 
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Agency Or the International Monetary Fund. Concerns abound that in the wrong hands, AI could prove 
disastrous for ill-prepared nation-states engrossed in self-serving geopolitical and geo-economic conflicts 
rather than collaborating for the greater good. Experts advocate for the creation of a global AI watchdog 


to address threats originating from AI, including online scams, cyber warfare, the dissemination of 
misinformation, and propaganda. Recent research by the computer security firm McAfee reveals the 
availability of free AI tools on the internet that enable scammers to clone audio with an up to 8595 
matching ratio between the cloned and original voice—a potential recipe for internet scams. 


As the world's fifth most populous nuclear-armed nation, Pakistan cannot afford to ignore the challenges 
and opportunities presented by AI. The country, with a population of approximately 250 million, has 
recently drafted its National AI Policy, criticized by industry stakeholders, including the Overseas 
Investors Chamber of Commerce and Industry (OICCI), a significant representative body of foreign 
investors operating in Pakistan. The OICCI, which includes global technology giants like IBM and SAP, 
highlights the policy's lack of clarity and coherence, emphasizing the need for clear guidelines on data 
collection, storage, and usage to prevent misuse and breaches of personal data. While the government 
expresses eagerness to embrace Artificial Intelligence, stakeholders stress the importance of a more 
detailed policy draft that addresses potential challenges. The Collingridge Dilemma encapsulates the 
challenge of AI policy development, emphasizing the difficulty of anticipating challenges until they arise, 
at which point there may be insufficient time to address them. 


Where does Pakistan stand on Al Readiness 


GOVERNMENT PILLAR 


Vision 50.00 
Governance and Ethics 39.80 
Digital Capacity 47.50 

Adaptability 39.97 

Maturity 15.61 

Innovation Capacity 40.29 

Human Capital 48.12 

Infrastructure 22.12 

Data Availability 49.15 

Data Representativeness 55.73 

5соге 40.22 

Ranking 92/185 

Source: Government Al Readiness Index 2022 - Oxford Insights А Ра. 
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» From Challenge to Opportunity: Shaping Pakistan's Role in the Global ay 
Landscape 


Policymakers face the challenge of 
striking a nuanced balance between 
swiftly responding to emerging 
technologies and exercising 
prudence by gaining a 
comprehensive understanding of 
their long-term implications. Hastily 
formulating policy responses, 
especially for complex technological 
advancements like AI, is a risk we 
cannot afford to take. A prominent 
concern associated with AI 
innovations is the perceived threat 
to employment. The intelligent 
automation of manual labor is 
anticipated to lead to widespread 
job displacement globally, with reports even suggesting large-scale layoffs by industry leaders such as 
IBM. However, it is crucial to consider estimates from the World Economic Forum, which predict that 
by 2025, AI will generate 12 million more new jobs than the 85 million it may displace, resulting in a 
net creation of 97 million jobs. 


In addressing this scenario, policymakers in Islamabad must be proactive, recognizing that the new jobs 
forecasted by the World Economic Forum will necessitate specific skills and technical knowledge. The 
government's policy approach should therefore navigate a delicate balance between fostering AI 
innovation and addressing potential risks, such as biases in AI algorithms and its impact on job 
displacement. Several noteworthy recommendations have been put forth by the Overseas Chamber for 
policymakers in Islamabad: 
= Launching public awareness campaigns to educate citizens about data privacy and the protective 
measures in place, as ethical AI deployment is crucial for building public trust and ensuring 
long-term success. 


= Incorporating the principles of fairness, accountability, transparency, and explainability into AI 
policy. 

=" Establishing an independent body to evaluate AI applications for ethical considerations, ensuring 
responsible AI adoption. 


= Setting up an independent AI regulatory body for a risk management framework, defining 
guidelines, policies, and procedures. 


* Recognizing the evolving nature of AI, updating regulations frequently, and allowing relevant 
organizations to develop customized frameworks tailored to their specific AI development needs. 


= Enforcing rules on data privacy, data security, and AI ethics, collaborating with companies, 
universities, and organizations to ensure compliance. 


" Establishing a state-of-the-art lab staffed by forensic experts to identify and verify AI-related 
frauds, addressing potential risks associated with evolving AI technologies. 


The Pakistani government should prioritize education on a national scale, recognizing that the benefits 
of AI advancements can only be realized if our young population is equipped with the necessary akie 
and knowledge. The focus should be on people's development, fostering an educated society capable 9 
making optimal use of the forthcoming technological advancements іп the form of AI. Tackling illiteracy 
should be a top priority, and the government must allocate sufficient funds while ensuring progeny 
spending to achieve the desired results. Experts emphasize the critical need for governments to initia 

conversations about preparing society, the economy, and the political system for the emerge 
implications of AI. They have set a five-year deadline for governments to adopt a cohesive policy stance 
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therwise, the world will face a tsunami of AI effects. This window of time is an opportunity for global 
сеш коре to determine the future course of action and transform this ch 


allenge into an opportunity. 


While policymakers in the West have delayed policy responses to AI, with the United Kingdom stating 


that a dedicated regulator for Al is unnecessary, other countries like Canada, the European Union, and 
Singapore have formulated clear AI policies addressing ethical considerations, data governance, and AI 
innovations. Pakistan can draw valuable lessons from the experiences of the 


se nations and adopt best 
lopment. To contribute to 
al organizations such as the 
Economic Forum. 


practices to address ethical challenges and promote responsible AI deve 
shaping the global AI landscape, Pakistan should engage with multination 
Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development and the World 


Collaboration with these organizations and active participation in 
enhance Pakistan's understanding of international AI standar 
responsible participant in the AI revolution. Given the rapid 
spread, the government's response should be swift, as it surpasses the time-consuming processes of 


routine policymaking in parliamentary procedures. It is essential to act promptly to ensure that this 
revolutionary technological asset does not turn into a liability for Pakistan. 


> Crafting a Vision for Pakistan's Tech-driven Future 


global forums on AI governance will 
ds and reinforce its position as a 
pace at which AI technology is expected to 


As advanced nations grapple with the integration of generative 
artificial intelligence (AI) into their workforce and Systems, the rest 
of the world is likely to follow suit. The transformation in thought 
and action, along with the potential benefits for countries like 
Pakistan, must be carefully considered to mitigate the risks of 
misuse. AI development has been ongoing for the past 15-20 
years, with the emergence of various forms such as ChatGPT and 
applications in services, movie streaming, military operations, 
driverless cars, and more. However, these advancements come 
with both positive and negative consequences, depending on their 
applications, similar to other technological developments like 
nuclear or space technologies. The significant impact of AI on the 
to Train economy and job market requires thorough evaluation. Certain 

TIT : jobs may become obsolete, necessitating employees to acquire 
One Million People in different skills and educational backgrounds. While this may lead 


to job losses, optimizing supply chain programs could strengthen 
the economy. 


In Pakistan, businesses like Daraz, Food Panda, and Careem 
already leverage some form of AI to enhance daily operations and logistics management, aiming to 
maximize revenue and growth. It is hoped that other companies, both government and private 
institutions, irrespective of size, will adopt this technology for improved efficiency and competitiveness. 
However, without proper legislation, AI may be susceptible to abuse, creating confusion in society. 
Implementing facial recognition for user identification and labeling is essential. Concerns exist that 
authoritarian governments could misuse AI to identify and target individuals who do not conform to 
their ideologies. Proper legislation and oversight are crucial to prevent potential misuse. 


On the positive side, AI can facilitate personalized shopping, mass introduction of autonomous vehicles, 
and contribute to improved discourse and content writing. It can be an effective tool for fraud prevention, 
aid educators by automating administrative tasks, and support personalized learning. The use of AI in 
medicine, finance, and various sectors can bring significant benefits, but its introduction must be 
accompanied by education on its use and benefits. Developing a culture that promotes efficiency and 
overall integrity in governance is vital. Collaboration and a collaborative system would benefit more from 
the use of AI. To remain competitive, Pakistan needs widespread understanding of AI мо, 
awareness of its potential dangers, and careful consideration of its governance. Seminars an 
conferences should be organized to build awareness, and AI legislation, similar to oherenn 
regulations, should be introduced in consultation with experts. The government must develop a pool 9 
legal experts well-versed іп AI laws. Despite increasing dependence on AI, it remains unclear nom it "d 
impact the skills and competence of professionals. This likely depends on how AI is developed and use 
for the benefit of society. 
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Youth Bulge & Brain Drain: 
Case of Pakistan 


» The Challenge of Youth Bulge in Pakistan 


The rapid population growth in Pakistan, ranking among the highest globally, has given rise to a 
Significant youth bulge. Demographers and social scientists posit that the consequences of this 
phenomenon could be beneficial or detrimental, contingent upon the character and condition of the 
economy. The favorable outcome is grounded in the assumption that a substantial influx of youth into : 
the labor force and employment will result in the release of substantial creative energy. These young 
individuals are expected to possess superior education compared to the older population, contributing 
to increased productivity and fostering accelerated economic growth. Additionally, a decline in the 
dependency ratio is anticipated to elevate national savings and investment levels. Nevertheless, an 
opposing perspective suggests that the positive effects of the youth bulge will only materialize if the 
economy possesses the strength to assimilate new entrants into the labor force through productive 
employment. Otherwise, there exists a risk that disengaged and disheartened youth may contribute to 
an increase in crime, violence, and the adoption of radical political and extreme religious ideologies. 
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o Surging Youth Unemployment: Recent Incidents in Pakistan 


We have witnessed in Pakistan two instances illu 
population of idle and unemployed youth in the cou 


strating the challenges stemming from the p i 
ntry. The initial occurrence involved the uncontro 
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and widespread burning of government structures and historical symbols of courage and service to the 
nation on May 9, 2023. The more recent event underscores the repercussions of perilous human 
trafficking of Pakistani youth А European пачодачд pursuit of lucrative employment and better lifestyle. 
Ша ұлыс алайысны а аана ала Other ылас workers recently sank, resulting in the 
unfortunate loss of hundreds of lives. This incident became a nationwide tragedy and everyone wailed 
over the loss of young flesh. 


o Demographic Makeup of Youth tn Pakistan 


The youth demographic index in Pakistan spans individuals aged 15-19 years, 20-24 years, and 25-29 
years, encompassing both males and females. As per the latest Labor Force Survey conducted by the 
Pakistan Board of Statistics (PBS) in 2020-21, male and female youth collectively represent 13.1% and 
13.2% of the total population in the country, amounting to a combined absolute number of 58.7 million. 
In comparison, the initial Labor Force Survey in 2001-02 reported a lower share of youth in the 
population at 24.8%, with a total of 35.3 million youth. The annual growth rate of the youth population 
from 2001-02 to 2020-21 stands at 2.7%, surpassing the overall population growth rate of 2.4%. This 
growth rate is notably higher than that observed in Bangladesh and India, where Bangladesh has 
successfully reduced its population growth rate to 1.3%. The annual increase in the youth population 
is even more modest at 1.0%, contrasting with India's rate of 1.6%. Consequently, with a significantly 
higher growth rate of 2.7%, Pakistan faces a substantial challenge in effectively engaging its youth into 
productive avenues. 


о Youth tw the Labor Force 


According to the 2020-21 Labor Force Survey (LFS), the labor force includes approximately 28.6 million 

youth, encompassing both males and females, constituting 40% of the total labor force. Male youth 
exhibit a high labor force participation rate of 73.2%, while female youth lag behind at 24.2% in 2020- 
21. Notably, the annual increase in female labor force participation has surged to over 5%, surpassing 
the 2.2% increase observed for male youth. As of 2020-21, males constitute 75% of the youth labor 
force. The annual influx of youth into the labor force is estimated at 0.8 million, accounting for over 40% 
of the total annual labor force entrants. Among these entrants, approximately 60% are male. This data 
sheds light on the evolving dynamics of youth engagement in the labor force, highlights gender 
disparities and unearths the significant contribution of youth to the overall workforce. 


о Youth Unemployment Challenges 


The unemployment rates among youth are a cause for concern, reflecting a challenging scenario. In the 
case of male youth, the unemployment rate stands at 8.7%, surpassing the 5.5% rate for all male 
workers in 2020-21. Similarly, female youth faces a notably high unemployment rate standing at 12.6%, 
compared to the 8.9% rate for all female members of the labor force. The overall count of unemployed 
youth workers reached 2.77 million in 2020-21, likely exceeding 3 million in 2022-23. This alarming 
figure constitutes 61% of the total unemployed workers in the country, underscoring the economy's 
struggle to tap into the anticipated potential of youth. | 


o Predicament of idle and Unemployed Youth tn Pakistan 


In Pakistan, a staggering 17 million young people find themselves either idle or unemployed, with nearly 
7 million of them being males. This colossal figure signifies an underutilization of human capital within 
the country. Many of these individuals, classified as іШе, may have previously sought employment but 
€ncountered discouragement due to a lack of success. These idle workers, especially the youth, are at 
risk of being lured into illegal immigration, if sufficient resources facilitate such a move. The presence 
of 17 million unemployed and idle youth stands to haunt Pakistan like a specter. This issue s 
exacerbated by an unemployment rate exceeding 21% among graduate male and female youth, 
constituting an alarming waste of the nation's scarce human capital. 


© Contours of Youth Unemploy ment in Different Socto-Economle Setups 


It is imperative to pinpoint areas with elevated youth unemployment rates. According to poe pride 
| Labor Force Survey (LFS), urban regions exhibit a 39% higher unemployment rate Eva itu eae 
: areas. Additionally, the provinces of Punjab and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa face notably heig 


B JANUARY, 2024 
NOA's Contemporary World 


Join Our PDF Group 0332-5339708 PDFs Material For CS 


etaleem.com) Pakistan | Online Book store. 0332-53399708 


| ate of Youth i 


unemployment rates among male youth, underscoring the 
regions. 


о Pakístaw's National Human Development Report by UNPP 


Youth constitute 64% of Pakistan's total population, yet a mere 6% have access to higher education, 
and 29% remain without any formal education, as revealed by the Pakistan's National Human 
Development Report' from the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). The report highlights 
that 39% of young people face notable gender disparities, with limited connectivity and social 
engagement opportunities. Key findings indicate that only 476 of the country's youth actively pursue 
employment, while 57% are disengaged from seeking jobs. The majority lacks access to essential 
resources such as the internet, cell phones, libraries, and sports facilities. Additionally, the report 
highlights that 9.45 million children are not enrolled in primary schools, and at the current rate, 
achieving universal enrollment is projected to extend until 2076, contrary to Pakistan's constitutional 
commitment to free education. To effectively leverage the youth bulge as a demographic dividend, the 
report recommends quadrupling the annual net enrollment rate from the current 0.92% to 3.8% to meet 
the global education goal by 2030. Acknowledging that approximately 4 million young people enter the 
working-age population annually, the report emphasizes the potential of this youth bulge for positive 
change, particularly in family planning and healthier population management. However, without 
interventions, the report warns that the current labor force participation and unemployment rates 
cannot accommodate this influx. It suggests the creation of 1.3 million jobs annually over the next five 
years to reduce unemployment. The UNDP report highlights the 'Delivering Accelerated Family Planning 
in Pakistan (DAFPAK)' program, led by the Foreign, Commonwealth апа Development Office (FCDO), as 
a recognition of the potential of Pakistan's youth bulge. 


Sale on CSS PMS Books (aghaz 


need for targeted. interventions in these 


о Empowering Pakistan's Youth 


The pressing challenges faced by Pakistan, ranging from development disparities to the exodus of —€— 
find their nexus in the untapped potential of the country's massive youth population. With over d 
Pakistanis under 30, the responsibility for national development lies on the shoulders of this substanti 

demographic strata. Unfortunately, this youth bulge remains largely excluded from policy-making шә. 
à-vis climate change, development, education, or entrepreneurship initiatives. The absence 0 
opportunities within the country prompts questions about the authorities' role and the factors cn 
many to seek prospects abroad. Despite Pakistan's abundance in tangible and intangible resour Cem қ 
significant portion, especially the youth, leaves the country, contributing to massive brain dr yit 
2022, over 765,000 talented individuals departed for seeking opportunities overseas. Addressing н 
issue demands strategies to retain and utilize this talent effectively. The small and mid-size enter, 
(SME sector), constituting over five million businesses, plays a pivotal role in economic Ӣеуеіорте ” 
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ontributing 40% to СОР and 25% to exports. Thou 
majority of employment outside the agricultural se 
and increased development opportunities. 


gh Pakistan is primarily agrarian, SMEs provide the 
ctor, offering potential solutions to poverty reduction 


A sound government strategy is crucial for capacity-building among th 
various sectors and involving the youth in policy formulation and p 
| арргоасһ сап yield positive outcomes. Financial support for sm 
grants over loans to alleviate the fear of failure and financial bu 
Universities in Pakistan can contribute significantly by adopting 
collaboration between government, business, and academia. Align 
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) would further ensure a comprehensive and sustainable 
approach. As time is of the essence, Pakistan must prioritize the promotion of SME culture to empower 
its youth. Drawing inspiration from the success of Bangladesh, which boasts around 7,900,000 SMEs 
contributing to inclusive development, Pakistan must reevaluate and uplift its SME sector. The 


government's commitment towards economic growth and youth empowerment hinges on embracing the 
potential inherent in small and medium enterprises. 


е youth. Promoting leadership in 
roject design through a participatory 
all businesses is vital, emphasizing 
rdens that hinder startups globally. 
the 'triple helix' approach, fostering 
ing new development initiatives with 


o Cowclustow 


The government of Pakistan has the potential to transform challenges into opportunities by strategically 
investing in education, skills, and avenues for growth. The youth in Pakistan, being a driving force, can 
spearhead progress, foster healthier families, and propel economic growth, that can eventually lead to a 
sustainable economic future. This juncture presents a strategic window to allocate significant resources 
towards the enhancement of technical and vocational training programs. A pivotal component is the 
establishment of IT institutes tailored for graduate youth, strategically positioned in various cities. 
Additionally, providing financial support in the form of subsidized credit for projects is imperative. The 
scope and magnitude of these initiatives should be expansive enough to attract a diverse range of male 
and female talent. Neglect and subsequent failure to address the prevailing frustration and discontent 
among the youth may pose the risk of social unrest, reminiscent of the Arab Spring. 


> Brain Orain in Pakistan: A Looming Threat to National Prosperity 


The phenomenon of brain drain has 
| emerged as a pressing concern for 
Pakistan, with a substantial number of 
skilled professionals opting to relocate 
800,000 

abroad in pursuit of... better 
opportunities. This migration poses 600,000 

Significant risks to the nation's long- 


Annual departures by Pakistani workers 


term growth and development. 400,000 
О The Escalating Brain Drain 200,000 
Crisis 0 
Pakistan is grappling with a severe brain жүйеле е М: neto e 


drain crisis. Particularly the first half of source: Pakistan Bureau of Emiaration & Overseas Employment 
this year, witnessed the departure of over 800,000 citizens. Among them, approximately 100,000 were 


highly trained professionals, including doctors, nurses, engineers, IT experts, and accountants. The 
surge in emigration is exacerbated by numerous challenges faced by the country. Faltering economy, 
political instability, rising unemployment, inflation, and the prevalence of extremist ideologies are some 
of the factors leading to excessive brain drain in Pakistan. 


О Ramifications of Excessive Brain drain Across different Sectors 


The consequences of brain drain are far-reaching and substantially affect different beaters crucial E 
growth and development. For instance, the healthcare system is strained by the M ^ Б p 
nurses; similarly, technological progress and industrial development face impe ung duae 
departure of skilled engineers and IT experts. This drain diminishes productivity, i ыз “ай 
growth and fosters dependency on expatriate remittances. In short, brain drain is the g 
economic decay for the country. 
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о Underlying Factors and Challenges 


The specter of brain drain emanates out of political instability, social deviance, extremism, inadequate 
employment opportunities, and economic instability. The lack of transparent governance, inconsistent 
policies, and security concerns further amplify the challenges faced by skilled professionals. 


© Addressing the Brain Drain Challenge 


Efforts to address this crisis necessitate a multi-pronged approach. Prioritizing quality education and 
job creation, offering competitive salaries, and ensuring policy consistency are vital steps. Establishing 
transparent governance systems, promoting education, research, and vocational training, and tackling 
extremist ideologies are crucial for fostering a conducive environment. 


о Collaborative Solutions and Urgent Action 


Addressing brain drain requires collaborative efforts from relevant authorities, stakeholders, and the 
government. Comprehensive reform programs across various sectors are imperative to create an 
environment that ensures growth and opportunities for citizens. Urgent attention and concerted actions 
are necessary to reverse the brain drain trend and retain intellectual talent within the country. 


О Incentivizing Sta И and Long-Term Vision 


Incentivizing skilled individuals to stay in Pakistan involves creating stable politics, a business-friendly 
environment, and job creation. Emphasizing technical education, vocational training, and ensuring 
justice and equal opportunity can contribute to curbing brain drain. A long-term vision, as seen in 
successful cases like China, India, and Bangladesh, is key to reversing this trend and fostering the 
country's growth. 


o Confronting the Exodus of Youth: A Call to Action 


| 


Аз the youth increasingly seek opportunities abroad, confronting this challenge becomes imperative. 
The departure of talented youth jeopardizes the nation's progress. Collaboration among the government, 
private sector, and civil society is crucial to create opportunities, instill confidence, and provide a 
supportive ecosystem for the youth. Financial incentives, startup support, and investment in education 
and research are pivotal for retaining the nation's brightest minds. 


o Brain Drain: The Cost of Losing Intellectual Capital 


Pakistan's struggle to retain its talented citizens, exacerbated by economic challenges and an inadequate 
education system, demands urgent attention. Brain drain not only hampers economic growth but also 
leaves a void in crucial sectors. Addressing this challenge requires a comprehensive approach involving 
improvements in the business environment, education, healthcare, and societal inclusivity. 


о Conclusion: Nurturing Talent for a Brighter Future 


In conclusion, brain drain poses a 
critical challenge for Pakistan's Immigration 
prosperity across economic, social, centre 

cultural, and political spheres. 
Proactive measures, strategic 
investments, апа collaborative 


efforts are essential to retain xi 

intellectual capital, foster a г - LLL + - 
conducive environment, and build 14 " JL ' 

а brighter future for the nation. ! % pi à " 
Tackling the root causes апа T^ "ПИШ, 
finding sustainable solutions will | ж i | ТТГ Ё 21 


determine Pakistan's resilience 
and stability in the face of global 
challenges. 
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Mr. Momin Aziz Qureshi 
(45" CIP - FSP - CSS 201 6) 


Tell us something about yourself. 


My name is Momin Aziz Qureshi, and I am 
presently holding the position of Deputy Head 
of Mission at the Embassy of Pakistan in 
Minsk. 1 commenced my educational journey 
with a bachelor's degree in economics and am 
a proud member of the Foreign Service of 
Pakistan (45th Common Training Program, 
having passed the 2016 CSS). 


What is your academic background? 


I completed my bachelor's degree in economics 
with honors from the University of 
Buckingham in the United Kingdom. 


What are your aspirations in life? 


At the core of my life goals is a desire to contribute meaningfully to Pakistan's diplomatic efforts. I aspire 
to continually learn and grow in my career, eventually taking on more significant responsibilities. 


Why CSS? 


Opting for the CSS was driven by the opportunity it offered to serve Pakistan in a challenging and 
impactful manner. The potential to contribute to policy-making was a compelling motivator that guided 
my career path. 


Your Favourite Quote 


"Our greatest glory is not in never falling, but in rising every time we 
fall.” 


Can you tell us about your favourite book? 


I have a deep appreciation for literature, and while I have numerous favorite books spanning various 
genres, I find myself most intrigued by Russian literature. It's challenging for me to single out just one 
favorite book. However, at the moment, I am reading Crime and Punishment by Fyodor Dostoevsky. 
Russian literature has a unique ability to delve into the complexities of human nature and societal 
dynamics, offering profound insights that resonate across cultures and time periods. 
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When did you start preparing for the exam? 


I commenced my preparations for the CSS exam 
roughly ten months prior to the examination date. 
However, it was around the six-month mark before the 
exam when I intensified the focus and dedication to my 
study regimen. 


Has this journey been easy for you and what do 


you have to say about the difficulty level of these 
exams? 


The journey has been both challenging and rewarding. 
The CSS exams are known for their difficulty, requiring 
a comprehensive understanding of various subjects. 
However, the challenges have been instrumental in 
shaping my capabilities and preparing me for the 
responsibilities of public service. 


How much time did you give to the preparation? 


I committed a substantial portion of my daily schedule 
to exam preparation, dedicating approximately 8-10 
hours each day in the months leading up to the exam. 
Recognizing the significance of comprehensive and | 
disciplined study, I tried maintaining a balance betwee { | 
n preparation and other responsibilities. i 


What was your strategy for tackling English, often considered the deal-breaker? 


Realizing the importance of English proficiency, I focused on regular practice, extensive reading, and 
honing my writing skills. 


Do you believe that the exam content aligns precisely with what one has prepared? 


While the exams are comprehensive, there is always an element of unpredictability. However, a well- 


rounded and thorough preparation ensures that candidates can tackle a wide range of topics more 
effectively. 


What was your approach towards subject selection? 


I selected subjects, primarily, based on my academic background and in 


terest. This approach allowed 
me to leverage my strengths while addressing the requirements of the ex 


amination. 
How did you divide your preparation time among different subjects? 


I adopted a balanced approach, allocating time based on my proficiency 


| | in each, and prioritizing weaker 
areas. This ensured a more comprehensive preparation across all subj 


cts. 
Did you consider the scoring trend while choosin 


9 your optional subjects or you brushed this 
aspect off? 


wasn't disappointed. My advice to aspirants 
and strengths. 


Being aware of your enthusiasm for reading, did you cover all the significant books of 
contemporary times? 

My passion for readi ; 
nie wifes фы, one led me to explore numerous books of contemporary times. This has provided 


context of CSS exams. rstanding of current affairs and global issues—an invaluable resource in (һе 
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Which subjects did you choose as your optional subjects? 


І chose Economics, Public Administration, Gender Studies, International Law and Sociology. 


Strategy to Tackle the compulsory Subjects 


o €ssau 


For the essay paper, my strategy revolved around 
honing my critical thinking and expressive writing 
skills. I made a conscious effort to stay updated on 
current affairs, national and international issues, 
and diverse perspectives. Developing a structured 
approach to essay writing, with a clear 
introduction, well-defined body paragraphs, and a 
succinct conclusion, allowed me to present my 


thoughts cohesively. 
o Précis 


4 In approaching the précis paper, precision and 
5 clarity were paramount. I practiced regularly to 
| enhance my summarization skills, ensuring that I 
could distil complex passages into concise and 
coherent summaries. Attention to detail and 
maintaining the original context while minimizing 
redundancy were key aspects of my strategy. 


o Pakistan Affairs § Current Affairs 


Understanding the dynamics of Pakistan's history, 

politics, and socio-economic factors was crucial for 
Pakistan Affairs. For Current Affairs, staying abreast of the latest developments globally and nationally 
was essential. I relied on a combination of newspapers, journals, and online resources to ensure a well- 
rounded perspective. Connecting historical events with contemporary issues allowed me to provide a 


comprehensive understanding in my answers. 


o General Science § Ability 


General Science & Ability demanded a mix of quantitative and qualitative skills. I dedicated time to 
strengthen my analytical and logical reasoning abilities. Regular practice with numerical problem- 
solving, pattern recognition, and critical thinking exercises proved beneficial. Additionally, keeping 
myself updated on scientific advancements and general knowledge helped tackle the science component 


effectively. 
О Islamic Studies 


For Islamic Studies, my strategy involved a thorough understanding of Islamic history, teachings, and 
their applications in contemporary contexts. I relied on authoritative texts and diverse interpretations 
to develop a nuanced perspective. Integrating ethical and moral dimensions into my responses allowed 


me to present a comprehensive understanding of Islamic Studies. 


Bulls’ Eye Hit in the Optional Subjects 


O How did you substantiate your answers? 
9 . 
а multifaceted approach. First and 


I substantiated my answers in the optional subjects through 

foremost, a I E E understanding of the subject matter was crucial. I supplemented ӘЛЕ 
information with relevant and recent examples to demonstrate practical app 15% чт ke "d 
referencing scholarly works, case studies, and empirical evidence added depth an 


responses. 
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o Significance of illustrations- flowcharts, maps ana 
figures 

Incorporating visual aids such as maps, and figures was 

instrumental in enhancing the clarity and impact of my answers. 

These visuals served to simplify complex concepts, improve 

comprehension, and make my responses more visually appealing. 


о Length of answer and number of arguments 


Balancing the length of the answer and the number of arguments 
was a key consideration. I aimed for a concise yet comprehensive 
approach, focusing on quality over quantity. 


о One Window solution to score well tw the optional 
subjects 


I believe that adopting a one-window solution approach is pivotal for 
scoring well in optional subjects, synthesizing diverse sources of | 
information into a cohesive and integrated understanding. Rather than relying on fragmented 


knowledge, I aimed to present a holistic view of the subject, incorporating various perspectives and 
dimensions. 


Can you share your experience at the National Officers Academy? 


My experience at the National Officers Academy was incredibly valuable, particularly in preparing for 
the Viva Voce. The academy's rigorous training, coupled with exposure to diverse perspectives and 
practical exercises, played a crucial role in enhancing my overall preparation. 


Do you have any specific advice or a special message for CSS candidates? 


For CSS candidates, I would emphasize the importance of well-rounded preparation. Beyond mastering 
the subjects, focus on developing critical thinking and effective communication skills. Stay abreast of 
current affairs, be adaptable, and approach the exam with a positive mindset. I would like to reiterate 
that resilience and dedication are key to overcoming the challenges of the CSS examination. 


What is the most effective approach for crafting responses to achieve the highest marks in 
the written section of the CE? 


The optimal strategy involves ensuring responses exhibit clarity, coherence, and relevance. Success, in 
my belief, hinges on understanding the question thoroughly, organizing answers logically, and 
furnishing well-supported arguments. 


How did you structure your essay? 


I adopted a structured approach, beginning with a clear introduction that outlined the main points I 
intended to address. The body of the essay was organized logically, with each paragraph dedicated to à 
specific aspect of the topic. I ensured a smooth transition between paragraphs and concluded with а 
concise summary that reinforced my main arguments. 


Is there a word limit to consider when writing answers? 


I believe that while it's essential to be mindful of time constraints, quality should take precedence over 
quantity. I would recommend aspirants to focus on delivering well-articulated, substantive answers 
within the allocated time, paying attention to the question's requirements and striving for a balance 
between depth and conciseness in responses. 


To whom do you attribute the credit for your success? 


First and foremost, I attribute the credit for my success to the Almighty Allah. His blessings have bee? 
the cornerstone of my journey. Additionally, the unwavering support of my family and mentors playe 
a pivotal role. 
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